AP KIDDUSHIN 1

Mishnah Kiddushin, chapter 1

(1 A woman is acquired [i.e.,
betrothed] in three ways and acquires
her freedom in two. She is acquired by
money, by written deed or by intimate
relations [the Sages, however, severely
punished one who betrothed a woman
in such a fashion]. By money: The
School of Shammai say [It must be in

the amount of] a dinar or the worth of
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a dinar. The School of Hillel say: A
perutah or the value of a perutah and how much is a perutah? An eighth of an
Italian issur [much less than a dinar]. And she acquires her freedom [from the
engagement] either by divorce or by the death of her fiance. A yebamah [the
childless widow of a deceased brother who is bound to a surviving brother in
levirate marriage (see Deuteronomy 25:6)] is acquired by intimate relations and
acquires her freedom by halitzah [the procedure of refusal of levirate marriage
(see Deuteronomy 25:7-10)] or by the Yabam's [the surviving brother's] death.
(2) A Hebrew slave is acquired by money or by deed and acquires his freedom
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at [the end of six] years, at Yoveil [i.e.,
Jubilee, even if he has not served six
years] and by deduction of the

purchase price [i.e., the slave may
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redeem himself at any time by paying ﬁngy nx .'l;ﬁm SR 1@@}3 Aoa3 13p3

the value of his remaining term of %Yy 7 oy w3 ,0MX OT 5y 10232
slavery]. A Hebrew maidservant is

more [privileged] in that she acquires herself by [the aforementioned and also
by] signs [of puberty]. The Hebrew slave whose ear is pierced [the law states that
if after six years the slave refuses to leave his master, “his master should bring
him to the door ... and will pierce his ear ... and he will then serve his master
until Jubilee” (Exodus 21:6)] is acquired by the piercing and acquires his

freedom at Jubilee or by his master's death.

(3) A heathen slave is acquired by money, deed, or by hazakah [— taking hold
of, e.g., by taking off or putting on his master's shoes, following and carrying his
master's bathing utensils to the bath house or performing other such acts which
a slave usually performs for his master] and acquires his freedom by money,
through others [i.e., other persons buy his freedom; if however, someone gave
money to the slave to redeem himself he cannot acquire freedom, because as soon
as he takes possession of anything it automatically belongs to his master] and by
deed, through himself [only i.e. the master gives him a deed of freedom.
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slave), only if it is for his benefit.

Rabbi Meir maintains, freedom from slavery is not necessarily a benefit for the
slave]; these are the words of Rabbi Meir. The Sages say [it is possible for the
slave to gain freedom] by money, by himself, and by deed, through others [the
Sages maintain that freedom from slavery is always considered a benefit and
therefore, one may accept a deed of freedom as an agent of the slave, even
without his being appointed as such]; [and the aforementioned “by money, by
himself”] provided that the money is furnished by others [the Sages maintain that
one can give money to the slave on the condition that his master not take

ownership of it].

4) Large cattle are acquired by mesirah [handing over the animal (in a public
thoroughfare or in an area not belonging to the buyer or seller) by its harness or
hair] and small cattle [only] by lifting [them (in any area)]: this is the opinion of
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Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Eliezer. But the
Sages say: Small cattle are [also]
acquired by meshikha [pulling or
causing the animal to move (in a public

area, though not a thoroughfare or in an
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area belonging to both of them)].
(5) Property which offers security [real estate is referred to as property which
offers security since it automatically becomes a surety for loans] is acquired by
money, by deed or hazakah [i.e., by digging, locking up, fencing or anything
showing ownership] and [property] which does not offer security [movable
properties] can be acquired only by meshikha [by moving it or mesirah (see
above) or by lifting; the Mishnah states “only” to exclude money, deed and
hazakah]. Property which does not offer security [i.e., movables] may be
acquired in conjunction with the property which provides security [i.e., if one
purchases real estate and movables he may acquire the movables together with
the real estate (referred to as kinyan agav — taking possession by way of)] by
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money deed or hazaka and property
which does not offer security obligates
property which provides security to
take an oath concerning them [if one
claims of another, both movables and
properties and the defendant admits to
part of the movables, in which case he
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is obligated by Biblical law to swear

regarding the movables, the Sages declared he should also swear regarding the
properties, (even though ordinarily one does not swear on properties, see Shevuot
chapter 6 end of Mishnah 3) this is referred to as a gilgul shevuah — the rule

permitting the court to insert an additional oath].

