b NAZIR 7

Mishnah Nazir, chapter 7

(1) A High Priest and a nazir may not
defile themselves by [attending] their
[deceased] relatives (see Leviticus 21
and Numbers 6). They may defile
themselves for a met mitzvah [i.e., a
corpse which was abandoned and has
no one attending to it]. If they [a High
Priest or, even a regular priest, and a
nazir] were walking along the road
and found a met mitzvah, Rabbi
Eliezer says: The High Priest should
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defile himself and not the nazir. But  TTW3 %Y ,2p7 TN Xon %Y1 931 12
the Sages say: The nazir should defile

himself but not the High Priest. Rabbi Eliezer said to them: The High Priest
should defile himself since [we see that] he does not offer a sacrifice upon
defilement, rather than the nazir, who does offer a sacrifice upon defilement [thus
the sanctity of the nazir is considered greater]. They replied: [No] the nazir
should defile himself since his sanctity is not permanent, rather than the priest,
whose sanctity is permanent [thus the sanctity of the priest is considered greater].
@) Over these defilements does a nazir [void his count and] shave: For a
[defilement via a] corpse [i.e., even a skeleton which does not have any flesh,
nor the normally required half kav of bones to void a nezirut, but it does have a
majority of the skeletal frame or a majority number of bones i.e., two leg bones
and one hip bone, or, 125 out of a total of 1”17 248 bones, or a fetus of less
than olive size]. For [a defilement from] an olive-sized [amount of flesh] of a
corpse, an olive-sized [amount] of nezel [the flesh of a corpse that has
decomposed, and has an appearance of a moist mass (Bartenurah Oholot 2:1)],
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for [a defilement from] a ladleful of
corpse mold [dust known to have
originated solely from a corpse, e.g.,
dust from a corpse buried naked in a
marble coffin], for [a defilement from]
the spine or the skull [either of these,
even if they do not have any flesh], for
[a defilement from] a limb of a corpse,
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or a limb [severed] from a living

person which has sufficient flesh upon it [to regenerate had it been attached to
the body, though this is less than the size of an olive], for a [defilement of] half
of a kav; of bones [one kav = four log = twenty-four eggs, roughly equivalent to
two liters] and for [a defilement from] a half log of blood, [this being fTwn? 7597
°3°0n, though the amount necessary for defilement is a quarter kav of bones and
a quarter log of blood] by touching, carrying and overshadowing. And for [a
defilement from] a bone the size of a barley-corn via contact or carrying. For
[defilement through] these a nazir must shave and is sprinkled on the third and
seventh days [with water containing ashes of the red heifer (see Numbers 19)]
and voids his previous count and does not begin counting his new period until
he has become pure [after his immersion in a mikvah] and brought his sacrifices.
(3) But [regarding defilement from] overhanging branches or protruding bricks [if
one of the branches, or one of the protrusions, overshadowed an olive's bulk of
flesh from a corpse and it is not known whether he passed underneath, or not, he

XTIV7212 7°72W 1329
72PN NN 5w 191n KX MK N12p7 OW PRY 12 KYT1 ww Sw 1K DY e 1apaws XOX
191K T DY ((onan K91 Npmw 9T 03 TN 2K 1111 (oM KW 05w 1913 nan
T A MAK SY1 w3 ma prOeR WK Sw . n9uIan oxy Sy 191 593 qwa ma px
D137 T N DR D2 MAKT YR 93 K03 WA DMy whw nn 1 Max
VYK JRYY AP ¥R DY :nman mng Kim K03 KIp1 KET WA MK Y 91K MYy
Y 9V 191 ,ap 1vn Sy KYR A9an M PR 101 wn® 1a%n ,5iKa Knon nyy Ap yanT
Sy mmywa nyy 5 S avn Sy XKOX A%an M PR SIRG Knon 0T yaT YR .OT 00
.OMTIPT AR MDY HIXD KNun YWD oYy PRY RS 19K Sy YA akwn Sy wan
WASW W MK WNRw 2y SR AW Y a5 w0 (1 12™)31) '
A TR AN DA A DT W oam ey 19 wiw 19K 11330 Dax A synaen
1 D91 OIYY IX 02AK YIS N YV 9IRGT QYT AN D2y oK YT PRI I A

