o) SOTAH 9

Mishnah Sotah, chapter 9

(1) [The declaration over] the calf
whose neck is to be broken, must be in
the Holy Tongue, as it is said: “If a
corpse of a person be found in the land

. then your elders and your judges
will go out,” (Deuteronomy 21:1-2)
[and Scripture continues and says “and
they will answer and say,” (ibid verse
7) just as the phrase “and the Levites
shall answer and say” (ibid 27:14)
means in Hebrew, so too, over here, it
means in Hebrew]. Three, used to go

forth from the Great court in
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Jerusalem; Rabbi Yehudah says: Five,
as it is said: “Your elders,” i.e., two, “and your judges,” i.e., two, and since a
court cannot consist of an even number, they add one more.
(2) If [the corpse] was found in a heap of stones, or hanging on a tree, or floating
on the surface of the water, they do not break [a calf's neck], since it is stated:
“In the land”; (ibid 21:1) and not hidden in a heap of stones, “Fallen”; but not
hanging on a tree, “In a field”; but not floating on the surface of the water. If it
was found close to the frontier border, or to a city the majority of whose
inhabitants are idolaters, or to a city in which there is no court, they do not break
[a calf's neck. In the first two instances the ritual is not performed at all, since he
wandered to these areas, he is considered as wilfully endangering himself. In the
last instance that city does not perform the ritual, since] they measure only from a
city in which there is a court [and thus the closest city having a court is the city
XMIv7212 7°72W 120

PN I 077 DX 190w KD 07T DMK ouaptw m WTIpn nwSa oy aday N
w19 ININDT 1D KYNAY 1D MKW KD PPpNT wmpn wSa A YR v’ 193 omiK
WA IXI X WP (w3 199 1 ,090K1 0190 1 070 207 1279 RN 1V 1K
TN 1217 KR YT PRIRTIow My 1YY YHnm pn orTTint ow oK IR 1 wTmpn
TR O7PY TR 7YY 27 KW KOK MW mMw pions waK KTy wy 773 PSP T17a
3 2'N37 .01 1A KD o 913 Syx 9900 o Ky A e mew) oy oian
TYH X MY Myy Koy 197K T 1219 oW MYy DR KvnnS vaa 55 Ky
VY o Kynl i LT 1A W YR ROR TR PR TN 1 KD 173 1A PRw
K1 A9 121P 772 72 WYY DK LTTIN TR T2 W YD KROK LAY PTTIN PR 77 712 PR

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



ne SOTAH 9

obligated to perform the ritual. If [the
corpse] was found exactly between
two cities, both of them bring [a total
of] two calfs; the opinion of Rabbi
Eliezer. [The city of] Jerusalem does
not bring a calf whose neck is to be
broken.
(3) [Regarding the burial of a met
mitzvah which is buried where it is
found;] if the head was found in one
place and the body in another place,
they carry the head to the body [and
bury both there]; the opinion of Rabbi

Eliezer. Rabbi Akiva says: [They
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carry]| the body to the head.

(4) From what part [of the body] do they measure? Rabbi Eliezer says: From the
navel; Rabbi Akiva says: From the nose; Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov says: From
the place where he was slain, i.e., from the neck.

(5) When the elders of Jerusalem [i.e., of the Great Sanhedrin] had departed and
gone away, the elders of that city [nearest the corpse] would take a calf of the
herd which had never been worked and which had not drawn in the yoke, and a
defect does not disqualify it. They bring it down to a ravine which is stony [eitan]
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— “eitan” is to be understood in its
literal sense of “hard” — but even if it
is not stony, it is fit [for the ceremony].
They then break its neck with a hatchet
from behind. The site may never be
sown or tilled, but it is permitted to
card flax and to chisel stones there.
6) The elders of that city then wash
their hands with water in the place
where the calf's neck was broken, and
they declare, “Our hands did not shed
this blood, nor did our eyes see [this
crime].” (Deuteronomy 21:7) But is it
conceivable that the elders of a court
are shedders of blood? Rather, [the
meaning of their statement is,] he [the
man found dead] did not come to us
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[for help] and [had we seen him, we .A? 71271 APDO 1182 ,ANPNAN NXI PO

would not have] dismissed him

without supplying him with food; we did not see him, to [have prevented him
from] let[ting] him go [without escort]. Then the priests exclaim, “Atone for Your
people Israel, Whom You have redeemed, ... and lay not [the guilt of] innocent
blood among your people Israel.” (Deuteronomy 21:8) They did not need to say,
“And so the blood will be atoned for them” [the continuation of the previous
verse] (ibid.), rather, the Divine Spirit announces to them, “When you act thus,

the blood is forgiven for you.”

