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Mishnah Kiddushin, chapter 4

(1) Ten [familial] genealogical lineages
went up [with Ezra] from [the]
Babylon [exile]: [they are] priests,
Levites, Israelites, halalim [born from
a union of a divorcee with a priest],
converts, freed slaves, mamzerim, [the
offspring of an incestuous relationship
forbidden by Torah law], netinim
[descendants of the Givonites (see
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Joshua 9:17)], shetuki and asufi [to be
Mishnah].
Priests, Levites and Israelites may
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explained in the next A1 Xi2? O 52 KiDP 0K 2 3
intermarry with one another. Levites, Israelites, halalim, converts, and freed
slaves may intermarry with one another. Converts and freed slaves, mamzerim,

netinim and shethuki and asufi are all permitted to intermarry with each other.

) And these are referred to as shetuki: one who knows his mother but not his

father [shetuki, as in shtok — keep silent, when he asks his mother about his

father, she silences him], asufi he who is [asuf] gathered in from the streets and

knows neither his father nor his mother. Abbu Shaul used to call the shetuki,

beduki [from the word livdok — to search out, i.e., we ask her and she is believed
as to who impregnated her].

3) All those [including converts from Ammon and Moav] who are forbidden to
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enter into the assembly, may
intermarry with each other. Rabbi
Yehudah prohibits [the marriage of a
convert (who is not from Ammon or
Moav) to a mamzer] Rabbi Eliezar
Positive

says: with positive are

permitted [to intermarry, i.e., one who
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is positively a mamzer may martry one

who is positively a netinah, however,] positive with doubtful, [or] doubtful with
positive [i.e., a mamzer or netin with a shetuki or asufi,] or doubtful with doubtful
are forbidden [to intermarry with each other, since one party may, in fact, be
legitimate]. These are referred to as doubtful: shefuki, asufi and Cutheans [since
they were not knowledgeable in the laws of marriage and divorce, their offspring

were questionably illegitimate].

@) If one [a priest] marries a priest's daughter [of a family which is rumored to
be blemished], he must investigate her descent up to four mothers [i.e., two from
the father's side and two from the mother's side] which are eight [namely,]: her
mother and her mother's mother, her mother's paternal grandmother and her
grandmother [i.e., her mother's paternal grandmother's mother], her father's
mother and her mother [i.e., her father's maternal grandmother], her father's
paternal grandmother and her mother [one investigates the mothers, but not the
fathers, because, if there had been blemishes from the father's side, these would
likely become common knowledge, because men while quarreling, would call
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attention to any of their adversaries
blemishes]. [In the case of a priest
marrying] the daughter of a Levite or
an Israelite, one more [mother] is
added [into the investigation of each].
(5) We make no investigation from the
altar and upwards [i.e., if he began
investigating and found that her father
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or paternal grandfather was a priest

who served at the altar, one need not continue investigating the lineage], [in the
case of a Levite] from the duchan [the Temple platform from where the Levites
would sing] and upwards nor [in the case of an Israelite] from [the Jerusalem]
Sanhedrin and upwards. And all whose parents were established to have been
among public officers or charity overseers are permitted to marry into priesthood
and their descent is not investigated [further]. Rabbi Yose says: Also whoever
was signed as a witness in the Yeshanah court near Tzippori. Rabbi Hanina ben
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Antignos says: Also one who is

recorded in the King's list of officers

[only those with an unblemished

family lineage were appointed officers
in King David's army].

(6) The daughters of a male halal [e.g.,

the male offspring of a widow and

priest, his daughter, or even his son's
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daughter, or (i.e.,
grandson's) daughter (see previous
chapter Mishnah 12) is unfit to marry
priests, for all time. [However,] if an
Israelite marries a halalah [e.g., the daughter of a halal] his daughter is fit to
marry a priest [i.e., a male Israelite serves as a mikvah to purify the offspring of
a female halalah, but a female Israelite does not purify the offspring of a male
halal and therefore], if a halal marries the daughter of an Israelite, his daughter
is unfit for the priesthood [as in the opening statement of our Mishnah]. Rabbi
Yehudah says: The daughter of a male convert [even though her mother was an
Israelite] is as the daughter of a male halal [in that they are both forbidden to
marry priests].
(7) Rabbi Eliezer ben Yaakov [argues with Rabbi Yehudah of the previous
Mishnah and] says: If an Israelite marries a female convert, his daughter is fit for
priesthood, and [even] if a [male] convert marries the daughter of an Israelite,
his daughter is [also] fit for the priesthood. However, if a male convert marries
a female convert, their daughter is unfit for the priesthood. [The same law applies
to] a convert as to freed slaves even unto ten generations [his daughter is unfit]
unless [at least] his mother is an Israelite. Rabbi Yose [argues with both Rabbi
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Yehudah and Rabbi
Yaakov and]
convert who married a female convert

Eliezer ben

says: Even a male
[and then conceived], his daughter is
fit [to be married] to a priest.
®) If a man declares, This son of mine
is a mamzer, he is not believed [a
relative is disqualified from being a
witness]. And even if both [the
husband and the wife] admit that the
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child within her is a mamzer, they are

not believed [as above]. Rabbi Yehudah says: They are [i.e., he is] believed
[Rabbi Yehudah derives this from the verse “Rather he must acknowledge the
firstborn, the son of the hated,” (Deuteronomy 21:17) i.e., he acknowledges him

to others, and is believed regarding his son].

