Ty BAVA METZIA 2

Mishnah Bava Metzia, chapter 2

(1) These [items] found belong to the
finder and these others must be
announced, [so that the owner may
identify them]. The
following articles belong to the finder:

and claim
If one finds scattered fruit, scattered
money, [which cannot be identified by
the loser and are thus given up by him
as beyond recovery. The resignation of
the loser to his loss (yiush) renders the
article public property and gives the
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finder the right to keep it], small

sheaves in a public thoroughfare [where the traffic soon destroys any
distinguishing mark by which the sheaves might be identified], round cakes of
pressed figs, baker's loaves [which are uniform in appearance and cannot be
identified], strings of fish, pieces of meat, bundles of wool which have been
brought from the country [in a raw state, and bear no mark by which they could
be identified], bundles of flax and strips of purple [long strips of wool dyed
purple]; all these belong to the finder. [The person who finds these articles need
not announce them because they bear no marks by which the loser could identify
them, and the finder has the right to keep them because the owner has given up
the hope of recovering them]. This is the view of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah
says: Whatever has in it something unusual must be announced, as, for instance,
if one finds a round [of figs] containing a shard, or a loaf containing money.
Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: New merchandise [which was never used by its
owner and which, therefore, would not be recognizable to its owner] need not be

announced.
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iy BAVA METZIA 2
2) And these objects must be
announced: if one found fruit in a

vessel [which wusually has some
identifying mark by which the owner
may recognize it] or a vessel by itself,
money in a purse [which also has an
identifying mark] or a purse by itself,
heaps of fruit [which are identified
through their number or through the
way they had been piled, or] heaps of

coins, [or] three coins on top of each
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other [since the finder announces, |

found coins, which are identified by the loser, saying There were three piled one
on top of the other as a tower], bundles of sheaves in a sparsely travelled area,
homemade loaves, bundles of wool from a craftsman's workshop, jars of wine or

jars of oil — these must be announced.

(3) If a man finds pigeons tied together [by their wings] behind a fence or wall
or in the pathways through fields [since wings of birds tied together are not an
uncommon way of tying birds, and, therefore, they are not an identifying mark],
he must not touch them [since it is likely that someone placed them there with
the intention of picking them up in a short while and by taking them, he would
be depriving this fellow of his birds, since he could not return them to him,
without any identifying marks]. If a person finds a vessel in a garbage pile: if
covered up, he must not touch it [because the covering shows that it was placed
there and since it is covered well, it is not deemed a lost item]; if uncovered, he
must take it and announce it. If he finds [an article] amidst debris or in an old
wall [these had cavities in which the objects could be placed], they belong to him
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w BAVA METZIA 2

[he may successfully claim to the
owner of the wall that the item had
been hidden there by the previous
If he finds
[something] in a new wall [fronting a

Ammorite dwellers].

public thoroughfare]: if in the outer
half [i.e., the part facing the street], it
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is his [it must have been placed there

by a passerby, who had forgotten it; therefore, it belongs to the finder]; in the
inner half [i.e., the part facing the house it encloses, it belongs to the owner of
the house since he must have placed it there]. But if it [the house] used to be
rented to others, even if he finds [articles] in the house itself, they belong to him.
@) If a man finds [an article] in a shop [which cannot be identified], it belongs
to him [since any customer might have dropped it the shopkeeper has no
particular claim to it; while the loser must have abandoned it, since it bears no
mark of identification]. [If he found it] between the counter and the shopkeeper,
[it belongs] to the shopkeeper [since customers have no access to that spot, the
shopkeeper must have dropped it there]. [If he finds it] in front of a money
changer, it belongs to him [the finder]; between the stool [and the table in front
of the money changer, where the money was placed] and the money changer, [it
belongs] to the money changer. If one buys produce from his neighbor [a produce
distributor who buys from many people], or if his neighbor [a produce
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3 BAVA METZIA 2

distributor] sends him produce and he
finds money there, it is his [since it
may have belonged to anyone whose
produce the distributor deals with].
But if they [the coins] are tied up, he
must take and announce them [the
manner of tying or the number of coins
can prove ownership].
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return of lost items, “And do the same OV ™27 MWW M1 WY 2P 1w
with his garment; and do the same with

any of your brother's lost items,” (Deuteronomy 22:3) indeed,] A garment, too,
was included in all these [i.e., “any of your brother's lost items”]; why then was
it singled out? So that an analogy might be drawn, telling us that just as a garment
is distinguished in that it bears identifying marks and is claimed, so, too, must
everything be announced, if it bears identifying marks and has claimants [thus
excluding articles which the owner has abandoned through yiush, i.e., the

resignation of the loser to his loss].
(6) Until when is he [the finder] obligated to announce it? Until his neighbors
[i.e., the residents of the area where the item was found] may become aware of
it; this is the opinion of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah maintains: [He announces
it where all congregate in Jerusalem until] three Festivals [have passed], plus an
additional seven days after the last Festival, allowing three days for going home
[and searching if he is indeed missing such an item as announced], three days to
return, and one day for announcing [that he indeed has lost such an item and give
its identifying marks].
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(7 If he [the claimant] states the
article lost, but not its identifying
marks, he must not surrender it to him.
But if he is [generally known to be] a
cheat, even if he states its identifying
marks, it must not be given to him,
because it is written, [“And it will be
with you] until your brother seeks it
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whether he is a cheat or not.