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



o NAZIR 7

is considered defiled by Rabbinic
decree] or [a defilement from] a bet
ha-peras [a field which contained a
grave which was plowed, the earth for
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anyone touching, or carrying it,] or

land of the nations [one who walks upon, or touches, earth from outside the Land
of Israel becomes Rabbinically defiled] or the covering of a coffin, the coffin
walls or [if he touched or carried] a quarter Jog of blood or if he overshadowed
a quarter kav of bones or [touched] utensils that have come into contact with a
corpse [and become defiled as the corpse itself, and thus in turn defile anyone
touching it for seven days] and the seven days [after the purifying procedure] of
the counting of a leper [before returning to his tent] (Leviticus 14:8) and the days
of his confirmed [leper status], on these defilements a nazir need not shave. And
[if he became defiled in any of the aforementioned defilements besides that of
the leper] he sprinkles [with water containing ashes of the red heifer] on the third
and seventh day but it does not void his previous [period] and he resumes
counting immediately [after purification] and there is no sacrifice [necessary]. In
truth it was said [a term used for a ruling handed down from Sinai]: The days of
[defilement caused by the flow of] a zav, [or the flow of] a zavah [as well as
their seven days of purification (Leviticus 15:13 and 15:28)] and the [days of the]

X732 77727y 1327
AR TIKN DS N7 W N3P 13 WMy TTw LW0NAT N1 0 R NAn aRm Ymon
DMV YIRSV RO DI MY QMY PN DYVt DK T59m e 1y e
Wamt IRwn Sy 197K 0T MY Sy peTT Moamw MYy KT BT KT 1103 591
220 APK N (U)MPYY YW ap var Sy DN oK Yy yarm SaK noam e px
ARW1 K91 OIPIMI 0T 19°0K1 171, Minyy vam Sw Rwn van Sy 9ax ap avn Sy Srnxew Ty
NNL T2 YNIT 1YY Nnd KAbn DIw 1R DAt 091 obw mivws ovy om
XP™) 2PN3T NIV AL K 180 MM yyn S amdn mr N0 N vaw nkni
T prannT A 93 Sy ADan MR PROIOK Sy o nyaw 9nxS yim awn (7
IR N0 12K U173 AR T W KT 113 1K 1980 K IRp K KT YW wdwa
AR KOK PN PRI M 00 PO 1K I0RY 9K 93 T 1m Sinnm pampn
ooWn ,YIuY] OK 1180 MM 111 M DWW KT NN NKMBYA K[ DK U T e
AT MY NN NAND FIRMD 2P KN 1KY KDWY DT T o P Y anam
(Y QW) 12 MKW YMYNR SW 10 1M 0P fIVAW D0 1M DNKmY mr 93 AT

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



» NAZIR 7

quarantine of a leper [for further
observation by the priest] are counted
[and it goes without saying, that they
do not void his previous count].
) Rabbi Eliezer said in the name of
Rabbi Yehoshua: Every defilement
from a corpse which causes a nazir to
shave will also cause liability for one
entering the Sanctuary [under such a
defilement], and [conversely;] every
defilement from a corpse which does
not cause a nazir to shave will also not
cause liability for one entering the
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Sanctuary [under such a defilement].
Rabbi Meir says: This should not be
better than the defilement caused by a
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crawling creature [which causes liability (Leviticus 5:2)]. Rabbi Akiva said: 1
argued in the presence of Rabbi Eliezer: Since a barley-corn bulk of bone which
does not defile a person via overshadowing, nevertheless, if a nazir touches it,
or carries it, he is compelled to shave, than certainly a quarter kav of blood which
does defile via overshadowing should cause a nazir who touches or carries it to
shave. He said to me: One may not infer from minor to major in this instance.
When I went and repeated these words before Rabbi Yehoshua he said: Your
argument is well grounded but [the law of a barley-corn bulk of bone] is a law
handed down from Sinai [and one may not infer from a law handed down from
Sinai].
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