ND SOTAH 8

Mishnah Sotah, chapter 8

(1) At the time when the [priest]
anointed for battle addresses the
people, he speaks in the Holy tongue
[Hebrew], as it is said: “And it will be,
when you approach the battle, that the
— 1.e., the
“and speak to

priest will come near”
anointed for battle —
the people” — i.e., in the Holy tongue
— “and he will say to them, 'Hear, O
Israel, [this day you are approaching
the battle against your enemies']”
(Deuteronomy 20:2-3) —

but not against your

“against
your enemies,”
brethren, not Yehudah against Shimon,
nor Shimon against Binyamin, so that
if you fall into their hand [i.e., one
Israelite into the hand of another
Israelite], they shall have mercy on
you, as it is said: “And the men that

were mentioned by name rose up, and
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took the captives, and, with the spoil, clothed all that were naked among
them, and arrayed them, and shod them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and
anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them on donkeys, and brought
them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, to their brethren; then they returned to
Samaria....” (I Chronicles 28:15) Against your enemies do you march, so that if you
fall into their hand they will have no mercy on you. “Do not let your
hearts be faint; fear not, and do not be alarmed [or terrified because of
them].” (Deuteronomy 20:3) “Do not let your hearts be faint” — at the neighing

of the horses and the brandishing of swords; “fear not” — the clanging
of the shields and the spear-like weapons [used to pry loose and smash rocks

“and do not be alarmed” —
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upon the enemy]; at the sound of trumpets;
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at the sound of battle
cries. “For the Lord your God is the

or terrified” —

one Who goes with you” (ibid., verse
4) — they come [relying] on the might
of flesh and blood, but you come
Might of the
The Philistines came

[relying] on the
Omnipresent.
[relying] on the might of Golyat
[Goliath], but what was his fate? In the
end he fell by the sword, and they fell
with him. Bnei Ammon came [relying]
on the might of Shovach, but what was
his fate? In the end he fell by the
sword, and they fell with him. But with
you it is otherwise, “For the Lord your
God is the one Who goes with you, to
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fight for you ...” — this [alludes to] the

camp of the Ark [i.e.,

TN T TN YuiED M prn
the Israclite TMX1 @0 0% ,ARYPT T0X) ,2°9720
army which was accompanied by the

Levites who carried the Ark].
(2) “And the policemen will speak to the people, saying, "What man is there who
has built a new house, and has not [yet] dedicated it? Let him go and return to

l”

his house ...".” (ibid., verse 5) It is all the same whether he built a barn for straw,
a stable for cattle, a shed for wood, or a storehouse; it is all the same whether he
built, purchased, inherited it, or if someone had given it to him as a present [as
long as it is new to him, he is exempt from military service]. “And what man is
there who has planted a vineyard, and has not [yet] redeemed it?” (ibid., verse
6) It is all the same whether he planted a vineyard or planted five fruit trees [the
minimum to warrant an exemption] and even of five species; it is all the same
whether he planted, bent [the vines under the earth, and the vines grow forth], or

grafted it, or whether he purchased, inherited, or someone had given it to him as

XT13D7272 7772 1329
YT KAY W AW DK DY DN DM 01AK 122 SV 0a om0y e Rw mopn
YUIAT AR W KT PR AW A AP R aaan R 2 e 0 vy Sxmwa
WA 198K AN NRYE NAKY ,DNWw T Dnw 000 M vamaT JSaRn 1SN wnan

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



plo} SOTAH 8

a present. “And what man is there that
...?” (ibid.,
verse 7) It is all the same whether he

has betrothed a woman

betrothed a virgin or a widow, or even
a shomeret yibum [a childless widow
waiting for her brother-in-law], or
even if a man heard that his brother
had died in the battle [leaving no
offspring, and he must now marry the
widow], he returns home. All these
hear the priest's words concerning the
war regulations and return home; but
they supply water and food and repair
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(3) And these do not return home: the XY 17X1 T :7in 3 X7 ,jiw2 o712%
one who built a gatehouse, a canopy,

