2 NAZIR 3

Mishnah Nazir, chapter 3

(1) One who says: I am a nazir [since
standard nezirut is thirty days he]
shaves [and brings his sacrifices] on
the thirty-first day, but if he [went
ahead and] shaved on the thirtieth day
[since the observance of part of a day
is considered as observing a complete
day,] he fulfills his
[However,] if he says: I will be a nazir

obligation.

for thirty days; [he means a complete

thirty days, thus] if he shaved on the

thirtieth day he has not fulfilled his
obligation [and starts again].
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) If one undertakes two [terms of]

nazirut, he shaves for the first one on the thirty-first day and [since he also starts
the second nezirut on that very same day, he shaves] for the second one on the
sixty-first day. If he [went ahead and] shaved for the first on the thirticth day
[thus he also began the second nezirut on that very same day], he should shave
for the second [on its thirty-first day, i.e.,] on the sixtieth day. And if he shaved
the day before the sixtieth he has fulfilled his obligation. And this was the
testimony of Rabbi Papais regarding one who undertook two nezirut, that if he
shaved for the first on the thirtieth day, he shaves for the second on the sixtieth
day, but if he shaved on the day before the sixtieth he has fulfilled his obligation,
because the thirtieth day is included [as the first day] in the count [of the second

nezirut].

(3) If one says: I am a nazir, and became defiled on the thirtieth day [though, had
he shaved and brought his sacrifices he would have fulfilled his obligation, as we
learned above (Mishnah 1), he is still considered to be a full-fledged nazir until
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he does so, and thus here] he voids the
whole period [as the verse states: “The
previous days shall fall away for his
nazir status has been defiled”
(Numbers 6:12). He undergoes the
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seven day purification process (verses

9-11) and starts his nezirut again]. Rabbi Eliezer says: [Even if he did not shave
before becoming defiled, since observance of part of the thirtieth day is
considered as observing a whole day, this day is the day of his completion and
Rabbi Elezer holds that one who becomes defiled on the completion day even
before shaving does not void his nezirut, rather,] he voids only the seven days
[required for his purification process thus he shaves and brings his nezirut
sacrifices in a pure state, seven days later than usual]. [However,] if one says: |
am a nazir for thirty days [meaning a complete thirty days,] and on the thirtieth
day he became defiled [here everyone agrees that] he voids the entire [period.
The Sages because of their opinion stated above, however, Rabbi, Eliezer
deduces a special status for the final day of his nezirut from a verse, regardless,
if it is a standard thirty day nezirut or a hundred day nezirut he always loses thirty

days, as we will see in the following Mishnah].

@) If one says: I am a nazir for one hundred days and he became defiled on the
hundredth day he voided the entire [period]. Rabbi Eliezer says [argues and
maintains that a defilement on the final day of nezirut does not void the entire
period, rather]: He voids only thirty days. [Rabbi Eliezer deduces this from the
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verse: “This is the law of the nazir on
the day his nazirite vow is completed.”
i.e., it is possible for the law of the
nazir on the final day of completing
his term, meaning, if he becomes
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defiled on his final day, he keeps the
law of the nazir, i.e., the standard
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thirty days, regardless, if his nezirut was thirty days or a hundred days]. If he
became defiled on the hundred and first day [before he shaved and brought his
sacrifices, though Biblically, he is considered as having completed his nezirut
without voiding anything, the Rabbis feared lest people confuse the hundred and
first day with the hundredth day where the law is that he voids all, therefore, they
instituted that, here too, there should at least be some voiding and thus] he voids
thirty days. Rabbi Eliezer says: [The Rabbis did not institute any such enactment
and thus] he voids only [the] seven days [required for the purification process.
The halachah follows the Sages].
5) If one says: I am a nazir and he is in a cemetery [and thus was in a defiled
state when he vowed his nezirut]; even if he remains there thirty days [during
which time he is a nazir with all its restrictions, nevertheless,] they are not
calculated in his count and [even were he to become defiled afterwards by a
category of defilement (enumerated in 7:2) which would require shaving and
sacrifices, such as touching a corpse,] he does not bring a sacrifice for defilement
[since he was never in a pure state]. If he leaves [purifies himself and started his
new count] and then re-enters [the cemetery and defiled himself once again by
touching a grave, thereby defiling himself by a category of defilement which does
not require shaving and sacrifices (see 7:3)] they [the days he had in purity before
he re-entered the cemetery] are counted [but if he defiled himself by touching
a corpse, he voids his count] and he must [shave and] bring a sacrifice for
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defilement. Rabbi Eliezer says: Not if
he re-enters [and touched the corpse]
on the same day [he purified himself],
for it states: “The previous days shall
fall away [for his nazir status has been
defiled”] (Numbers 6:12), implying
that there must be a plural of days
[that count, before anything can be
voided. Thus according to Rabbi
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Eliezer if one became defiled on the
first day of his nezirut it is not voided. The halachah follows Rabbi Eliezer].

(6) If one [residing outside the Land of Israel] takes upon himself a long-term
nezirut, and completes it, and [being that one who walks upon, or touches earth
from outside the Land of Israel becomes Rabbinically defiled (Shabbbat 14b) he]
then comes to the Land [of Israel to fulfill his nezirut in purity]; the School of
Shammai say: [Since his defilement is only Rabbinic and the obligation to fulfill
his nezirut in Israel is a Rabbinic decree, the Sages decreed that] he is a
[standard] nazir for thirty days. But the School of Hillel say: His nazir status
starts from the beginning. It once happened with Queen Helena that when her
son went out for war she said: If my son returns from the war in peace I shall be
a nazirah for seven years. When her son returned she kept her nezirut for seven
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years. At the end of those seven years
she went up to the Land [of Israel],
and the School of Hillel ruled that she
must be a nazirah for another seven
years. At the end of those seven years
she became defiled, and so she was a
nazirah for a total of twenty-one years.
Rabbi Yehudah said: [She became
defiled the final day of the seventh
year and thus] she was only a nazirah
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for fourteen years [and thirty days, in oY T XY
conjunction with the view of Rabbi
Eliezer of Mishnah 4, that the final day voids only thirty days].

(7) If there were two pairs of witnesses giving testimony; one pair testifies, that
[they heard] someone vow two [terms of] nezirot and the other pair testified, [we
saw him at the same time you saw him but] he vowed five [terms of] nezirot [and
he denies that he vowed altogether]; the School of Shammai say: The testimony
of each cancels the other resulting in no [obligation for] nezirut at all. But the
school of Hillel say: In five [terms] there is [definitely] two [terms] thus he keeps

two periods of nezirut.
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