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Mishnah Bikurim, chapter 1

(1) There are those that bring firstfruits
and recite [the declaration of
Deuteronomy 26:5-10]. [There are]
others that bring [firstfruits], but may
not recite [the declaration], and there
are those who don't bring [at all].
These do not bring [at all]: One who
plants [a tree] on his own property, but
also sinks a shoot [whose top grew
out] from another's property, or [it
grew out] from the public property.
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So, too, one who sinks a shoot into

another's property, or, into public property, [so that it grows] onto his property.
If one plants on his own soil and sunk a shoot so that it grows out onto his own
property and there is a private or public road in between [so now his vine grows
out of either side of the road, in these cases, since it is not drawing sustenance
completely from his private property] he does not bring [firstfruits]. Rabbi
Yehudah says: In such a case [like the last one, since he has permission to root
his shoot under the road, where he causes no damage, it is considered as his own
field and] he does bring [however, he does not recite the declaration, the

halachah does not follow Rabbi Yehudah].

(2) And for what reason does he not bring? Because [regarding firstfruits] it is
written: “Bring the firstfruits of your Land [to the house of the Lord your God”
(Exodus 23:19). Thus inferring that one does not bring] unless all their
sustenance comes of your Land. Share-croppers, tenant farmers [who lease land]
or, sikrikon [one who forced another to either give up his property or face death],
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or a robber may not bring them for the
same reason, because it is written:
“The very firstfruits of your Land.”
(3) One does not bring firstfruits other
than from the seven species [with
which the Land of Israel has been
praised, i.c., “A Land of wheat, barley
vines and figs and pomegranates; a
Land of oil-producing olives and
honey:” (Deuteronomy 8:8)]. It is not
brought from dates grown on hills, nor
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[the other six species] from produce

grown in the valley [since these are considered inferior], nor, from oil-olives that are
not choice. Firstfruits, are not brought before the Festival of Shavuot [since it
was the two loaves of the new wheat which were offered as a “first-offering to
the Lord” (Leviticus 23:17) on Shavuot]. The men from Mount Tzvoim brough
their firstfruits before the Festival [of Shavuot], but they were not accepted
because of that which is written in the Torah: “And the Festival of the Harvest
of the first yields of your produce that you sow in the field,” (Exodus 23:16) [and

thus no other firstfruits can be offered before the two loaves].

4) These bring [firstfruits] but don't recite [the declaration]: The convert, since
he cannot say: “[I have come to the Land] which the Lord swore to our fathers
to give to us” (Deuteronomy 26:3). But if his mother was an Israelite he brings
and recites. When he prays [shemonah esreh] in private, [instead of saying: The
God of our fathers] he says: The God of the fathers of Israel and when he [prays]
in the Synagogue he says: The God of your fathers. But if his mother was an
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Israelite he says: The God of our
fathers [the halachah is that a convert
brings and recites and does say our
fathers, since Abraham is considered
to be the father of all converts].
(5) Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: A
the daughter of
converts may not marry a priest [since

woman who is
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“From the seed of the house of Israel
shall they take” (Ezekiel 44:22)],
unless her mother was an Israelite [and
thus she is considered of the seed of
Israel]. [Regardless, of] whether [she is a daughter of] converts or [of] freed
slaves even up to [and after] ten generations [she may not marry a priest] unless
their mother is an Israelite. [The Ahalachah, follows Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov
that at the outset, a priest is prohibited from marrying a daughter of converts,
however, if he did marry such a woman, he need not divorce her and their child
may even serve as High Priest (see Kiddushin 4:7 for differing opinions)]. [One
appointed] a guardian [for orphans], an agent, a slave, a woman, a tumtum, or
an androgynous [whose sex is in doubt], bring but do not recite, since [the Land
was not apportioned to the aforementioned,] they cannot say: “Which You O
Lord have given me” (Deuteronomy 26:10) [which is part of the recital].
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(6) One who buys two trees that were
growing in the field of his friend [since
there is a doubt whether this sale also
included the
because of doubt, he] brings [the
firstfruits], but does not recite. [Where
he purchased three trees everyone

