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Mishnah Kiddushin, chapter 2

(1) A man [at the outset] can [i.e.,
should] betroth [a woman] himself or
[if he does not do so himself] through
[appointing someone as] his agent. A
woman may be betrothed through
herself and through [appointing
someone as] her agent. A man may
give his daughter in betrothal [even]

while she is a na'arah [— a girl from
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twelve years and one day for a period  1» '7127 n7 o2 L) WIRNT A 01D

of six months] either himself or ] W X¥PI W27 SV W27 W Xynn
through his agent. One who says to a

woman: You are betrothed unto me with this date, you are betrothed unto me with
this [other] one — if any one of them is worth a perutah she is betrothed; if not,
she is not betrothed [since he said: You are betrothed on each date each is an
individual act of betrothal requiring a perutah, if he says:] [You are betrothed]
with this one, this one and with this one — and all [the dates] together are worth
a perutah, she is betrothed; if not, she is not betrothed. If [as he gives her each
date] she eats them one by one, she is not betrothed unless [the last] one is worth

a perutah.

(2) [If a man says to a woman:] You are betrothed unto me with this cup of wine
and it is found to be honey, or of honey and it is found to be of wine, with this
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silver dinar and it is found to be of
gold, or of gold and it is found to be
of silver, on condition that I am
wealthy and he is found to be poor, or
poor and he is found to be wealthy, she
is not betrothed. Rabbi Shimon says: If
he deceives her [monetarily] to [her
own] advantage she is betrothed.
(3) [If one says: Be thou betrothed unto
me] on condition that I am a priest.
And he is found to be a Levite, or [on
condition that I am] a Levite and he is
found to be a priest, [on condition that
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I am] a natin [a descendant of the  TMIXT T AAYLAY X7 121 .NYTPR AKX

Givonites (see Joshua 9:17)] and he is  Oipn2 M1i%D AWK 2 WP XY IM2wH
found to be a mamzer or a mamzer and

he is found to be a natin. [If one says: Be thou betrothed unto me on condition
that I am] a townsman and he is found to be a villager, or a villager and he is
found to be a townsman; on condition that my house is near to the baths and it
is found to be far, or far [from the baths] and it is found to be near; on condition
that I have a daughter or a maidservant that [knows how to] braid [and comb]
hair and he doesn't have, or on condition that I don't have [them] and he does;
on condition that I have no sons and he does, or on the condition that I have sons
and he does not — in all these cases, even if she declares [afterward] it was my
intention to become betrothed to him regardless [of the conditions], she is not
betrothed [non-verbal intentions have no validity]. Likewise [the law is the same],

if it was she who deceived him.
@) If he says to his agent: Go forth and betroth to me so-and-so, in such and such
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a place, and he goes and betroths her
elsewhere, she is not betrothed [he
meant only at that place, since the
people in that area, know him well and
will speak only good about him to his
betrothed (Tiferet Yisrael)] [however
if he says ...] she is in such and such a
place and he betroths her elsewhere
she is betrothed [since, in the latter
case, he is only, in fact, telling him
where to find her and did not mean
this as a condition to her betrothal].

(5) If he betroths a woman on the
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condition that she has no [restrictions ~ WIRMI T :WIPW 0P 12 n':'w PR

of] vows upon her and it is found that 13’ ,NAX2 ANMARY APX X AR AW
she has, she is not betrothed. If he

marries her unconditionally and it was found she had vows upon her, she may be
divorced without her ketubah [on the grounds that he does not wish to live with
someone who takes vows] [if he betroths her] on condition that she has no
blemishes and blemishes are found on her, she is not betrothed. If he marries her
unconditionally and blemishes are found on her she may be divorced without her
ketubah. All blemishes which invalidate priests [to perform at the altar (see
Bekhorot chapters 6 and 7)], render women unfit [i.e., is considered a blemish].
(6) If he betroths two women with the value of one perutah or one woman with
less than a perutah's worth, even if he subsequently sends [additional] gifts, she
is not betrothed, because they were sent on account of the first betrothal [i.e., as
presents to his bride and not as a new betrothal]. The law is likewise when a
minor [whose betrothal has no validity] betroths [and sends gifts later on, as an

adult].
(7 If one betroths a woman and her daughter, or a woman and her sister
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simultaneously they are not betrothed
[since it is prohibited to marry a
woman and her daughter or two sisters
if one does so in one simultaneous
action; neither are valid] and it once
happened to five women amongst
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whom two were sisters, that a man  .Wpn AKX %R ovIR P2 DWTR
gathered a basket of figs which was

theirs and which was of the seventh year [and were therefore, free, for him to
take] and declared: Behold all of you are betrothed unto me with this basket and
one accepted it on behalf of all, the Sages ruled that the sisters are not betrothed.
®) If [a priest] betroths [a woman] with his portion [of sacrificial flesh], whether

