X1 SOTAH 1

Mishnah Sotah, chapter 1

1) If one warns his wife [not to be
alone with a certain man], Rabbi
Eliezer says: He warns her before two
witnesses [against secluding herself
with so and so,] and [if she then
secludes herself,] he makes her drink
[the curse-bearing waters] on the
testimony of one witness or his
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personal testimony [that she, in fact,

did seclude herself and she becomes forbidden to her husband until she drinks].
Rabbi Yehoshua says: He warns her before two and makes her drink on the
testimony of two.

2) How does he warn her? If he says in the presence of two: Do not converse
with that man [but he did not add, do not seclude yourself with him] and she
conversed with him [or secluded herself with him, or if he warned her not to
seclude herself with him and she spoke to him in public], she is still permitted
to her husband and [if she was the wife of a priest, she is] permitted to partake
of terumah. If she entered a secluded place with him and stayed with him
sufficient time for having relations, [this is a sotah and] she is forbidden to
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her husband and forbidden to partake

of terumah [until she drinks the
waters]. If [her husband] died
[childless before she had the

opportunity to drink], she performs

halitzah but may not perform levirate
marriage.

(3) And the following [who are married
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to, or are the daughters of, a priest] are

prohibited from partaking of terumah: One who [was warned by her husband
and who subsequently secluded herself for a sufficient amount of time and] says:
I am defiled to you [and I do not wish to drink of the waters]; if witnesses come
and testify that she defiled herself [even if she drank, since the waters were not
effective when there were witnesses that she defiled herself]; one who says: [I
am innocent, nevertheless,] I refuse to drink, and one whose husband is unwilling
to make her drink and when the husband had relations with her on the way [to
the Bet din, the verse states: “The man shall be cleared of iniquity,” (Numbers
5:31) and since she is prohibited to him until after she drinks, this man is not
cleared of iniquity and thus, the waters are not effective in such a case]. How
does he act [towards her]? He brings her to the Bet din of that locality and they
assign to him two scholars [who accompany them to Jerusalem] lest he have
relations with her along the way. Rabbi Yehudah says: Her husband is entrusted
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with her [and does not require an
escort; the halachah does not follow
Rabbi Yehudah].
(@) They bring her to the High Court in
Jerusalem and they intimidate her in
the same manner that they intimidate
witnesses in capital cases [that they
dare not testify falsely]. And they say
to her: My daughter, [Do not fear to
admit, for] much wine is a cause [for
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cause, youth is a cause, bad neighbors
is a cause. Do admit for the sake of NN
His Great Name which is written in

holiness so that It may not be erased by the waters. And they relate to her matters
which neither she nor all the family of her father's house is worthy of hearing

[instances where great persons have admitted their misdeeds].

(5) If she says: I have defiled myself, she gives a document foregoing her ketubah
and leaves. But if she says: I am pure, they bring her to the East gate which is
at the entrance of Nikanor's gate where they gave the Sotah the water to drink,
where they purified women after childbirth and purified lepers. [I.e., where they
stood when the priest offered their sacrifices; the space under Nikanor's gate was
left unsanctified, so that people being purified could be positioned “Before the
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Lord”.] A priest seizes her garments
— if they tear they tear, if they shred,
they shred — until he uncovers her
bosom and he undoes her hair. Rabbi
Yehudah says:
beautiful, he did not uncover it and if

If her bosom was

her hair was beautiful, he did not undo

it [the halachah does not follow Rabbi
Yehudah].

6) If she was clothed in white, he
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clothes her in black [and if black is
becoming for her,
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something uncomely]. If she wore

golden ornaments, necklaces, earrings and rings, they remove them from her in
order to make her repulsive. After that the priest takes an Egyptian rope [since
she is accused of doing “as the deeds of the Land of Egypt,” (Leviticus 18:3)]
and ties it over her bosom [to prevent her clothing from falling]. Whoever wants
to watch [her in her repulsive state] may do so except for her male and female
slaves because her heart is made defiant through them. All women should look

at her, as it is written: “That all women may be taught not to follow after your
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lewdness” (Ezekiel 23:48).
(7 In the same measure that a man
measures, it is meted out to him. She
The
Omnipresent makes her repulsive; she
herself  for
Omnipresent

adorned  herself for sin;

exposed sin, the
holds her wup for
exposure; she begins the sin with the
thigh and then, with the womb,
therefore, she is punished first in the
thigh and then, in the womb, nor does
the rest of the body escape.
8) Shimshon went after the desire of
his eyes, therefore, the Philistines put
out his eyes, as it is written: “And the
Philistines laid hold of him and put out
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his eyes” (Judges 16:2). Avshalom

prided himself in his hair, therefore, he was hanged by his hair, and because he
had lain with ten concubines of his father, (Il Samuel 17:22) therefore, he was
stabbed with ten lances as it is written: “And ten young men that bore Yoav's
armor surrounded him and killed him,” (ibid., 18:15) And because he stole three
hearts; [he requested that his father give him a note that any two people he
requests should accompany him. He went and showed this decree to two people
and then, he showed it to two other people and so on, until he had with him two
hundred of the Sanhedrin, thus he stole three hearts,] The heart of his father, the
heart of the court and the heart of Israel as it is written: “And Avshalom stole
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the heart of Israel”; (ibid., 15:6)
therefore, three darts were thrust

through him, as it is written: “And he
took three darts in his hand and thrust
them through the heart of Avshalom”
(ibid., 18:14).
© It is the same regarding good
[deeds]. Miriam waited a short while
for Moshe, as it is written: “His sister
positioned herself from afar,” (Exodus
2:4) therefore, Israel delayed for her
seven days in the wilderness, as it is
written: “And the people did not travel
until Miriam was brought in.”
(Numbers 12:15) Yosef earned merit
by burying his father and none of his
brothers was as great as he, as it is
written: So Yosef went up to bury his
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father ... Chariots and horsemen also went up with him.” (Genesis 50:7-9) Who
was greater than Yosef, that none other than Moshe occupied himself with his
burial? Moshe earned merit with the bones of Yosef and there was none in Israel
greater than he, as it is written: “And Moshe took the bones of Yosef with him.”
(Exodus 13:19) Whom have we greater than Moshe? Since none other than the
Omnipresent occupied Himself [with his burial], as it is written: “And He buried
him in the valley.” (Deuteronomy 34:6) Not only regarding Moshe did they say
this but, regarding all the righteous, as it is written: “And your righteousness shall
go before you; the Glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.” (Isaiah 58:8)
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