ground, therefore,
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agrees that the ground is included in

the sale.] Rabbi Meir [maintains, that the ground is included in the sale and thus]
says: He brings and does recite. If the well dried up or if the tree was cut down
[before he set aside the firstfruits and thus it no longer draws any sustenance from
the ground] he brings but does not recite [since this, too, is not included in your
Land as above in Mishnah 2]. Rabbi Yehudah says: [Since he owns the land] he
brings and does recite [the halachah does not follow Rabbi Yehudah]. From
Shavuot until Sukkot [the main harvesting season, when one is truly happy] one
brings and recites [the declaration, since part of the declaration states: “And you
will rejoice in all the good that the Lord your God has granted you,”
(Deuteronomy 26:11) we deduce that it should be in a time of joy]. From Sukkot
until Hanukah [although he continues to harvest] one brings, but, [since the joy
is not as profound as in the main harvesting season, he] does not recite. Rabbi
Yehudah ben Beteira says: He brings and does recite. [After Hanukah all agree

that no firstfruits are brought at all].
(7) If one set aside his firstfruits and then sold his land, he brings, but does not
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recite. And the other one [who
purchased the field] does not bring
from the same species [which were
already brought by the previous
owner, this is deduced from the verse
which states: “I declare this day” (ibid.
v. 3),

however, he brings and recites [when

implying one declaration],
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Yehudah says: [It is the same person,
who may not declare twice, and
therefore,] he [the second person] may bring and recite, [even] from the same
species.
8) If one set aside his firstfruits and they were seized, or they rotted, were stolen,
lost, or they became defiled, he [is responsible for their replacement and] brings
others in their stead but [since these are not firsfruits he can't say: “I have brought
the first of the fruit” (Deuteronomy 36:10) and thus] does not recite. [And if a
non-priests eats] the second ones [by mistake, they] do not obligate one to pay
the extra fifth [the halachah does not follow this view]. If they became defiled
in the Temple courtyard [he no longer bears responsibility for them and
therefore] he empties [the fruit, but gives the basket to the priest, in keeping with
the verse: “And the priest will take the basket from your hand” (ibid. v. 4), i.e.,
there are times when the priest only takes the basket,] but does not recite.
9) And from where do we know that he is responsible for them until he brings
them to the Temple courtyard because it written: “Bring the firstfruits of
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your Land to the House of the Lord
your God.” (Exodus 23:19) From here
we may deduce that he is responsible
only until he brings it to [the House of
the Lord your God, i.c.,] the Temple
courtyard. If he brought [firstfruits] of
[the
declaration] and then returned and

one variety and recited
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brought [firstfruits] of another variety
[of fruit, even Rabbi Yehudah who
maintains that two people may make the recital in Mishnah 7, agrees that] he
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[being, one person,] does not recite [twice].
(10) And these bring and recite [one who brings] from Shavuot until Sukkot, from
the seven species, from produce on the mountains [which are superior], from dates
of the valleys, [valley dates produce more honey] and from oil-olives [even if
they are] from beyond the Jordan [since, this too, is land which God gave to
Israel]. Rabbi Yose HaGalili says: Firstfruits are not brought from beyond the
Jordan, for that is not [referred to as] a Land flowing with milk and honey [the
halachah does not follow Rabbi Yose HaGalili].
(11) One who purchases three trees in a field of his friend [is assumed to have
also purchased the land underneath and thus] brings and recites. Rabbi Meir says:
Even if he bought two [it is assumed that he bought the land and thus] brings
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and recites [the halachah does not  .X71P1X*2N WP '[?’x R o 1558:

follow Rabbi Meir, see above Mishnah ~ NM7%0m1 N0™X ’7?5_23 AR MR T 027

6]. If he bought one tree [and TP 7RO

specified] with the soil, he brings and

recites. Rabbi Yehudah says: Also sharecroppers and tenants [are considered
forms of land ownership and therefore they] bring and recite.
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