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Mishnah Nazir, chapter 9 v P79 711 73Wn

@) Non-Jews do not have the laws of W’ O°72y1 D°W3 .N171) D.‘l'? TR 37 N
nezirut. [Though non-Jews may NIW ,0°72y3an O°W32 N M1 D;l'?
dedicate certain sacrifices, a vow of TN AWK NX 7910 1°X1 172y AR 191D
nezirut would have no effect. This is WX 773 79n NXIW ,0°W3an 077293
deduced from the opening verse 787 ,mx;}x? D7 372 0773 79 AR
introducing the laws of nezirut, which ~ D%¢n mn? XY ,i72y% 97 by
states: “Speak to the children of Israel” WX Xn *27 ,115 73120 72y .IM1
(Numbers 6:2).] Woman and slaves

have nezirut. Nezirut is more stringent regarding a woman than regarding a slave,
in that, one can force his slave [to violate his vow, by making him drink wine or
force him to attend to a corpse] but one cannot force his wife to do so. [It should
be noted that a slave who vows something self-afflicting, or that which will affect
his work, has no validity to begin with.] Nezirut is more stringent regarding a
slave than regarding a woman in that he may declare void the vow of his wife
[and even if he reverses himself later her vow is voided] however, he cannot
declare void the vow of his slave [and if after forcing him to drink wine, his
master decides that he may abstain henceforth from wine, his vow is still in
force]. If he voids his wife's vow, it is voided forever, but if he voids his slave's
vow, if the slave goes free he completes his nezirut. If he escaped from his
master; Rabbi Meir says: He may not drink wine. [He is penalized so that he
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should have an inducement to return to
his master who will force him to drink
wine.] But Rabbi Yose says: [His
master prefers that his slave be in good
health and, therefore, it is assumed that
he allows him to drink, since he is
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his property] he may drink.
(2) If a nazir shaved [and brought his concluding sacrifices] and then discovered
that he was defiled; if it is a definite defilement [e.g., he stepped on a known
grave] then the nazirut is rendered void [and he begins anew] but if it is a
defilement of the depth, [i.e., a defilement which was not known before, no one
ever knew that under the depths lay a corpse] his nrezirut is not rendered void
[this being a halachah handed down from Sinai]. However, if this occurs before
shaving [even after his sacrifices in purity] either type of defilement renders the
nezirut void. How so [regarding defilement of the depth]? If one goes down to
a [pool in a] cave to immerse [from a minor defilement] and finds a corpse [or
an olives-bulk of a corpse] floating at the mouth of the cave, [since this is readily
seen, this is considered as a known defiling agent and] he is definitely defiled.
But if the corpse was discovered embedded on the bottom of the cave [we may
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assume that this is a defilement of the
depth], then if he [was in a pure state
and] went down to refresh himself, he
remains pure, but if he went in to
immerse himself after a defilement
from contact with the dead, he remains
defiled. The reason is that, where the
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status is one of defilement, he remains

defiled, but where the status is one of purity, he remains pure, this being the
presumption [of the halachah handed down from Sinai, that the defilement of the
depth does not defile a nazir, and is only where the nazir was in a pure state to

begin with].

(3) If one finds a corpse unexpectedly [in an area not previously known as a burial
place] lying in its natural position [as Jewish custom requires], he may [assume
that the corpse is Jewish and is a temporary grave and may] remove it [to a
proper cemetery] along with the [blood] saturated earth [i.e., a depth of three
fingers beneath it However, if it is known that the corpse was buried there on a
permanent basis, it would be forbidden to remove him]. If he finds two [corpses],
he may remove them along with the saturated earth. If he finds three; and there
is a space between four and eight cubits between the first and the last, then it is
considered a cemetery [from where the removal of corpses is forbidden. The
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reason is, that it was the custom to D™y Mi02 X KID AWK DMWY 1707
bury the dead in caves which had X oy 17791 uwg pTi2 K
crypts carved out of their walls; the — 2vi1 ,iX3n APnma HRY 7272 o230
usual size of the cave was four by six :inoan nXY