or a verandah; the one who planted four fruit trees, or five trees which do not
bear fruit; the one who betrothes [taking back] his divorced wife. If a High Priest
betrothed a widow, or an ordinary priest betrothed a divorcee or a halutzah, or
an ordinary Israelite betrothed a mamzeret or a Gibeonite woman, or the daughter
of an Israelite betrothed a mamzer or a Gibeonite, he does not return home
[because of these, since these, are illegal marriages]. Rabbi Yehudah says: Also
the one who rebuilt a house upon its foundation does not return home. Rabbi
Eliezer says: Also the one who built a brick house in Sharon [an area not suited
for such construction, which had to be renewed periodically] does not return

home.
(4) And these do not move from their place [those listed above are exempted from
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battle at the battle-front, however they
must serve in a support capacity, these
however, do not go to the battle-front
altogether] the one who built a new
house and dedicated it [but did not live
in it a year], planted a vineyard and
redeemed its fruit [but not for a full
year|, married his betrothed, or took
home his brother's childless widow
[but are married less than a year]; as it
is said: “He must remain free for his
household for one year, [and he must
make his wife happy, whom he has
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taken.];” (Deuteronomy 24:5) “for his
household” — this [refers to] his
house; “must remain free” — this
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[refers to] his vineyard; and “must make his wife happy,” — this [refers to] his
wife; “whom he has taken” — to include his brother's childless widow. These do
not supply water and food nor repair the roads [for the army].

(5) “And the policemen will speak further to the people, [and they will say, What
man is there who is fearful and fainthearted?” (Deuteronomy 20:8)]: Rabbi Akiva
says: Fearful and fainthearted” is to be understood literally, i.e., he is unable to
stand in the battle ranks and see a drawn sword. Rabbi Yose the Galilean says:
“Fearful and fainthearted” alludes to a person who is afraid because of the
transgressions he had committed [even Rabbinical prohibitions]; therefore the
Torah connected all these [i.e., those with exemptions] with him, so that he may
return home on their account [without having to reveal his transgressions]. Rabbi
Yose says: A High Priest who married a widow, an ordinary priest who married
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a divorcee or a halutzah, an ordinary
Israelite who married a mamzeret or a
Gibeonite woman, and the daughter of
an Israelite who married a mamzer or
a Gibeonite — behold, this is the one
who is “fearful and fainthearted” [only
Biblical prohibitions].
(6) “And it will be, when the policemen
finish speaking to the people, they will
appoint officers of the legions at the
edges of the people;” (ibid., verse 9)
and at the rear of the people, they
station guards; in front of them [so if
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anyone were to fall, they would stand

him up again], and others behind them, with iron axes in their hands, and should
anyone wish to flee, they have permission to smite his thighs, because the
beginning of defeat is flight. As it is said: “Israel fled before the Philistines, and
there has been a great slaughter among the people,” (I Samuel 4:17) and further
on it states: “And the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines and fell down

slain ....” (I Samuel 31:1)

(7) To what does all the foregoing apply? To voluntary wars [milhemet reshut],
but to wars commanded by the Torah [milhemet mitzvah, e.g., the conquest of
Canaan and the annihilation of the Amalekites], all go forth, even a bridegroom
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from his chamber and a bride from her "2 WX .AnNBM2 772 MM NN 125N
wedding canopy [for the women .TI%n MAPRY ,OUMMK 0127 MR2 AT
provided food for the troops]. Rabbi  nm I7DX ,PX¥P 27,720 nanona %28
Yehudah said: To what does all the ANBM NP2 TN
foregoing apply? To wars commanded

by the Torah [Rabbi Yehudah refers to optional wars as those commanded i.e.,
allowed by the Torah]; but in obligatory wars [milhemet hovah, the term Rabbi
Yehudah applies to the conquest of Canaan and the annihilation of the
Amalekites], all go forth, even a bridegroom from his chamber and a bride from
her wedding canopy. [The Gemara explains that the Sages and Rabbi Yehudah
argue regarding the terminology used to describe pre-emptive discretionary wars.
Rabbi Yehudah, nevertheless, refers to such wars as milhemet mitzvah. Thus one
who is engaged in such a war is considered to be engaged in a mitzvah and is
exempted from fulfilling other mitzvot [MXM7 2 7LD MM POW], while the
Sages consider such a war as milhemet reshut, and one who is engaged in such

a war is not exempted from fulfilling other mitzvot.]
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