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Mishnah Demai, chapter 2

(1) The following things [if purchased
or received from an am ha'aretz] must
be tithed as demai in all areas [even
beyond Chezib since these foods most
certainly originated in areas recaptured
by those who came up from the
Babylonian exile and as such, are
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treated as Israel proper regarding the X XY 5y L TR LTARI TORD OY
laws of demai, (see last week Sunday

Mishnah portion, Mishnah 3)]; pressed figs, dates, carobs, rice, and cumin [and
if one brought these from a distant country, since they are very similar in
appearance as the ones grown in Israel, the Rabbis did not differentiate between
the two]. [However,] rice from outside the land [of Israel, since it is easily
distinguishable from the white rice of Israel], whoever uses it is exempt from

tithing it.

(2) If a man has taken upon himself to be trustworthy [regarding tithes so that his
produce should no longer be considered demai], he must [declare publicly his
intent to] tithe whatever he eats and whatever [produce] he sells [from his own
field] and whatever he buys [with the intention to resell]; and he may not be the
guest of an am ha'aretz [and when witnesses testify that he actually has become
accustomed to such behaviour, his produce is no longer considered demai (Tosfot
Yom Tov)]. Rabbi Yehudah says: A man who is the guest of an am ha'aretz may
still be considered trustworthy. But they said to him: If he is not trustworthy
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regarding himself [being that he ate of .0 WX 2¢ %Y 2RI RT’ 73D ,I0N1
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trustworthy regarding others? XY 12 330 mRIY K1 W3 N2 PINT
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meticulous in the observance of the ,P¥NW210°7712 ¥ XK N"?] ATRT T2
laws of purity so that he does not eat
non-sacred produce while he is in an impure state and that his person, his clothes
and liquids are all presumed pure], he may not sell to an am ha'aretz either moist
or dry [produce; being that the am ha'aretz is presumed to be in an impure state,
he thereby causes the produce to become defiled and it is prohibited to cause
pure produce to become defiled in Israel]; nor may he purchase from him moist
[produce; dry produce, however, is permitted since it never became susceptible
to defilement]. He may not be the guest of an am ha'aretz [lest he defile himself
there], nor may he receive as a guest an am ha'aretz who is wearing his own
garment [since the garment of an am ha'aretz has tumat midras, which has the
power to defile, in certain circumstances, even if not touched directly]. Rabbi
Yehudah says; He may not also breed small cattle [since small cattle pasture in
the fields of others], nor may he be addicted to making vows, or to laughter; nor
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may he defile himself by the dead,
instead, he must be an attendant at the
house of study. But they said to him;
these [requirements] do not come
within the general rules [of purity].
4) Bakers [who are haverim] are
bound by the Sages to set apart [from

demai produce] only enough for
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terumat ma'aser [1/100] and hallah

[1/48, since bakers were government-regulated in order to supply bread cheaply,
there was a tiny profit margin; therefore, the Rabbis instituted that the purchaser,
rather than the baker, set aside ma'aser sheni. However, where the purchaser is
an am ha'aretz, the baker must set aside ma'aser sheni as well]. Shopkeepers
[since they maintain an adequate profit margin and also sell to children who may
eat their purchases immediately] may not sell demai [produce]. All [merchants]
who supply in large quantities may sell demai [since they usually add additional
produce to that which was ordered and don't charge for it, the Rabbis, therefore,
instituted that the purchaser set aside ma'aser sheni instead]. These are
considered merchants who supply in large quantities: wholesale provision

middlemen and produce dealers.
(5) Rabbi Meir says (according to the version of Bartenura); If [a type of produce]
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which is usually measured out [for
sale] in a small [quantity] happened to
have been measured out in a [manner
used for a] large [quantity]: The small
quantity is treated as though it were a
large [quantity and the seller is not
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required to set aside ma'aser sheni]; if

[produce] which is usually measured out for sale in a large [quantity] happened
to have been measured out in a small [quantity]; the large [quantity] is treated as
though it were a small [quantity and the seller is required to set aside ma'aser
sheni]. What is considered a large quantity? Three kav for dry [produce], and
[the value of] one dinar for liquid [produce]. Rabbi Yose says: When baskets of
figs and baskets of grapes and boxes of vegetables are sold by mass [i.e., when
they are estimated according to the volume that the box will hold they are treated
as though sold wholesale and], they are exempt [from the rules of demai, the

halachah does not follow Rabbi Yose].
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