(7) If the murderer was discovered before the calf's neck was broken, it goes free
and feeds with the herd; but if [he was discovered] after the calf's neck is broken,

it is buried in that place, because it came there from the outset in connection with
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a matter of doubt [i.e., the unknown
murderer], and it atoned for the doubt
which is now gone [ie., it
accomplished its purpose]. If the calf's
neck was broken and afterwards the
murderer is discovered, then he is
executed.
@®) If one witness says: “I saw the
murderer,” and [at the same time]
another witness says: “You did not see
him:” or if a woman says: “I saw him,”
and another woman says: “You did not
see him,” they break its neck. If one

person says: “I saw him,” and two say,
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“You did not see him,” they break its

neck. If two say, “We saw him,” and one says to them, “You did not see him,”
they do not break its neck [this case is talking about improper witnesses, and
where there is conflicting testimony from improper witnesses we believe the

majority].

(9 When murderers multiplied, the ceremony of breaking a calf's neck was
discontinued [since it was assumed that the murderer is known]. That was when
Elazar ben Dinai, also called Tehinah ben Perishah [a notorious bandit and
murderer] appeared. He was afterwards renamed “son of the murderer.” When
adulterers multiplied, the ceremony of the bitter water was discontinued, and it
was Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai who discontinued it, as it is said [i.e., thereby
fulfilling the prophecy,]: “I will not punish your daughters when they commit
harlotry, and your daughters-in-law when they commit adultery, for they
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themselves [consort with lewd women
...].” (Hosea 4:14) When Yose ben
Yoezer of Zereidah and Yose ben
Yohanan of Jerusalem died, the

v PP L0 91

WX 1371 12 7011 1778 UK My 72 ov
0 ) TP NN P03 D
PUDI AMX P2 YIoR? YW PN
AR ymn neTin 2y YT g fant 0

“clusters” [Rabbis
learning] ceased, as it is said [i.e.,
fulfilling the prophecy,]:

“There is no cluster to eat; my soul desires the first ripe fig.” (Micah 7:1)

Ty .PERIT NXY LPIYRn AR P2 X
PR TR DPUTYR 3R LD W TR

of exceptional
thereby

(10) Yohanan the High Priest brought to an end the confession of the tithes (see
Deuteronomy 26:13-15) [since Ezra punished the Levites who did not come up
from Bavel by enacting that henceforth tithes should be given to the priests, thus
one could not declare; I have given to the Levite]. He also abolished the wakers
[the Levites who recited Psalms 44:24, “Awake, why do You sleep, my Lord,”
every day] and the strikers [who made an incision between the eyes of an animal
about to be slaughtered, so that the blood would blind it, thereby making it easier
to bind it, instead he instituted metal rings for their necks]. Up to his days the
hammer [of metal-smiths, doing (permissible) work on Hol Ha-Moed] used to
strike in Jerusalem [and he abolished it because it was deemed degrading to the
Festival due to the loud noise level], and in his days there was no need to inquire

NXMIv721 7°72W 120
Awyn NI eovT 9an nax onmn 9o a2 Sanw vk M9RWRT 1503 S a0
0% 1N XSw onYin NK D3P KNMYw 8% M99 TNN DN DT M WEpn Nayha wyn T
502 9173 T2 MM DAY WYRT NNW TV 1y 1Y KD 19 031 a9im m abywa wyn
DMmIR O 922 o5 PIw 2MMYRT AR 02 5% vnna on amS S ’Sw i
TAW ORI NN PV TVt Dpnt 1Y W wr 31 MK /T N Y amy e by
UMWY 1INDIY M KT IR KOW 13 1rya 0715 9100w 1 1p 1A 12p Sw Sayh ponon
F1INY MmAn IRIY 9219719 Yppa Mvav oab Ppnm .om Svan axnw 15031 Kt T
D2 2w 1597 WD N undn WaAvK Gl DK PX 0T phm N0 Lpon L
KIT TY1.TY1P2 NN KW TART NIXRY1 MwyS wrvsa Pan 171 9121 Nwm wHn v
ARRTA 5Y DIRWS Y DX PR 11121 v ST KUK R0 KNS KWNIKT 0w 150
M1 I Y 93av1 Awyn NN LN Y a9 minw owa 11T 1Y mnR K
/Y WYN K1 PIWRD WY 197 IR K91, 7292 1w WYt Iwyn NN RN 1 IRy
PIWIT 2 M AP 7R M Mpnm L2101 Sav KW R KT Y9 K 150 b poiw
NK 921K1 W WYn TWYN NN O wWhan T KOK KD DK PIpinn 11 oK SXw 1 X

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



X SOTAH 9

about demai [he decreed that since the
amei ha'aretz were not observing the
law, consequently the purchaser
should apportion the tithes himself].
(11) When the Sanhedrin ceased [to
function], song ceased from the places
of feasting, as it is said [i.e., fulfilling
the prophecy]: “They shall not drink
wine with a song ....” (Isaiah 24:9)

(12) When the former prophets [those
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died, the Urim and Tummim ceased.
When the
destroyed, the shamir [a worm capable

[Second] Temple was

of splitting stone] and nofet tzufim [a very fine type of honey] ceased, and men
of faith disappeared from Israel, as it is said [i.e., fulfilling the prophecy,]: “Help,
.7 (Psalms 12:2) Rabban Shimon ben
Gamliel says in the name of Rabbi Yehoshua, From the day the Temple was

O Lord, for the goodly man ceases ...

destroyed, there is no day without a curse, and the dew has not descended as a
blessing, and the flavor has departed from the fruits. Rabbi Yose says: The
fatness [i.e., nourishing quality] was also removed from the fruits.

