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Mishnah Eruvin, chapter 1 X P8 P2y 7IWn

(1) A [crossbeam spanning the entrance 72X O™wyn .'1'737?3'7 7123 XY *12n N
of a] mavoy, [meaning either a) an 277 .73 WK MW AT "27 LYW
alleyway less than 16 amot — cubits  ,1N23 NMX 2 W OXY .oy N yn
wide or b) a “blind alley” (even

though, wider than 16 amot — cubits) which has only one end open to
a public domain. Such an alleyway has no Biblical prohibition of carrying within
it. However, the Sages instituted (according to the 2”¥7, via an Oral tradition
handed down from Sinai) a prohibition lest one come to carry in a public domain,
carrying in which constitutes a Biblical prohibition. The Sages (via Oral
tradition) however, made a dispensation, where one places a crossbeam over the
entrance way, which would serve as a symbolic reminder that these two areas,
the public domain and the alleyway, are distinct entities. Hence the Mishnah says:
A crossbeam (spanning the entrance) of an alleyway] higher than twenty cubits,
should be lowered [since the crossbeam is not readily visible to the eye]. Rabbi
Yehudah says: This is unnecessary, [since Rabbi Yehudah holds, that the function
of the crossbeam is to create an additional wall, using the principle of pi tikrah
yoraid v'soseim — the edge of a roof is considered extended to the ground and
is halachicly speaking considered a partition]. [Any entrance] that is wider
than ten cubits [which consequently, cannot be regarded as a doorway through
the wall, but rather, is a breach disqualifying the wall] should be reduced [in
width to ten cubits]; but if it has the shape of a doorway [tzurat hapetah, the
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simplest form of which is a horizontal
pole or reed placed above upright
poles at each end, which halachicly
speaking, in many instances is
considered a full partition], there is no

need to reduce it [the width of the
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breach] even though it is wider than
ten cubits.

2) The rendering of an alley [which has three walls] fit [for the movement of
objects within it on the Sabbath,] Bet Shammai say, [The dispensation received
via our Oral tradition] requires [both] a side-post and a beam [spanning the
entrance to the alley], and Bet Hillel say, [The tradition is] either a side-post or
a beam. Rabbi Eliezer says: Two side-posts. A disciple in the name of Rabbi
Yishmael stated in the presence of Rabbi Akiva, Bet Shammai and Bet Hillel did
not differ on [the ruling that] an alley that was less than four cubits [in width, at
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its entrance] may be converted into a
permitted domain either by means of a
side-post or by that of a beam. They
only differ in the case of one that was
wider than four, and up to ten cubits,
in which respect, Bet Shammai ruled,
Both a side-post and a beam [are
Bet Hillel ruled,
Either a side-post or a beam. Rabbi

required], while

Akiva says: They [Bet Shammai and
Bet Hillel] differed in both cases
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than four cubits in width]. ANIX PRI Ry Jnamm PY X0 19K
(3) The crossbeam [the Rabbis] spoke

of, must be wide enough to hold an ariah [a half-sized brick] which is half of a
leveinah [a brick of full size] of three handbreadths [hence, an ariah is one and
a half handbreadths]. It is sufficient for a beam to be one handbreadth wide in
order to hold the length of an ariah [i.e., the ariah may overlap the beam by a

quarter handbreadth on each side].
@) [The beam not only, must be] wide enough to hold an ariah, but also strong
enough to support [the weight of] such an ariah. Rabbi Yehudah rules, [The
beam is valid if it is sufficiently] wide, even though it is not strong [enough to
support the ariah].

(5) If it was made of straw or reeds [this is a continuation of Rabbi Yehudah's
ruling], it is looked upon as though it had been made of metal; [if it was] bent
[so that no brick can rest upon it], it is looked upon as though it were straight;
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[if it was] round [so that no brick can
rest upon it], it is looked upon as
though it were square. Whatever has a
circumference of three handbreadths is
[approximately] one handbreadth in
diameter. [The circumference of a
round crossbeam must consequently,

be no less than three handbreadths.]
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6) The side-posts of which they [the
Rabbis] spoke (see Mishnah 2) [must
be no less than] ten handbreadths in height, but their width and thickness may be

