)] BERAKHOT 8

Mishnah Berakhot, chapter 8

(1) These are the points [of contention]
between the School of Shammai and
the school of Hillel, regarding meals.
The school of Shammai say, That the
blessing is first recited over the day
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[i.e., kiddush, since the day which
obligates kiddush came first] and then
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over the wine [JBX7 "B X3, or in the case of one making kiddush over bread,
X*X11], while the School of Hillel say, That the blessing is first said over the
wine [or bread, since without wine or bread one would not make kiddush] and
then the [kiddush of the] day.
(2) The School of Shammai say, That washing the hands precedes the filling of
the [kiddush] cup, [by Rabbinic decree hands always have a second degree
impurity, unless they have been purified by pouring water from a vessel over
them (see Hok vol. 5, pg. 107, Yadayim 2:1). If they touch liquid, it becomes
impure to the first degree, as liquid always reverts to the first degree (Parah 8:7),
therefore, if one recited kiddush before washing his hands and if the cup were
wet, his very touching of the cup conveys impurity to the first degree to the
liquid, which, in turn, conveys impurity to the outside of the kiddush cup. Now,
even though the Rabbis limited the defilement to the outside of the cup so that
the inside does not become impure (see Kelim 25:6), still the School of Shammai
maintain that the Rabbis forbade using a vessel whose outside became impure,
lest some drops spill and, touching the outside of the cup, become defiled and
then convey impurity to the hands holding the cup; therefore the School of
Shammai say that one should purify his hands first, so as to make certain, that
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the outside of the cup does not become @72 PPvi1 72 TMX1 03T DX PaArin
impure], while the School of Hillel 72123 70 mipn 0 MR “KnY n°2 A
[maintain, that using a vessel whose 2y ,0mix 990 nay Jn7wn %y I
outside is defiled, was not prohibited

by the Rabbis and therefore] say that the filling of the [kiddush] cup precedes the
washing of the hands [for if one washed his hands first and didn't dry them
properly and then used a vessel, the outside of which was defiled to the second
degree (which is permitted, according to the School of Hillel), the liquid on his
hands touching the cup, becomes a first degree impurity, which, in turn, defiles

his hands].

(3) The School of Shammai say that after wiping his hands [from washing for
bread] with a napkin, the diner places it on the table [so that he can use it during
the meal, however, he may not place it on the seat cushion. Since there is no
prohibition of sitting on a defiled seat (because a seat, even if defiled to the first
degree, does not convey impurity to man or vessels, however it does defile food
and therefore), if he now placed a wet napkin on the seat, the liquid now becomes
Rabbinically a first degree impurity as in the previous Mishnah and if he
subsequently wipes his hands on them during the meal, his hands now become
impure. The table, however, is not defiled since the School of Shammai maintain
that it is forbidden to eat at a defiled table even when only defiled to the second
degree]. While the School of Hillel say that he places it on the [seat] cushion
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[rather than on the table. The School  NX 71°7227m ,D°MIX XY "2 T N0
of Hillel argue on that of Shammai and %77 121 .0°7"2 79011 72 K] 27
maintain that it is permitted to eat at a DX 7°722R 52 IX) D?'_!Z? ]”?t;ﬁ: ,u’jrgix
table defiled to the second degree and ~ J1 71 DMK XpY 2 7 a7
therefore, if he places a wet napkin on

such a defiled table, the liquid becomes defiled in the first degree which, in turn,
may defile foods coming into contact with the wet napkin and since foods can
become defiled Biblically (although here it becomes defiled only Rabbinically,
since liquid reverting to a first degree is only a Rabbinic defilement to begin with,
still) it is better that he places the wet napkin on the seat since only his hands
will become defiled (people don't place food on seats), which is only always
Rabbinic in nature, rather than place it on the table, where the food may become
defiled in a manner more comparative to a Biblical defilement, since food can

become Biblically defiled].

