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Mishnah Nazir, chapter 5

(1) The School of Shammai say:

Consecration made in error is
nevertheless a valid consecration [this
is learned from the law of temurah
which states; that once an animal has
been designated as a sacrifice one may
not exchange it, even for a better one,

and if one did exchange it, then both
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states that if one made an exchange in
error it nevertheless consecrates the
second animal]. But the School of
Hillel say: [You cannot compare the case of temurah, where the sanctity is
transfered in error from an already duly sanctified animal, to our case where the
primary consecration itself was in error, and thus] it is not a valid consecration.
How so? If one says: The black bull that leaves my house first shall be holy; and
then a white one came out; the School of Shammai say it is consecrated while
the School of Hillel say it is not.
(2) [The above disagreement is not only where the sanctity is kedushat haguf, i.c.,
the animal itself is holy and is offered on the altar, but also regarding kedushat
damim, i.e., where its value is sanctified and utilized to purchase a sacrifice, thus
if he says:] The gold dinar that comes into my hand first will be consecrated, and
a silver one came into his hand; the School of Shammai say it is consecrated,
while the School of Hillel say it is not consecrated. If he says: The barrel of wine
that I come across first shall be consecrated and he comes across a barrel of oil,
the School of Shammai say it is consecrated, while the School of Hillel say it is
not consecrated.
(3) One who vowed to be a nazir [in a manner which he thought was not a valid
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formula and thus drank wine] and then
[when he] went to ask a Sage [whether
his formula was indeed invalid] it was
ruled binding, [he is not penalized
and] he counts his nazirut from the
[Unlike
shaving and becoming defiled the

time the vow was made.

drinking of wine does not void the
previous count (see 6:5).] If he asked
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aside [for the sacrifice, even the

School of Shammai admit] it goes back to pasture with the rest of the herd [since
he was never a nazir to begin with]. The School of Hillel said to the School of
Shammai: Do you not admit here that the consecration was in error yet the animal
goes back to the pasture? The School of Shammai replied: Do you not admit
[regarding the tithing of animals] that if one called in error the ninth as the tenth,
or the tenth as the ninth, or the eleventh, as the tenth, they all become consecrated
[though they had been counted in error]? The School of Hillel replied: It is not
[the mistake of] the rod that makes these consecrated, for if he placed the rod on
the eighth or on the twelfth would it do anything? Rather, Scripture which
declared the tenth holy, also declared [by stating: “All that pass under the rod,

the tenth will be a holy thing to the Lord,” (Leviticus, 27:32 see Bekhorot 60b)

XTIV7212 7°72W 1329
XO1.9TAW AYWR T3 7 mnwSn A XS RIML01m wS i wsa v 1% nKl 0K
5RW1 ;0% Yxww Ty winnb 19 T MOR pEbAT VYK T ANt Navw Sy Y pop
IXIT NIYYA FWISTT YA [N KYN :N1m nwd 1 pwa prw 19 mxw SN oan
DOTXI ,IMKRP TTM K91 ,N177M N12PY NIRP 13,7 IR T (17T, W7 TN KT .97 Kym
KW KD MIPY WP KW 12 DT DNN AN PNKDY 1 T 0K DKV 270 1KY
Py DMWY Wwh KXY ARAW N1 DAY 1K wIpn I Myva wpi ntinKT Ppis wen
WwYn 93 M Y rannT My WwpT WY TR YIWnn Y MnKp 0Ty XOK ,onyo
KT 21037 N0 mISa SThna AT vawn KD 172 DD 1K ra XpT) IR Tpa
XnSya rm e K91, WY 0D KOp OK [WpR VAW MPwYS Dimon Wy AR YwnT
/M1 WY DAY 1MW 198K 37K MDA WIpI DWW KNYY M1 197K ,WTpn T Myva wIpn