Everything [i.e., any animal] which works for its keep must [be kept by the finder
and] earn its keep [i.e., he works the animal to offset its food, since its owner
would rather receive his own animal with whom he is familiar, rather than receive
money from its sale to buy another; however the Rabbis have set different time
limits for different animals so that the finder does not have to care for them
forever]. But [an animal] which does not work for its keep must be sold, for it
is said, “You must return it to him,” (ibid.) [which means,] consider how to return
it to him; [for if the finder keeps it and then charges the owner with its keep, it
may exceed its actual worth, and so the return will become a loss]. What happens
with the money [from the sale until that time when its owner claims it]? Rabbi
Tarfon says: He may use it; however, therefore, if he loses it [even through an
accident], he bears responsibility for it [since the benefit of usage makes him a
borrowing guardian who is responsible even for accidents]. Rabbi Akiva

maintains: He may not use it; therefore, if it is lost [through an accident], he bears
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no responsibility [however, if it is lost
or stolen he is responsible for it, since
he will receive reward for his good
deed, therefore, he is considered as a
paid guardian].
®) If one finds scrolls, he must read
them once in thirty days [if left unused
longer, they become moldy and
moth-eaten]. If he cannot read, he
must roll them [from beginning to end,

to air them.] But he must not study [a
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subject] there for the first time [the

long poring over the scroll and its consequent handling might damage it]. Nor
may another person read with him [since each unconsciously pulls the scroll
towards himself, the scroll may become damaged]. If a person finds a garment,
he must shake it out [to dust] every thirty days, and spread it out for its own
benefit [to be aired], but not for his honor [to use as a tablecloth or a bedspread].
Silver and copper vessels may be used for their own benefit [i.e., may be dug out
from their proper hiding place beneath the earth and used lightly to prevent them
from becoming moldy], but not [so much as] to wear them out. Gold and
glassware may not be touched until Eliyahu comes [i.e., even if the finder holds
on to it for a very long time before someone claims it, he must not use them at
all, since they do not deteriorate]. If one finds a sack or a basket, or any object
which is not his usual manner [and is undignified for him] to [carry and] take,

he need not take it.

(9) What is [considered] lost property? If one finds a donkey or a cow feeding by
the way, that is not considered lost property; [but if he finds] a donkey with its
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riding gear overturned, or a cow
running among the vineyards [which
legs],
considered lost. If he returned it and it

may damage its they are
ran away, returned it and it ran away
[again], even four or five times, he is
still bound to restore it, for it is
written, “You must surely return them
[hashev  tshivem].” [Deuteronomy
22:1; the doubling of the verb for
emphasis teaches that one is bound to

2 P75 KY°Xn K12 80

P28 1931 AN AT PR 7772
ATIR TN ,0mIT PR Y TR
EK AT AT AT AT
ATII? M DRYD Pnm AYIN
P02 0 .0°WR 2V 20 o RRIY
2 1033 XPXR ,¥20 77 1A 12 0N XD ,yoon
MR 17 I°2 oY W2 ox Y3 Pyinl o
7193 ,17 M°2 OV X OX .7 "3 V193
20 IPK 972 MRER ° OTip WY M
2 M OXY A2 270 00277 MU A2
AR 19 MmN ox A2 Nmwe XD ninapn

return the same article many times, if

necessary.] If [in a case where the owner was not present and he took time off
to fetch a lost article (see Tiferet Yisrael here and Tosfot Yom Tov, Bava
Kamma 10:4) and] his lost time is worth a sela, he must not demand, “Give me
a sela,” but, rather, is paid as an unemployed laborer [i.e., we ascertain the
amount one would allow to be deducted from his usual salary in order to perform
this easier job]. If a Court is present, he may stipulate in their presence [that if
he returns the article, he shall be paid for lost time according to what he himself
could earn; then he can claim his loss in full]; but if there is no Court, before
whom shall he stipulate? His own [work] takes precedence [and he is not bound

to return the article at all and incur a loss].

(10) If he finds it [an animal] in a stable, he has no responsibility towards it [i.c.,
to return it, even though the gate is not locked]; in the street, he is obliged [to
return it]. And if [he is a priest and] it is in a cemetery, he may not defile himself
for it. If his father orders him to defile himself, or says to him, “do not return
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[it],” he must not obey him. If one
[sees a donkey crouching under its
weight and he] unloads and [then]
loads, [and once again the donkey
crouches and he] unloads and loads,
even four or five times, he is [still]
bound [to help him again], because it
is written, “you must surely help [it.]”
(Exodus 23:5) If he [the owner of the
animal] went and sat down, saying [to
the passerby], “Since the obligation
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unload,” he [the passerby] is exempt, ,MRTP 127 5127 ;137 N7ARY PAR NTAX
“with him;”

however, if he [the owner] was old or infirm, he [the passerby] is bound [to do

because it is said,
it himself]. There is a Torah obligation to unload [without compensation], but
not to load [without compensation]. Rabbi Shimon said: To load [without
compensation] as well [the halachah does not follow Rabbi Shimon]. Rabbi Yose
HaGalili said: If it [the animal] bore more than his proper burden, he [the
passerby] has no obligation towards him [its owner], because it is written,
[regarding the animal to be assisted] “under its load,” (ibid.) which means, a
burden which it can endure.
1) If [one found] his own lost article and his father's lost article, his own takes
precedence. His own and his teacher's — his own takes precedence [the verse
states “There will be no needy among you;” (Deuteronomy 15:4) you have an
obligation to make sure you don't become needy] his father's and his teacher's
[i.e., a teacher who taught him most of his knowledge] — his teacher's takes
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precedence, because his father brought
him into this world, whereas his
teacher, who instructed him in
wisdom, brings him to the World to
Come. But if his father is a scholar, his
father's takes precedence [since his
father is also his teacher]. If his father
and his teacher were [each] carrying a
[first]

burden, he must assist his
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teacher to lay it down, and then assist his father. If his father and his teacher are

in captivity, he must [first] redeem his teacher and then his father. But if his

father is a scholar, he must [first] redeem his father and then his teacher.
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