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Mishnah Bava Batra, chapter 7

(1) If one person says to another, “I sell
you a bet kor [an area of 75,000
square cubits in which a kor or homer
(= 30 se'ah) of seed may be sown] of
arable land,” [and] it contained pits ten
handbreadths deep, or rocks ten
handbreadths high, these are not to be
measured [i.e., included] with it [he
must give him a bet kor of level land].
[If they are] less than this [i.e., lower

than, or not as deep as ten
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handbreadths], they are to be measured

with it. If, however, he said to him, “[...] about a bet kor of arable land,” even if
[the land] contained pits deeper than ten handbreadths, or rocks higher than ten

handbreadths, they are to be measured with it.

(2) [If one person says to another,] “I sell you a bet kor of arable land, measured
by the rope [i.e., exact measurements], [and] he gave [him] less, [even if only
by] a fraction, [an equal sum] is to be deducted [from the price]. If he gave more,
[even if only by] a fraction, it is to be returned [to him]. If, however, he said
[when the sale was being arranged], “[...] more or less” [instead of “measured by
the rope,” thus implying, the measurements of the bet kor are not exact], the sale
is valid even if he gave [at the rate of] a quarter of a kav per se'ah [or seven and
a half kav per kor, i.e., 1/24th portion] less or more [than the exact measurement].
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[A kor = thirty se'ah; a se'ah = 6 kav.]
[If the difference is] greater than this,
calculation is to be made [and the
party that gained, pays for, or returns,
the difference]. What is [the buyer] to
return to him? The money [the value
[the
seller] prefers, he [the buyer] returns

of the surplus]. If, however,
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to him the land; why [then] did they

[the Rabbis] decree that [the buyer] is to return to him money? To safeguard the
interests of the seller [so that he should not be left with a fraction of land of
which no use could be made]. If, therefore, there was a surplus in the field of an
area of nine kav [such an area is regarded as a useful field on its own]; and in a
garden, an area of half a kav [which is regarded as an independent garden], and
according to Rabbi Akiva, a quarter of a kav [which he regards as an independent
garden] — then the land [itself] is to be returned instead of money [thus the seller
has all his options open, for if he wants money he could readily sell it]. Not only
the [surplus to the] quarter [of a kav per se'ah] is to be returned, but all the
surplus [i.e., the quarter kav as well, since the surplus land has independent value

the seller does not wish to give up anything].

(3) [If the seller says], “I sell you ... [see Mishnah 2, above] measured by the rope,
more or less,” the [latter condition of] “more or less” cancels [that of] “measured
NTIv7212 7°72W 120
1T RO 929 AP A 7NN AR M 19IBK HSana T 19 MK K1 o 9
VAW Nme 198K 71N K91 7KDY Ya11 Nio 198K KN 071 Ay 213 07 Ny owbw
a7 17T 90M 1T 99 191 K KD NP2 130 .NDYIN TN 19IBKT 1 [vnw Mab Ay rap
SN M7 NP [ A0 17 M) KNAND OND 713 N3 K K1Y V2T IO IR Y211 N OR
DW 131 M3 NP2 DY M D W PAWR WY PR OX AIKD 939 yarm anre JNDR
VPP KK 19 TS PR P paw YR 9 MR 1K Y o na Nk onw pawn eh
XOK AN T 7210 Myn 19w 0 1pn K91 .73%3 13 A KYR mpivn mp kY Mnw
TTW 72 N722 MY DRW 275 o 1 XST vy YPIp MK T8 XOW 121 YW mand
W XIp2 NTAY WM P3p 'O N7 (v 77 MNKTA Ypip IR Y T RNWETT ap vwn na
1% v Pap VAW annn [Pynw 15w YpIpi DK Y01 1mim KoK My 12 I PROIX
Mwy? 59231 7Y K91 Pap IYwn TV YIm Pap avawn .a%nm i axo 93% apn yan xinw
TR LPAWH WY TI0KT RIET PTLYATET AR KDY wpnp M AN X Pap vwn awn
XIT M0 M0 N7 Sw ey owbwin 93 03 XYR ) K 7293 mma DR XS vpp
MW 177305 MK 191 DA T 2 een S kS 9O 12 21w ypp KRT T mn
Tap K97 ynwnT AnOepyishtE 2hessMishagheenbAtRistimResened omomn 195m mnwS

Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



P BAVA BATRA 7

by the rope.” [If he says:] “[...] more
or less, measured by the rope,” the
[latter condition] “measured by the
rope” cancels [that of] “more or less”
condition is

[the second always

regarded as the valid one. It cancels,
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therefore, the first]; the opinion of Ben

Nannus [however, the Sages argue. They hold that the buyer is entitled to the
lesser amount of the two]. [If one says: pointing to a particular field, “T sell you
this bet kor] within its marks and boundaries,” the sale is valid [if the difference
between the sizes is] less than a sixth [even though the mention of “bet kor” is
comparable to the mention of “more or less,” in which case the sale is valid only
when the difference is less than one twenty-fourth, or a quarter kav per se'ah; the
pointing out of the field and the addition of the stipulation “within its marks and
boundaries” modify the implication of bet kor, and a greater difference is,
consequently, allowed before any deduction can be claimed. While the
expression, “within its marks and boundaries” implies the offer of a specified
field whatever its area is, the expression “bet kor,” used with it, implies an area
not too much different in size from that of a bet kor. Hence, the law of our
Mishnah, which limits the allowed difference to a sixth]; [if it amounts] to a sixth,
deduction must be made. [If less land was given, the difference in price is to be

deducted. If more land was given, the surplus of land is paid for.]

@) If one says to another: “I sell you half a field,” [but did not specify which
half,] an evaluation is made between them and he [the seller] takes half of his
field [in value; i.e., whichever he chooses, the Gemara explains that he may take
an area of better quality land which is equal in value to half of the total field,
and not necessarily the actual area of half the field]. [If one says:] “I sell you half
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field the seller chooses to give him.

Thus his statement is to be understood as, “I sell you the value of the southern
half of the field in any part of the field that I choose to give you”]. He [the buyer]
must undertake [to supply, out of his portion of the field] space for the wall, [and]
for the bigger and smaller trench [which is dug round the wall. The trenches are
made to prevent animals from jumping over the wall]. And what is [the width of]
the bigger trench? Six handbreadths [along the entire length of the field] and [the

width of] the smaller one, three [along the entire length of the field].
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