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



T3 NAZIR 5

that], the ninth and the eleventh [which
are in close proximity to the tenth] are
[also] holy [where he declared them as
the tenth].
(4) One who vowed nezirut and [at the
time he owned animals from which he
had in mind to bring the concluding
sacrifices and when] he went to bring
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animal was stolen; [and now he regrets
and wishes a Sage to annul his vow by
saying: Had I known that I would not
have animals, I never would have
vowed] — if he declared himself a nazir before his animal was stolen [since an
unforseen developement may not serve as an opening to annul a vow (see
Nedarim 9:2)] he is still a nazir. But if he declared himself a nazir after his
animal was [unknowingly] stolen, [the Sage may annul his vow and] he is not a
nazir [since he may say had I known that I had no animals at the time I would
not have vowed]. It was this mistake that Nahum HaMady made when the nezirim
came up from Bavel and found the Temple destroyed. Nahum HaMady said to
them: Had you known that the Temple was destroyed would you have vowed
nezirut? They replied: No! And Nahum HaMady then released them [from their
vow, even though they had vowed before the Temple was destroyed and was
thus. an unforseen developement]. And when the matter came before the Sages
they said: Whoever vowed before the Temple was destroyed, his vow is valid,
but those who vowed after the Temple was destroyed, his vow is void [the
halachah follows the Sages].
(5) If they were walking along the road and saw someone coming towards

XMIv721 7°72W 120
YW1 MR W M T e e K91 KA N30 DT A3 WY WIpW 1IN0 KOR
AW IRYM TPM MM DMKND PP AP T T RNYIRT MR Y T Tw
15 T KD, 1T T NITA 12331 KOW Y DN I Taw Sy vannm ar namm
YT T 19K KT LT 1230w RS DRY 191 prma PR N 9T L nea oo
oMM DYWAW MR DI YU MIYY M D9MT 10T AND 12T T KD 120w
79T DA 1 MK TY PR LN 290w DTIP 10T O LA YR IRY!Y 910 TR

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



-} NAZIR 5

them and one of them said: I am a
if this
another one said: I am a nazir if this is

nazir is So-and-So, while
not So-and-So, [and a third man said:]
I am a nazir if one of you two is a
nazir, [and a fourth man said:] [ am a
nazir if neither one of you is a nazir,
[and a fifth man said:] I am a nazir if
both of you are nezirim, [and a sixth

one said:] If all of you are nezirim; the

m P N 25

P102D Y 113 T TN M TR
"1 °3198 A1 PRY T 03T K TN
/T30 TR PRY T 09 KRG PT
KW 13 DT 02729 00T 027NV
PR ,EIR D90 121 P 072 DR
27 2T MPN XY n KPR T
YA Y I O TR PR IR 7970
B~ N 11701/ B R N L
XY .29 13 "1 71272 70 OX TN
37 X XY T2 TR O LN

School of Shammai say: [Just like

consecration in error is valid, so too, is vowing in error, and] all six of them are
nezirim, but the School of Hillel say [the gemara 32b amends this to read]: Only
those whose words were fulfilled are nezirim. Rabbi Tarfon says: [At the time of
the vow it must be clear that the vow will be taking effect, here, however, since

this is not clear] none are nezirim.
6) If the person [in the previous Mishnah] suddenly turned away and is not
identifiable, [since one does not consider his condition satisfied when there is a
doubt it is thus treated leniently and] he is not a nazir (see above Rabbi Yehudah
2:8). But Rabbi Shimon [who rules stringently maintains that one must keep his
vow out of doubt (ibid.)] says: He should say: If I were right [and it was
So-and-So] then I am a nazir by obligation, if not, I am [becoming now] a nazir
voluntarily.
(7 If one saw a koy [*13 — others pronounce this k'vee, regarding which there is
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a doubt whether it was to be classified W °13 177,70 WY 1 P77 0K
as domesticated cattle or wild animal] 713 °177 ,7072 MY 13 °377 70 X
and said: I am a nazir if that is a wild X1 720 W 13 070 002 1 PRY
animal, [and another one said:] If it is 0 X2 A1 PXY 13 37 10021 902
not a wild animal, [and a third one 77,713 02N TRV 13 *177 ORI
said:] If it is a domesticated animal, DD'?DW 713017 ,7°13 028 TN PRY 71
[and another said:] I am a nazir if it is Heg b} D'?D 3,0

not a domesticated animal, [a fifth one

said:] If it is both a wild animal and a domesticated animal, [and a sixth one
said:] If it is not a wild animal nor a domesticated animal, [and a seventh said:]
I am a nazir if one of you is a nazir, [and an eighth said:] I am a nazir if none
of you are nezirim, [while a ninth said:] I am a nazir if all of you are nezirim —
all of them become nezirim [according to the School of Shammai, because
vowing in error takes effect, as above in Mishnah 5, and according to the School
of Hillel, following the view of Rabbi Shimon, one must keep his vow out of

doubt].
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