[it is of] the higher degree or lower degree of sanctity [since these meat portions
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do not belong to him, rather they
belong to God Who entitles him to eat
from it, therefore], she is not
betrothed; [if] with second tithe [the
first tithe would go to the Levi, the
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second tithe must be brought and eaten ~ 7iW2 ,0727 X722 ,17y2 v U
in Jerusalem, or redeemed and the

money used to purchase produce in Jerusalem], whether unwittingly or
deliberately, he does not betroth [her]; these are the words of Rabbi Meir [he
maintains that the second tithe is the property of God, Who gives permission to
their growers to eat it in Jerusalem]. Rabbi Yehudah says: If [he betrothed her
with the second tithe] unwittingly, he has not betrothed [her]; if deliberately, he
has [since one may redeem second tithes, we say this very action of betrothal
automatically redeems the tithe]. [If one betrothed] with hekdesh [sanctified
property belonging to the Sanctuary]: if deliberately, he has betrothed her [since
if one uses hekdesh for ones own purposes it becomes profaned. Rabbi Meir
maintains that even if one uses something of hekdesh on purpose it removes it
from its holy status, therefore, the betrothal is valid] if unwittingly, he has not
[since had he known it belonged to hekdesh he would have not have betrothed
her using that item; we therefore say that it is a betrothal in error and not valid];
these are the words of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yehudah [holds just the opposite to be
true: if one derives benefit intentionally from hekdesh, it does not lose its
sanctity, only if one derives benefit unintentionally from hekdesh does it lose its
sanctity and consequently he] says: If unwittingly, he has betrothed her [since the

item lost its sanctity]; if deliberately, he has not.

) If he betroths [a woman] with orlah [the first three years after a fruit tree has
been planted, its fruit are orlah and prohibited (see Leviticus 19:23) or kilayim
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of the vineyard [ie., if someone ,y1i%n *19%2 ,7D1Y APy ,5p0IN
introduced seeds of another species ,2702 7221 ,7iRn DAY PN W
into a vineyard it becomes prohibited .MYTPR APX LAWY WOYIY PN
to derive any Dbenefit from the

vineyard] or [if he betroths her with] an ox [which killed a human and therefore
it is] condemned to be stoned [it is prohibited to derive any benefit from such an
ox (see Exodus 21:28)] or [if he betroths her with] the calf which is to be
beheaded [it is prohibited to derive any benefit from such a calf (see
Deuteronomy 21)] or [if he betroths her with] a leper's bird-offering or a
Nazirite's hair (see Numbers 6:5) or [if he betroths her with] the firstborn of a
donkey [which was not redeemed with a lamb (see Exodus 13:13) or [if he
betroths her with] meat [cooked] in milk or non-sanctified animals slaughtered
in the Temple courtyard [it is prohibited to derive any benefit from all of the
above therefore, these items are considered valueless and subsequently, do not
have the minimum value of a perutah to effect betrothal, therefore] she is not
betrothed. If he [transgressed and] sold them and betroths [her] with the proceeds
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she is betrothed [the money received — WIpnT * NWIPR ,JPR72 WIRY 1721

does not retain the prohibition of  NXWVA M1 NN NIMYYRII NN
deriving any benefit]. POXY L MYTRR MW DNLD 9N

10) If one betroths [a woman] with X

terumot [i.e., terumah and terumat

ma'aser], tithes [either tithes given to the Levi or given to the poor], [priestly]

gifts [i.e., the shoulder, two cheeks and the stomach (see Deuteronomy 18:3)],

the water of purification [water into which the ashes of the red heifer was placed],

and the ashes of purification [of the red heifer] she is betrothed, even if an

Israelite [betrothed with terumah who had inherited it from a maternal
grandmother who was married to a priest, his betrothal is valid].
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