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Mishnah Demai, chapter 4

(1) If a man bought fruit from one who
was not trustworthy regarding tithes
[i.e., an am ha'aretz] and he forgot to
tithe them [before the Sabbath], he
inquires of the seller on the Sabbath [if
he had tithed them] and may -eat,
according to his word [since on the
Sabbath
people do not lie] but at nightfall after

itself even untrustworthy
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the Sabbath [if he had fruit left over],

he may not eat from them unless he tithes them first [this leniency was only
instituted regarding the Sabbath, since one may not tithe on the Sabbath]. If he
could not locate the seller, but another person who was not reliable regarding
tithes declared to him that [he knows that] they had been tithed, he [too, is
believed and he] may [therefore] eat them according to his word; but at nightfall,
after the Sabbath, he may not eat from them unless he had first tithed them. If
terumat ma'aser [which is 1/100th] of demai had become mixed up again [with
the produce] from which it had been taken [and now the entire mixture is
meduma, since it does not have the necessary 1 part to 100 in order to become
nullified], Rabbi Shimon of Shezuri says; Even on a weekday he may ask the
seller [whether or not he had tithed them and, in the case where the seller had
already tithed, his own setting aside of terumat ma'aser was not necessary] and
[he may therefore] eat, according to his word [the reason we trust the am ha'aretz
here is; once the purchaser tells him that he had set aside terumah he fears lying

concerning something to which the death penalty is attached].

(2) If a [newlywed] man imposed a vow upon his friend to eat with him [i.e., he
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said: May all that I have be prohibited
to you if you don't partake of my
meal], and the friend does not trust
him regarding tithes, he may eat with
him on the first Sabbath [after his
marriage], provided however, that the
man had told him that the food had
been tithed, even though, he does not
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trust him [that in fact it had been
tithed]
Sabbath, although the man is bound by a vow not to enjoy any benefit from him,
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However, on the second

[if he does not join him in the meal] still he may not eat with the man unless he

[himself] first tithed [the food].
(3) [When setting aside tithes of demai it is only terumat ma'aser and
ma'aser sheni that are set aside; however, ma'aser rishon for the Levite, and
ma'aser oni for the poor are not aside. The reason being that since tithes are
permitted to be eaten by Israelites, therefore, it is not a question of a prohibition,
such as would exist in a case of questionable ferumah. Rather, it is a question
of ownership; does this first tithe belong to the Levi, or the ma'aser oni to the
poor? Since the very definition of demai is; doubt as to whether or not it has
already been tithed, he may, therefore, tell the Levi, or the poor man; Bring
proof that this was not already tithed. However, regarding the terumah of the
tithe, he must first designate an area for the tithe and only then can he
set aside ferumat ma'aser.] Rabbi Eliezer says: A man need not designate the
poor man's tithe of demai [since the am ha'aretz is not suspect in not setting aside
ma'aser oni; being that there is a death penalty involved, (P97 ... VPN ¥
R 270 1Y WIS '["513!9 1"MA"D) the am ha'aretz sets it aside, but then keeps
it for himself]. But the Sages say: [Since the haver loses nothing anyway, we are
stringent and] he must designate it, but he need not [actually] set it apart.
@) If a man had designated the terumat ma'aser of demai [to a certain corner of
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the pile], or the ma'aser oni of produce
that had definitely not been tithed, he
may not actually separate it on the
Sabbath [to give to the priest or to the
poor man]. However, if the priest and
the poor man usually eat with him,
they may come and partake [from that
produce] provided that he informs
them [that it is terumat ma'aser or, in
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the latter case, ma'aser oni. If he does
then it is the
of feeding them from
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terumot and ma'aserot which is prohibited].

(5) If a man said to one who was not trustworthy regarding tithes; Buy [produce]
for me from one who is reliable or from one who gives tithes, he is not trusted
[since the am ha'aretz may say of someone untrustworthy, I trust him]. However
if the man said; Buy it for me from So-and-So, he is trusted. If he went to buy
it from him [and then returned] and said; I did not find him, so instead I bought
[produce] for you from another man who is reliable, he is not trusted.

6) If a man came to a city where he doesn't know anyone, and said; Who is
trustworthy here? Who gives tithes here? And someone replied; I can be
believed, he is not believed [since one cannot testify regarding himself], but if
he replied; So-and-So is trustworthy, he may be believed [a leniency the Rabbis
permitted where he absolutely is not familiar with anyone]. If the man went to
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buy from So-and-So, and he asked
him; Who sells old produce [yashan
— produce from last year which
already was permitted through the
bringing of the Omer] here? And
So-and-So replied; The one who sent
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you to me; although they appear to be
repaying one another's favor, they may be trusted.
(7)) If donkey-drivers [who bring produce from a cheap area to one that is more
expensive] entered a city and one of them said; My produce is hadash but my
friend's produce is yashan, or; My produce has not been set right [regarding
tithes] but my friend's produce has been set right, they may not be believed [he
is, in fact, repaying the other's favor and in the next town, the other will return
his favor]. Rabbi Yehudah says: They may be believed [the Rabbis were lenient,
in this case, since most of demai is tithed and they were fearful lest the
donkey-drivers would not return to the town if they were not trusted and the
people needed them for deliveries].
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