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Mishnah Demai, chapter 1 X PB R1T 130N
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the laws of ma'aserot have been followed (such produce are referred to as
demai). If a haver (i.e., one who is careful in the observance of the laws of purity
and the Levitical gifts), were to purchase such produce, he must set aside ferumat
ma'aser and ma'aser sheni before eating from such produce: We do not suspect
the am ha'aretz of not having giving terumah gedolah since one who eats this is
liable to the death penalty. However, regarding ferumat ma'aser he mistakenly
believes that if ma'aser were not set aside there is no death penalty regarding
terumat ma'aser (Rabbi Akiva Eiger and Bartenura 4:1).] The [following] are
treated leniently regarding demai [in that a haver does not have to set aside
terumat ma'aser and ma'aser sheni]: wild figs, jujube fruit, crab apples, wild
white figs, young Sycamore figs, unripe dates, late grapes and thorny capers
[whose buds are pickled and used in relishes]; in Judea also sumach, Judean
[wine-]vinegar [made from inferior grape skins], and coriander. [The
aforementioned, being of no value are often left as hefker — ownerless by their
owners and, therefore, there is now a double doubt regarding this type of
produce: a) whether or not the am ha'aretz, in fact, neglected to tithe and b)
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X DEMAI 1

whether these produce were, in fact,
hefker and therefore, not subject to
tithes.] Rabbi Yehudah says; All wild
figs are exempt, except those which
have a biannual crop; all jujube fruits
are exempt, except the jujube fruits of
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Shikmonah; all young Sycamore figs
are exempt, except those that burst open on the tree [these exceptions are more
valuable and are not left as hefker].

() The [ma'aser sheni of] demai is not subject to [the rules of] “its fifth” [when
being redeemed in order to bring the money, rather than the fruit, to Jerusalem
(see Leviticus 27:31, and Rashi there)] and to [the rules of] removal [at the end
of three years of the shemittah cycle (see Deuteronomy 14:28, and Rashi there);
and unlike certain ma'aser sheni] it may be eaten by an onan [a newly bereaved
person following the death and during the burial day of a close relative and]; it
may be brought into Jerusalem and [and then] taken out [once] again [unlike
certain ma'aser sheni, which once brought to Jerusalem may not be taken out
again]; if small in quantity [he does not have to return to retrieve it and] it is
permitted to become lost on the road; one may give it to an am ha'aretz [to
eat in Jerusalem, even though he may eat it while in a defiled state] and eat
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X DEMAI 1

[produce] its equivalent in Jerusalem.
[Ma'aser sheni money of demai] may
if he
suddenly requires that money, he may

be exchanged again [i.e.,

say: Let this be redeemed with money
I have in another place, even though,

N PID *N27 93

29 7R3 NI DPPm 11332 PR L TRD
N3 9y Mo MYn1 Yy nyni o3
X nww 'I'TI_':i?Ig? 1;7?21 Bainl-h] 773_7 mg'z’n;a
DR DM LPRD 27 12T ,Nied
npiPa 3 Pwaa 2087 ninea APy
Y 2 TRy LAY iR e YT

regarding certain ma'aser sheni money

they have declared (Ma'aser sheni 2:6): One may exchange only in a normal
fashion such as silver for copper (i.e., one usually exchanges one silver for
several copper) and then, only in the case of necessity; here, however, one may
exchange] silver [coins, even] for [other] silver [coins], copper [coins] for [other]
copper [coins], silver for copper, and copper [back] into fruit, and the fruit may
again be redeemed for money; these are the words of Rabbi Meir. But the Sages

say: The fruit itself must be brought up to, and eaten in Jerusalem.
(3) If a man bought [at the outset, seed of demai] to plant or for cattlefeed, flour
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T3 DEMAI 1

for hides, oil for a lamp, or oil for
greasing utensils [i.e., when he was
buying, he did not purchase any of
these for the purpose of food], it is
exempt from [the rules of] demai.

[However, had he bought it for food
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then decided
cattlefeed, he would be obligated to follow the rules of demai and would have to

and to use it as

set aside tithes before using the produce.] [Produce grown] beyond Chezib [an
area captured by Israel when they exited Egypt but which was not recaptured by
those who came up from the Babylonian exile. Therefore, it is not treated as
Israel proper regarding certain laws and] is exempt from [the rules of] demai.
The hallah [portion of dough given to the priest (Numbers 15:20)] of an am
ha'aretz [who made sure that it would remain in a pure state], meduma [i.e.,
produce of an am ha'aretz which got mixed up with produce of terumah, and was
therefore given or sold to a priest (see Terumot 5:1)], [demai] produce bought
with ma'aser sheni tithe money, and the remainder of meal-offerings [brought by
an am ha'aretz and eaten by the priest], are exempt from [the rules of] demai.
Oil [of demai] mixed with perfume: The School of Shammai maintain it to be
liable [to the rules of demai because, when rubbed, it is ingested into the skin];
while The School of Hillel exempt it, being that it is only a mixture of demai

(see Rash)].

(4) Demai produce may be used in establishing an eruv (see Eruvin 3:1, and for
forming a shituf partnership [of courtyards. Although only such foods that are
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edible are usually permitted for these
functions, here, however, since he
could declare all his possessions
ownerless and thus be, in fact, a

pauper who is permitted to eat demai,
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it is valid]. Grace is recited after

eating it, and the zimun invitation [in the company of three] is offered for it.
[Since no blessing is recited when setting aside ferumat ma'aser and ma'aser
sheni from demai] one may separate it while naked, and [may separate it] during
twilight on the eve of the Sabbath [something forbidden regarding produce which
has definitely not yet been tithed at twilight when there is doubt whether the
Sabbath has already begun, (see Shabbat 2:7)]. If one has taken the second tithe
from it before the first tithe, it doesn't matter [i.e., it doesn't affect his declaration;
“I have removed the holy (portions) from the house ... according to all of Your
commandment,” (Deuteronomy 26:13) whereas if he had reversed the order with
definite untithed produce he would not be able to make such a declaration (see
Ma'aser Sheni 5:11)]. The oil with which the weaver conditions his fingers is
liable to [the rules of] demai [since this is ingested into the body it has the same
laws as eating], but [the oil] which the one who combs wool puts on the wool is

exempt from [the rules of] demai.
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