Ap GITTIN 9

Mishnah Gittin, chapter 9

1) If a man divorced his wife and said
to her: You are permitted to every man
except to So-and-so: Rabbi Eliezer
permits [her to remarry based on this
divorce except to that individual], but
the Sages [require a total severance in
order for a get to be valid and thus,]
forbid [her to remarry]. What shall he
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do? He takes it back from her and
gives it to her again saying: You are
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permitted to every man. If he wrote

inside the get [that you are permitted to every man except So-and-so]: Even
though he subsequently erased it, it is invalid [since it was written on this

condition; this document does not provide total severance].

(2) [If he says:] You are permitted to every man except for [my] father and your
father, my brother and your brother [or except for], a slave and a gentile or
anyone else with whom she may not contract kiddushin, the get is valid [since
this condition does not prohibit her from marrying anyone she would otherwise
be allowed to marry]. [If he says:] You are permitted to everyone except [in the
case where she was] a widow to the High Priest [or in the case where she was]
a divorcee or a halutzah to a common priest [or, in the case where she was] a
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1P GITTIN 9

mamzeret or a netinah to an Israelite
or the daughter of an Israelite to a
mamzer or a natin and to anyone with
whom she can contract kiddushin
although she is transgressing [the law,
since marriage to these would have
taken effect, if not for the condition];
this get is not [considered to sever
totally and is thus, not] valid.
(3) The essence of a get [is]: You are
Rabbi
Yehudah says: [The get must state

permitted to every man.
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clearly that it, i.e., the document is

effecting the divorce and therefore, the ger must include the following words:]
And this shall be from me to you a scroll of divorce, a letter of dismissal, a bill
of release, to go and marry any man whom you choose. The essence of a writ of

freedom: You are a free woman, [or] You are [a woman] to yourself.

) There are three gittin which are not valid but, if she remarried, the children
are [nevertheless,] legitimate: If he [the husband] wrote it with his own
handwriting [and signed it, Biblically, this has the same force as two witnesses
and thus, would be a valid get], but there are no witnesses on it; if there are
witnesses on it, but there is no date; if there is a date, but it has only one witness
[in addition to having been written by the husband in his own handwriting, still
this get is not valid to be used at the outset]. These three gittin are not valid, but
if she remarried, the children are legitimate. Rabbi Elazar says: Even if there are

XMID21 7772y 1127
MY oW AR 1215 T T T A2 12037 0,03 A3 TP LBA Sw 1o A ixoma
Mwam KnHya M2*12T MY K T 1 AN KD R W KIT T 180 T Syw 131na
MRT PR N5 .AMY 1OV IR 1T AN52 ana T 103 maYm .Xnbya R e
TT° AN21 PKIT ,2NN3 70N TV MRT MYOK 291 )T 07Ty AIKND 1T AND NN ann Ty
MK KNYT M08 DMOM ,RNTPIIRTA WA TP0N MY KT 17VYKI LT 1P N1 ANt K
IO XNW DIwn °K M8 DWW K LRI 12277 KMIPN 7arT .1aT 12 1IN 910 AN MoKy
RW™1 ,2Kp 177 AN9K T1R5 KK IR TP KON 12 PR 21w P93 [mnKTY ImnK na Sy
RIIX1.KD [19rN2Y AKX TV 12 w2 19K T [PYRWKR KM LIWD TN,V 12 PR IPDRT Ve

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



nap GITTIN 9

no witnesses [who signed on it at all],
but he gave it to her in the presence of
witnesses [since the law is that eidei
mesirah karti — the witnesses who
saw the transfer validate the gef] it is
valid and on its basis, she may collect
her  ketubah
properties, since witnesses only sign

from  mortgaged
on a get for the sake of the general
good [so that if the witnesses to the
transfer of the get die, she has in her
possession, a signed document proving
that she is divorced; the halachah
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follows Rabbi Elazar].
(5) If two men sent identical gittin [with one agent] and they got mixed up, [since
a get which is not written expressly for the woman for whom it is intended is
invalid] he [the agent] gives both of them to this one and then, gives both of them
to the other one. Therefore, if one of them gets lost, the second is not valid [by
itself since it is impossible to tell for whom it was written]. If five men wrote
jointly in one get: So-and-so, divorces so-and-so and So-and-so [divorces]
so-and-so and the witnesses are signed below, all of them are valid and it is given,
in turn, to each one of them. If the entire text was written for each [i.e., five times
for five couples] and the witnesses signed below [the last text]; that text with
which the witnesses are read [i.e., the last text] is valid.
(6) If two gittin are written on one sheet, side by side [in two columns] and two
Hebrew witnesses are signed underneath [in the center of the sheet] under the
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two [columns, resulting in the nnr_ﬁ; T1 NnAR OOX2 0031 D07V WY )
following: If he signs his name 12 70" MY PXIPI D°IWKRIT DTYIW IR 0]
7y ,3py° from right to left, the name T TY1 °3P TR Y1 12Y TR TY WD
12 7O is signed underneath the right