@) The School of Shammai say that [one may hire an am ha'arets (i.e., an
uneducated) waiter and therefore, after the meal] the floor is [first] swept [of all
crumbs] before one washes his hands [for the grace recital, lest the water falls
onto food, the size of an olive bulk, thereby destroying food] while the School
of Hillel say that [one may not utilize the services of an uneducated waiter and
therefore,] they [the diners may] wash their hands [first] and then the floor is
swept [since an educated waiter will not leave food particles, the size of an olive,
nearby (and particles smaller than an olive are of no concern and are not
prohibited to be destroyed). The halachah here follows the School of Shammai].
(5) [Where one was eating late Sabbath afternoon and night fell without his
having finished his meal and he only has one cup of wine.] The School of
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Shammai say that [the proper order is 71 ,0™ M S5 .TI’T?ZI;EH: agiali/m}
the blessing over] light [>Xn X712 ,u"gr;ix XMy n°a 'l’?'f:.'ﬂ ]Tf?;ﬂ D’?;’@);ﬂ
WX usually recited in the havdalah], X712 07X 997 NP2 UKD IR XY
grace [over the meal, the blessing over R"71: 37 5y NS 72720 X T URT TRR
smelling the] spices [@°»w3a] and [then ¥ N’?] oy N’?] ,87123 '?W oonan by
the] havdalah [blessing, “Blessed ...

Who separates between holy and secular ....], while the School of Hillel say light,
spices, grace and havdalah [both agree that havdalah is recited last, thereby
showing that the Sabbath is not a burden; both also agree, that light is first, being
that he may now (after nightfall) benefit from light, the Schools of Shammai and
Hillel differ over whether the blessing over spices is connected to the blessing
over light, or not: The School of Shammai maintain that they are not connected,
therefore, he should recite grace before the smelling of the spices since he is
already obligated to do so; however, the School of Hillel hold the two blessings
are connected (see Tiferet Yisrael)]. The School of Shammai say; [that the
blessing over light concludes with the words] X72¥ — who created [past tense]
TX” — the light WX — of the fire, while the School of Hillel say; [that the words
are] XM2 — who creates [can be either past or present tense] W2 — the lights

[plural,] WX — of the fire [since there are different-colored flames].

(6) A blessing may not be recited over the lights or spices of idolaters [since these
lights were used on Sabbath in a manner prohibited to a Jew and their spices are
assumed to have been used for a festivity connected with idolatry] or over the
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lights or spices of [i.e., in honor of] the
dead [lights in honor of a deceased is
not for the benefit of the light and
therefore, it is not fitting to make a
blessing over it and so, too, spices
placed near a corpse, is only to
eliminate the odor and not for the
purpose of its own fragrance] nor
[does one make a blessing] over the
lights or the spices placed before idols
idols is

[since any benefit from
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prohibited] and a blessing is not said
over the light until it has been utilized [i.e., he should be close enough to have
the ability to benefit from it].

(7 If one has eaten and forgot to recite grace [after the meal and then
remembered]: the School of Shammai say He must return to the place where he
ate and recite grace [there], while The school of Hillel say [If this was
unintentional] he should recite it in the place where he remembered [if
intentional, he must return to the place where he ate]. Until when can he say
grace? Until enough time has passed for the food in his stomach to be digested.
®) If wine is served after the meal and that is the only cup there is, the School
of Shammai say that a blessing may be first recited over the wine and then [the
grace is recited] over the food [i.e., the recital of grace does not require wine],
while the School of Hillel say that a blessing [i.e. grace after meals] is first
recited over the food and then over the wine [thereby allowing him to recite grace
with wine, which is obligatory]. One says Amen after a blessing recited by an
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Israelite [even though he only heard  “D37 IR 7R PIW X1 77200 '73'1?:2)?

the end of it] but not after a blessing 7127270 92 YUY Ty 71

recited by a Kuti, unless he heard the

whole blessing [in order to ascertain that the blessing was directed towards God
and not towards the Mountain of Gerizim, which they also worshipped].
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