(13) Rabbi Shimon ben Elazar says: [The cessation of] purity has removed taste
and fragrance [from fruits]; [the cessation of] the tithes has removed the fatness
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of grain. But the Sages say, Immorality
and witchcraft destroyed everything.
(14) During the war with Vespasian,
they [the Rabbis] decreed against [the
use of] crowns worn by bridegrooms
and against [the use of] the drum [at
wedding celebrations]. During the war
of Titus, they decreed against [the use
of] crowns worn by brides and that no
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During the final war [in which the
Second Temple was destroyed, in
which Titus participated], they decreed
that a bride should not go out in a palanquin [i.e., a hand held chariot decorated
with gold, to her husband's house] in the midst of the city, but the Sages permitted
a bride to go out in a palanquin in the midst of the city.
(15) When Rabbi Meir died, the composers of fables ceased. When Ben Azzai
died, the assiduous students [of Torah] ceased. When Ben Zoma died, the
expositors ceased. When Rabbi Yehoshua died, goodness departed from this
world. When Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel died, the locust came and trouble
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increased. When Rabbi Elazar ben
Azariah died, wealth departed from the
Sages. When Rabbi Akiva died, [he
would explain the meaning of each
crown of the letters in the Torah,] the
glory [i.e., crown] of the Torah ceased.
When Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa died,
men of [wondrous] deeds ceased.
When Rabbi Yose Katnuta died, the
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name called Katnuta? Because he was :XROT DRI 7Y

the youngest [katnutan] of the pious

men. When Rabban Yohanan Ben Zakai died, the aura of wisdom ceased. When
Rabban Gamliel the elder died, the glory of the Torah ceased [people no longer
had the strength to learn while standing], and purity and abstention perished.
When Rabbi Yishmael ben Pavi died, the luster of the priesthood ceased. [The
students of Rebbe added this to the Mishnah] When Rebbi died, humility and

fear of sin ceased.
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Beraita At the end of Sotah

[The students of Rebbe added this to
the Mishnah:] Rabbi Pinhas ben Yair
says: When the Temple was destroyed
haverim and free-men [of illustrious
lineage] have been ashamed and their
heads
humiliation, by the

have been covered [in
insolence and
power gained by the lowly]. And men
of [wondrous] deeds have become
impoverished. But the strong-armed
and slanderers have conquered and
there are none who seek and beseech
[on behalf of Israel]. Upon whom, can
we rely on? [Only] on our Father in
Heaven. Rabbi Eliezer the Great says:
the day the

destroyed, scholars began to [decline

From Temple was
in their wisdom] and were comparable
to school teachers and [the wisdom of]

schoolteachers became comparable to
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synagogue attendants and [the wisdom

of] synagogue attendants became comparable to unlearned commoners and [the
knowledge of] unlearned commoners became [even] less and less. And no one
asks or searches. Upon whom, can we rely on? [Only] on our Father in Heaven.
In the period preceding the coming of Mashiah, insolence will increase and
prices will soar. The vineyard will produce, yet wine will be expensive [since
constant partying will cause excessive demand]. And government will turn to
heresy and their will be no admonishment [for sins, since all are sinners]. The
[former] meeting place [of scholars] will be used for harlotry. The Galil will be
destroyed and Gablon [a place] will be desolate and the inhabitants of the border
[towns] will wander from town to town but they will not find grace [anywhere].
The wisdom of the Scribes will decay and those who fear sin will be utterly
despised. Truth will be absent, the youth will blanch the faces of the elders, elders
will rise in honor of the youth, the son will deride his father, the daughter will
stand up against her mother and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. The
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enemies of one are members in his
own household. The face of the
generation is like the face of a dog
[bearing no shame for anything]. The
son is not embarrassed in front of his
father and upon whom, can we rely
on? [Only] on our Father in Heaven.
Rabbi Pinhas ben Yair says: Diligence
leads to cleanliness, cleanliness leads
to purity, purity leads to restraint [even
from those things that are permissible],
restraint leads to holiness, holiness
leads to humility, humility leads to the
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fear of sin, the fear of sin leads to piety, piety leads to [the resting of the] Divine

spirit, the Divine spirit leads to the [ability of] resurrecting the dead and the

resurrection of the dead will come about through Eliyahu the prophet who is

mentioned for good, Amen!
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