column and thus, under one gef while ¥ ,2p¥” is signed under the left and second
column which is under the second get]. Then two [Jewish] Greek witnesses are
signed underneath [as Joseph son Jacob witness from left to right] under the
two [columns, resulting in Joseph son is under the get, written in the left
column while Jacob, witness, under the get, written in the right column]; that [gez]
with which the first witnesses are read is valid. [Meaning, that if the Hebrew
witnesses have signed first, then the get on the right column, is valid, and the one
on the left is not. And if the Greek witnesses signed first then the get on the left
column is valid, while the one on the right, is not. The reason being that, normally,
when one signs in Greek, he writes his own name first and then the name of his
father Joseph son Jacob, witness. However, we fear that since he signed under
the Hebrew, he reversed the order writing the individual letters from left to
right, while the words were meant to be read, as in Hebrew, from right to left, so
that he actually meant Joseph «son «Jacob «witness that the witness is Jacob,
son of Joseph and thus, all of them, in fact, were witnesses to the get in the right
column; or in the case where the Hebrew signatures are underneath the Greek
signatures, maybe they conformed with the Greek and thus, should be read as in
Greek, from left to right T¥ » 2P¥” »12 »¥01° meaning, that Yakov is the witness,
and thus, all of them, in fact, were witnesses to the get in the left column]. If one
Hebrew witness signed followed by a Greek witness and then, again, one Hebrew
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witness signed followed by a Greek
witness, one under the other, both
gittin are not valid [from the order, it
is impossible to tell if there were, in
fact, two witnesses for each get or
maybe, there were three witnesses for
the right get (the second witnesses who
signed in Greek having changed the
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order to conform to above and below

him), leaving only one witness to the left get, or the bottom three signatures were
a unit with the Hebrew signature signed in the third position, changing the order
to the Greek manner, since there is no way of proving who signed on what, they

are both void].

(7) If some of the [text of the] get was leftover from the first column and he
continued writing it on the second column and the witnesses are at the bottom
[of the second column], it is valid. If witnesses signed on the top of the page on
the side [margins, either on the right or on the left] or on the back of an open
get [not a get mekushar (see above 8:9)], it is not valid. If the top of one [ge?]
is attached to the top of another [gef] and the witnesses are [signed] in between,
they are both not valid. If the end of one ger was attached to the end of another
[get] and the witnesses are [signed] in between, that one [gef] with which the
witnesses are read, is valid. If the top of one is attached to the bottom of another,
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and the witnesses are [signed] in
between, that one [gef] with which the
witnesses are read at the end is valid.
®) A get which was written in Hebrew
and whose witnesses are signed in
Greek [or if it was written in] Greek
and its witnesses [are signed in]
Hebrew, [or] one witness in Hebrew
and one in Greek; [or one which has]
the writing of the scribe [who also
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signed it] and [the signature of] one QY ¥’ U W ,77 O MWIX PRI
witness, it is valid [we do not fear that

the husband had asked two witnesses to sign, rather than the one witness and the
scribe]. [If one signed;] So-and-so, witness, it is valid. If he signed: So-and-so, the
son of so-and-so, witness, it is valid; if he signed: So-and-so the son of so-and-so
and did not add “witness,” it is valid. And that is what the clear-minded [who avoided
extra words] of Jerusalem did [that they did not add the word witness]. If one
wrote [in the gef] his surname or her surname, it is valid. If a get was coerced
by [a Bet Din of] Israel [in a case where, by Jewish law, one is required to
divorce his wife], it is valid [where he was forced to do so incorrectly, then, the
divorce is void; however, she may not marry a priest], by a Gentile [court] it is
not valid, but they may beat him and say: Do as The Israel [court] commands

you, and [the divorce is given through the Bet Din and] it is valid.

) If it was reported in town that she is betrothed [people have heard women
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saying that she got engaged to
so-and-so with eirusin today and that
people saw a party with many candles
lit]; she is considered betrothed [and
may not remarry without a divorce].
[If it was then reported in town that
she subsequently got] divorced, she is
considered divorced, [since this report
has an equal force as does the previous

report], provided that there is no
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qualification. What is meant by a X DX T WXIY I OKI DK
qualification? So and so divorced his

wife on condition [since we do not know if the condition was met, we disregard
the report of the divorce]. He threw his kiddushin to her, but there was a doubt
as to whether it was closer to her or closer to him, this is a qualification [which

negates the report].

(10) Bet Shammai say: A man may not divorce his wife unless he found her guilty
of an unseemly moral matter, for it is written: “[And it will be that she does not
find favor in his eyes] because he discovers an unseemly, moral matter in her [—
then he should write her a bill of divorce and place it in her hand, thereby sending
her away from his household]” (Deuteronomy 24:1). But Bet Hillel say: Even if
she burned his food, for it is written: “Because he discovers an unseemly, moral
matter in her.” [Bet Hillel reads the verse as if had been written: “Because he
discovers an unseemly or moral matter in her.”] Rabbi Akiva says: Even if he
found another more beautiful than her, as it is written: “And it will be that she
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does not find favor in his eyes.” NSRRIl

[Rabbi Akiva reads the verse as if it

had been written: “And it will be that she does not find favor in his eyes or
because he discovers an unseemly, moral matter in her.”]
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