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Mishnah Sotah, chapter 6

(1) If a person was jealous [i.e., raised
a formal accusation] against his wife
[with a
presumed paramour], even if he [the

and she was secluded
husband] heard of this from a flying
bird, [i.e., vague rumor, and he does
not allow her to drink] she goes forth
[i.e., is divorced] and he must give her

[the amount of] the ketubah; the
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Rabbi
Yehoshua says: [She is not forbidden

opinion of Rabbi Eliezer. TIRT MTY OX 71,7772 Y A nwn
to her husband] until the women who spin by moonlight discuss her [i.e., her
behaviour had given rise to public speculation].
() If a single witness said: “I saw that she defiled herself,” she would not drink
[the water, for one witness is sufficient to remove doubt in regard to drinking the
water and the water was only used when her guilt was in question]. And this is
not all; even a slave, [and] even a maidservant, are believed to negate her right
to her ketubah [i.e., marriage settlement]. Her mother-in-law, the daughter of her
mother-in-law, her fellow wife, the wife of her husband's brother, and her
husband's daughter — they [all] are believed; not to negate her right to her
ketubah, but rather so she will not drink [the water].
(3) It might logically be learned [as a kal ve-homer]: If the first testimony [that
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she secluded herself with another
man], which does not prohibit her [to
her husband] forever [for the water
may prove her innocent], is not
established by than

[witnesses], is it not the law that the

less two

last testimony [about her defilement],
[to her
husband] forever, is not established by

which does prohibit her
less than two [witnesses]? Scripture,
however, states; “and there be no
witness against her,” (Numbers 5:13)
[that she is defiled, and then she is
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drink] [but]
whatever witness there is against her [cancels her status as a sofah, and the need

given to teaching,
for her to drink, since this witness is trustworthy]. We now can learn from this,
applying a kal ve-homer, about the first testimony: If the last testimony, which
does prohibit her [to her husband] forever, is established by a single witness, then
should it not be the law also that the first testimony, which may not prohibit her
[to her husband] forever, be established by a single witness as well? Scripture,
however, states: “Because he has found some unseemly matter [davar] in her,”
(Deuteronomy 24:1) and elsewhere it says: “At the mouth of two witnesses ... the
matter [davar] will be established,” (Deuteronomy 19:15) [and the use of the
word davar in both verses teaches;] just as there [in Deuteronomy 19:15, it is
established] at the mouth of two witnesses, here as well it is, [i.e., the finding of
the “unseemly matter,” is established] at the mouth of two witnesses.
@) If one witness says: “You were defiled,” and [another] witness [at the same
time] testifies: “You were not defiled” [at the time of seclusion]; or a woman
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says:  “You defiled,” and
[another] woman says: “You were not
defiled” — she would drink [the water,

on account of the seclusion itself

WEre

which arouses suspicion]. If one says:
“You were defiled,” and [another] two
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say: “She was not defiled [in front of you]” — she would drink [the water, on

account of the suspicion]. If two say: “You were defiled,” and one says: “You
were not defiled” — she would not drink [the water].
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