cubits. Thus, the diagonal of the cave

is eight cubits and therefore, any corpse found from four to eight cubits distance
from another, may be assumed to be part of a cemetery.] And [if he wants to
ascertain that the area is not a cemetery,] he searches [for a hidden grave] twenty
cubits from that point [i.e., the outermost grave in all directions. Since a
courtyard square was six cubits and had, opening up from it, on either side, at
least two caves, each measuring six cubits in length, there was a total of eighteen
cubits in length where one might dig and not find a grave even if it were a proper
cemetery; since the possibility exists that one of the caves was built diagonally
to the courtyard, we add another two cubits (we do not fear lest two of the caves
were built diagonally)]. If he finds another corpse at the end of those twenty
cubits, he searches another twenty cubits as there are grounds to believe [that
this, is in fact, a cemetery]. [Though] if he had found it [this single corpse] at
the outset [before he had discovered the first three] he would be allowed to

remove it with its saturated area.
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4) Any condition of doubt regarding
leprosy signs in the beginning, before
the impurity has been established, is
[regarded as] pure. [L.e., if two people
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came to the priest, one having a bright ~ .93121 XN ,"?'H;’I gt
spot the size of a split bean and the

other having one the size of a sela, and at the end of the week, that of each was
the size of a sela, and it is not known on which of them the spreading occurred,
which ordinarily is a sign of defilement, they both remain pure.] But after the
impurity has been established, a condition of doubt is regarded as defiled. [I.e.,
if two people came to the priest, one having a bright spot the size of a split bean
and the other having one the size of a sela, and at the end of the week, that of
each was the size of a sela and something more, both are defiled; and even
though both resumed the size of a sela, thereby, the one who had the bright spot
as a sela, had a definite reduction in the size of the sign that had caused his
impurity, which would, ordinarily, make him subject to a pronunciation of being
pure, both are defiled, and remain so unless both resume the size of a split bean
(Negaim 5:4-5)]. [A male who saw two flowing discharges, is called a zav and
becomes impure for seven days, and purifies himself through immersion, while
a man who saw three flows, in addition to becoming impure for seven days, and
being required to immerse, he also requires a sacrifice in order to purify himself.]
A zav is examined regarding seven things before his zivah [defilement and zav
status] was established [in order to ascertain that the flow is that of a zav, rather
than one caused by some other external factor]; regarding, food, drink, burdens,
jumping, illness, seeing [a woman] or a desire [if any of the aforementioned
happened before he saw the second flow it is considered caused by an external
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factor and he does not become a zav
and does not require seven clean days].
However, once a zivah [defilement]
was established [i.e., he saw a second
flow which was not due to external
factors] he is no longer examined and
[the third flow even if it was] an
accidental flow [caused by external
factors], a doubtful flow [i.e., one
coming up to twenty-four hours after]
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an issue of semen [which ordinarily ¥ X .07 72 PW XP% 7790 1R KoM
would not be considered a zivah flow,

nevertheless,] he is presumed defiled [and in addition to the seven clean days he
must now bring a sacrifice for his purification]. If one struck another a blow
sufficient to cause death and then the victim's condition improved [so that it was
thought that he would live] only to worsen, subsequently, so that the victim died
— he is liable [for murder]. Rabbi Nehemiah exempts him because there is
evidence regarding the matter [that he may not have died because of the first

injury].

(5) Shmuel was a nazir [and thus one who states: I am as Shmuel or: As the son
of Elkanah, he becomes a nazir,] according to the opinion of Rabbi Nehorai, as
it is written: “And a morah [razor] shall not come upon his head” (I Samuel
1:11). And it is written regarding Shimshon: “And a morah” (Judges 13:5) and
it is written regarding Shmuel, “And a morah” just as morah written in regard to
Shimshon indicates a nazir, so too, morah written in regard to Shmuel indicates
a nazir. Rabbi Yose said: But does not morah mean [regarding Shmuel mean]
fear of a human [i.e., “And a morah (fear of a human) shall not come upon his
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head”]? Rabbi Nehorai said: But is it v x "xmw) K3 922 X2M ,°X7i3 °27
not written: And Shmuel said: “How 33771 IR ¥1 72X X 2K K"
can I go? If Shaul will hear he will kill 071 M2 YW A7in TPy 20w
me” (I Samuel 1:) thus he was in fact

afraid of a human [proving that “morah” must mean “a razor”, indicating a

nazir).
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