T BERAKHOT 4

Mishnah Berakhot, chapter 4

(1) The morning [shaharit] tefillah [can
be said] until midday; Rabbi Yehudah
says till the fourth hour [when there
are exactly twelve hours in the day,
(i.e., a third of the day) following the
permissible time for the daily tamid
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sacrifice; the law is in accordance with
Rabbi  Yehudah]. The
[minhah] prayer [can be said] till
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evening; Rabbi Yehudah says, Until the middle of the afternoon [pelag minhah
— 1 1/4 hours before the evening]. The evening [ma'ariv] prayer has no fixed
limit. The time for the additional [musaf] prayers is the whole of the day [i.e., if
one recites musaf after the seventh hour, this is permitted, but is frowned upon];
Rabbi Yehudah says, till the seventh hour.
(2) Rabbi Nehunia ben HaKanah used to say a short prayer upon entering the Bet
HaMidrash and upon exiting. They said to him: “What sort of prayer is this?”
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He replied: “When I enter, I pray that
no offense should occur through me
[e.g., by giving a wrong decision], and
when I leave, I express thanks for my
lot [as being one of the scholars; these
two prayers are obligatory].”
(3) Rabban Gamliel says: Every day a
man should say the Shemoneh Esreh
[Eighteen Rabbi
Yehoshua abbreviated
eighteen [the beginning and end of

Benedictions].
says: An
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each blessing and the middle in a

shortened version, (see Bartenura for other explanation)]. Rabbi Akiva says: If
he knows it fluently, he says the [complete] eighteen, and if not, an abbreviated

eighteen.

(4) Rabbi Eliezer says: If a man makes his prayers a fixed task [i.e., burden], it
is not a [genuine] supplication. Rabbi Yehoshua says: If one is traveling in a
dangerous place, he says a short prayer, saying, “Save O Lord, Your people, the
remnant of Israel; [even] when they move to sin, may their requirements be in
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front of you. Blessed are You, O Lord,
Who hearkens to prayer” [the law is
with  Rabbi
Yehoshua; rather, the prayer “The

not in accordance
needs of Your people are great ...” is
recited and when he is out of danger,
he recites the full prayers, provided it
is still the proper time].
) If he is riding on a donkey he
dismounts and prays. If he is unable to
dismount, he should turn his face
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[towards Jerusalem; the law is that he

turns his face and does not dismount because his mind would not be clear if he
dismounted, even if there were someone to hold his steed]; and if he cannot turn

his face, he should direct his thoughts towards the Holy of Holies.
6) If he is traveling on a ship, in a wagon, or on a raft, he should direct his
thoughts towards the Holy of Holies.
(7) Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah says: The musaf prayers are to be said only with
the local congregation [i.e., with a minyan and not privately]; the Rabbis,
however, say: Either with or without the congregation. Rabbi Yehudah said in
his name [the name of Rabbi Elazar ben Azariah]: Wherever there is a
congregation, an individual is exempt from saying the musaf prayer [if he prays
alone; the law is in accordance with the Rabbis].
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