{2018 *9"737 "oP "2

any size whatsoever. Rabbi Yose says: Their width [must be no less than] three
handbreadths.
(7) Side-posts may be made of anything. Even of living beings, but Rabbi Yose
forbids this [since they may die and subsequently, may not have the minimum
ten handbreadths required in height]. It [any object, even an animate one, that
was used to close up a tomb] also causes defilement [even after it had been
removed from the grave] as a golel [i.e., the cover of a tomb; such a covering is
subject to the same degree of uncleanness as the corpse itself] but Rabbi Meir
rules that it is not susceptible to defilement. [He maintains that a living being
cannot be a partition and therefore cannot be a golel.] Documents of divorce may
be written on it, but Rabbi Yose HaGalili declares it to be unfit [since living
beings are not referred to as sefer krisus i.e., a scroll of the divorce; however,
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the Sages maintain that the word sefer

of sefer krisus means a recital as in

I'saper hence, a recounting of
divorce].

@®) If a caravan camped in a valley

[since it is an area not frequented by

the public, the valley is a karmelit —

an area not considered public domain
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nor private domain (see Shabbat 6a)]

and it was surrounded [and barricaded] by the trappings of the cattle, it is
permissible to move objects within it, provided [the trappings] constitute a fence
ten handbreadths in height and the gaps [e.g., between one saddle to the other,
is less than ten cubits and] do not exceed [in their total length] the built-up parts
[in their total length]. Any gap which [in its width does not exceed] ten cubits is
permitted [provided however, that the length of the built-up parts exceeds that of
the gaps], because it is [viewed as] a doorway. If it exceeds this [measurement],
it is forbidden [even though all the remainder of the fence, which is the majority,

is built up.]

9 [A caravan in camp, this is a continuation of Mishnah 8] may [in order that it
be permitted to move objects within it on the Sabbath] be surrounded by three
ropes [attached to reeds, or any stakes], the one above the other, provided [the
space] between the one rope and the other [and between the lowest one and the
ground] is less than three handbreadths [a gap of less than three handbreadths
being regarded by the rule of lavud as if it were closed up]. The size of the ropes
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[must be such] that their [total]
thickness shall be more than a

handbreadth [i.e., each rope a bit more

than a third of a handbreadth], so that

the total height [of the rope barrier]
shall be ten handbreadths [high].
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10) [The
surrounded by reeds [driven in the

camp] may also be IWn X ,OMWIR OMIM T °27 72
ground in a vertical position], provided there is no [gap of] three handbreadths
[so that the rule of lavud will apply] between any two reeds. [In laying down
these rulings that a barrier of ropes drawn horizontally or a fence of reeds driven
in the ground vertically is a valid enclosure in respect to the Sabbath laws,] the
Rabbis spoke only of a caravan [i.e., three or more people, in which case the
Rabbis relaxed the law, but not of an individual whose barrier or fence must be
provided with both horizontal and vertical stakes, reeds, or ropes]. This is the
opinion of Rabbi Yehudah; but the Sages maintain that they spoke of a caravan
only because [in its case this, the putting up of a barrier round the camp, is] a
usual occurrence [but the same laws apply also to camps of individuals]. Any
partition that is not [made up of] both vertical and horizontal [stakes] is not a
valid partition [even in the case of a caravan]. This is the opinion of Rabbi Yose,
son of Rabbi Yehudah [who differs from his father's view], but the Sages rule,
One of the two [either vertical or horizontal stakes or poles and the like. This
applies even in the city. However, the previously mentioned view of the Sages
who differ with Rabbi Yehudah, permit either horizontal or vertical stakes or

ropes even for an individual, however, only while traveling, but not in the city].
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Four obligations were exempted [to  °X°2% ,i13NM2 V2 D727 NY2W 0727

warriors] in [a military] camp: They 2’7 N¥nM D°NwD1 ,0PR 77:;)7; o3y

may requisition wood from anywhere, :ij'?m SRR

they are exempt from washing their

hands [before eating bread], and [are exempted from the prohibition of eating]

de'mai [— produce about which it is doubtful whether tithes had been properly
taken], and from the obligation of preparing an eruv [hatzeirot].
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