9 If a man authorizes his agent to give his daughter in betrothal and then he
himself goes and gives her in betrothal to another: if the [betrothal] by him came
before [the betrothal of his agent], his betrothal is valid, but if the agent's was
first, the first [i.e., the agent's] betrothal is valid. But if it is unknown, both must
give her a divorce, or if they wish, one gives a divorce while the other marries
her. Likewise, if a woman authorizes her agent to give herself in betrothal and
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she goes and betroths herself [to
another] if her own preceded [his], her
betrothal is wvalid; if the agent's was
first, the first [i.e., the agent's], is
valid. And if they do not know, both
must give her a divorce, or if they wish
one gives a divorce while the other
marries her.
10) If a man [e.g., a priest of known
proper lineage] and his wife went
overseas and then he, his wife and
children returned, and he declared:
Behold this is the woman who went
with me overseas, and these are her
children, he need not bring proof [of
proper lineage] regarding the woman,
or the [small] children [attached to
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her]. [If he declares:] She died [abroad] and these are her children, he must bring
proof regarding the children [that they are in fact the children of his deceased
wife], but not regarding the woman.
(11) [If he said:] I married a woman overseas and behold this is she and these are
her children, he must bring proof regarding the [lineage of the] woman, but not
of the [small] children [attached to her]. [If he said:] She died and these are her
children, he must bring proof regarding [the lineage of] the woman and of the
children.
(12) A man may not be alone with two women, but one woman may be alone with
two men [since each will be embarrassed to sin in front of his friend]. Rabbi
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Shimon says: Also, one man may be
alone with [a woman and certainly
with] two women (see Tosfot Yom
Tov), provided his wife is [also] with
him, and he may sleep with them in an
inn because his wife watches him. A
man may be alone with his mother and
his daughter and he may sleep with
them [i.e., a minor son with his mother
or a father with his minor daughter,
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even in] close contact, but when they  .0°W37 0y T X5 W37 0y TROYY
grow up [into adulthood, or when she

is embarrassed to be exposed before her son], she must sleep in her garment and

he, in his.
(13) An unmarried man must not be a teacher [of small children because of the
constant interaction with their mothers, as their mothers often bring them to
school] nor may a woman be a teacher [of small children because of the contact
with their fathers or older brothers]. Rabbi Eliezar says: Also one who has no
wife [i.e., his wife is not present with him] must not be a teacher [of small
children; the Aalachah does not follow Rabbi Eliezer].

(14) Rabbi Yehudah says: An unmarried man must not tend to cattle nor may two
unmarried men sleep together under the same cover, but the Sages permit it [the
halachah follows the Sages]. One whose business is with women must not be
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alone [even] with [many i.e., even with
more than two] women and one should
not teach his son a trade that would
require him to be [exclusively] around
women. Rabbi Meir says: One should
always teach his son a clean and
simple profession and pray to the One
to whom [all] wealth and property
belong. For there is no profession that
does not contain both poverty and
wealth, for poverty is not due to [a
person's] profession nor is wealth due
to [a person's] profession, rather it all
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a wild beast or a bird engage in a

profession? Yet they are sustained without worry. And are they not created only
to serve me? While I was created to serve my Master, surely then, [does it not
follow] that I should make a living without worry?! But because I have behaved
improperly, I destroyed my livelihood. Abba Gurion of Zadian said in the name
of Abba Guria: One should not teach his son [to be] a donkey-driver,
camel-driver, [or] potter [who travels from town to town to sell his wares, since
those who travel from place to place usually spend the night on the road and
sometimes may take wood or produce from private lands for food and shelter].
[Nor should he teach his son to be a] sailor, shepherd or shopkeeper, because
their profession is the profession of robbers [the shepherd occasionally grazes
animals on private fields and the shopkeeper sometimes may add water to wine].
Rabbi Yehudah says in his name [i.e., Abba Guria]: Most donkey-drivers are
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wicked, while most camel-drivers
[usually travel in dangerous areas,
such as deserts and therefore are God
fearing and] are worthy men and [so
too,] most sailors are pious. The [one
who considers himself to be the] best
of doctors is destined for Gehenna
[since he does not confer with other
doctors, he may, at times, kill rather
than save his patients (Tiferet Yisrael
and Maharsha)] and the worthiest of
butchers is Amalek's partner [has a
cruel nature]. Rabbi Nehorai says: |
push aside every trade in the world and
teach my son only Torah, for man
enjoys its rewards in this world, while
the principal remains for him in the
World to Come. But regarding all
other professions, this is not so, for
when a man falls ill or reaches old age
or suffering and cannot engage in his
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craft, he dies of hunger. But the Torah is not so, for it guards him from all evil
in his youth and provides him a future and hope in his old age [even when he no
longer can study, he is maintained as a reward of his previous study of Torah].
What is said regarding his youth? “They who wait for the Lord shall renew their
strength” (Isaiah 40:31). Regarding his old age what is said? “They shall still
bring forth fruit in old age” (Psalms 92:15). And thus it is said of our father
Avraham: “And Avraham was old, well advanced in years and the Lord had
blessed Avraham with everything” (Genesis 24:1). We find that our father
Avraham observed the whole Torah before it was given, for it is written: “Because
Avraham listened to My voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My
statutes and My laws” (Genesis 26:5).
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