(6) Regarding that which is used as payment for another object: as soon as one
party takes possession of the object he assumes liability for that which is given
in exchange. How so? If one barters an ox for a cow, or a donkey for an ox, as
soon as one party takes possession [by meshikha or other kinyan] he
[automatically] becomes liable to give to the other, the [animal] exchanged [even
though the other did not make any kinyan]. The Sanctuary's title to property [is
acquired] by money [as soon as the agent for the Temple handed over money for
the purchase of items, even if the transaction was done overseas, the items now
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belong to the Sanctuary, however,] the  InTonD 31237 INPRK P2 LT TIA
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kinyan]. [A verbal statement of] 7213 X?W Ay mIn %21 .niMws own
dedication to the Sanctuary [i.e.,

stating This animal is for the Temple or that house is for the Sanctuary, even if
he is overseas] is equal to the delivery to a common person [i.e., the Temple

takes possession on the basis of a verbal statement].

(7 All obligations regarding a son which are a father's [obligations, such as
circumcision, redemption of the firstborn, teaching Torah, teaching him a
profession, making sure he marries and teaching him how to swim] men are
bound [to do so], but women are exempt. But all obligations regarding a father
which are the son's, [obligation, i.e., honor and respect] both men and women are
bound to them. All positive precepts which are limited to a specific time [e.g.,
tzitzit, shofar, sukkah and lulav] are binding upon men but are not binding upon
woman. All positive precepts which are not limited to any specific time are
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binding upon both men and women.
And all negative precepts, whether
limited to time or not limited to time,
are binding upon both men and
women. Except for: “Do not round off
the corner of your head and do not
destroy the edge of your beard”
(Leviticus 19:27) and [regarding the
priest]: “Let none [of you] defile
himself for a dead person” (Leviticus
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® The [sacrificial rites of] leaning
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hands [on the animal before the slaughter], waving, bringing near [the
meal-offering to the altar], taking of the three fingers-full [from a meal-offering],
burning [the fat], piercing [the neck of bird sacrifices], receiving and sprinkling
[the blood] are performed by men and not by women, except for the
meal-offering of a sotah [i.e., a suspected woman (see Numbers 5:15)] and a
nezirah where they [the women] do perform waving.
9) Every precept which is dependant upon land [e.g., terumah and shemitta] is
practiced only in the Land [of Israel] and that which is not dependant on the land
is practiced both within and without the Land [i.e., the Diaspora] except orlah
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[the first three years a fruit tree has
been planted its fruit are orlah and are
prohibited by Oral Tradition handed
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in the Diaspora] and kilayim [i.e., kilay
hakerem — if someone introduced
seeds of another species into a
vineyard the vineyard becomes
prohibited and the Rabbis prohibited it
in the Diaspora, as well. Rabbi Eliezer
says: Hadash too [wheat planted and harvested after Passover may not be eaten
until after the following Passover, even in the Diaspora by Biblical prohibition].
(10) He who performs one mitzvah [and as a result now has more mitzvot than
sins] is well rewarded, his days are prolonged and he inherits the land. But he
who does not perform one mitzvah [and as a result, he has more sins than mitzvot]
good is not done to him, his days are not prolonged, and he does not inherit the
land. He who is well versed in Bible, Mishnah and good manners will not easily
sin, for it is said: “And a threefold cord is not quickly broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12).
But he who lacks Bible, Mishnah and good manners does not belong in
civilization.
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