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Mishnah Gittin, chapter 6

(1) If one says: Receive this get on
behalf of my wife or bring this get to
my wife: If he wants to change his
mind [before his wife receives it], he
may change his mind [since she is
losing her maintenance; this is
considered a detriment to her, thus, he
may not become an agent for receiving
the get for his wife without being
appointed to do so by her (see 1:6
above)]. If a woman says: Receive my
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get on my behalf — if he wants to

change his mind, he may not do so [the moment her agent receives it, she is
divorced]; therefore, if the husband [wants the ability to still change his mind he]
says to him [her agent]: I don't want you to receive [the gef] on her behalf, rather,
[become my messenger and] take it to her and give it to her; [then] if he wants
to change his mind, he may [still] change his mind. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel
says: Even if the woman [does not say: Receive my get, but] says [instead]: Take
my get for me [here, too, he becomes her agent and], if he wants to change his

mind, he may not change his mind [after the agent received the get].

(2) If a woman said [to an agent]: Receive my gef on my behalf, she requires two
sets of witnesses. [One set of]| two [witnesses] who say: In our presence, she told
him [and thus, appointed him as her agent] and [another set of] two who say: In
our presence, he [the agent] received [the getf] and tore it up [this was taught at
a time of decrees against Judaism and thus, gittin were immediately torn to
protect from discovery]; even if the first set is also the second set [i.e., the same
set witnessed both actions], or, if there was one person in the first set and
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[another] one in the second set with
one other person joining both of them
[i.e., a third who witnessed both]. A
betrothed na'arah [a girl from twelve
years and one day to twelve and
one-half years of age]: Both she and
her father may receive her ges. Rabbi
Yehudah, however, says: Two hands
cannot acquire at one time, rather, it is
the father alone who receives her get.
And one who is unable to guard her
get, cannot be divorced.
@) If a minor girl [less than twelve
years and one day] says [to an agent]:
Receive my get for me, the divorce is
not valid until the get reaches her
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hand; therefore, if the husband wants

to retract [the get before it reaches her hand], he may do so, because a minor
cannot appoint an agent. But if her father said to an agent: Go and receive a get
for my daughter: If he [the husband] wants to retract, he cannot retract. If one
says [to a messenger]: Give this get to my wife in this certain place, and he gave
it to her in another place, it [the gef] is not valid. [If he says:] She is in a certain
place but he gave it to her in another place, it is valid. If a woman says [to her
agent]: Receive my gef for me in a certain place and he received it for her in
another place, it is not valid. Rabbi Eliezer validates [the get, since she receives
the get against her will, we don't assume that she is making a stipulation; the
halachah does not follow Rabbi Eliezer]. [If she says:] Bring me my get from
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a certain place and he brought it [to
her] from another place, it is valid.
@) [If a woman was married to a priest
and says to a messenger:] Bring me my
get [since she has not appointed him
an agent to receive the gef], she may
eat ferumah until the get reaches her
hand.
Receive for me my get [and has, thus,

[If she says to an agent:]

appointed him an agent to receive the
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terumah immediately [since he could

receive the get for her at any time]. [If she says to an agent:] Receive for me my
get in a certain location [since the ger becomes valid for her only at that location],
she may eat ferumah until the get reaches that location. Rabbi Eliezer [however,
who maintains in Mishnah 3, that since she receives the get against her will, we
do not assume that she is making a stipulation] prohibits [her from eating

terumah] immediately.

(5) If one says: Write a get and give it to my wife, [or he says:] Divorce her, [or
he says:] Write a letter and give it to her, they may write [a gef] and give it to
her. [If one says:] Release her, Provide for her, Do for her that which is
customary, Deal with her properly; he has said nothing. At first, they said: If he
was led out in chains [to be executed] and says: Write a get for my wife [though
he did not say to give it to her], they may write it and give it to her. Later they

XTIV 7°72W 1329
FTTD L) YW TV KA 113 NWK DX TN NY2IX 10 19 KA T ook 1o mabn
wrawn ST ADIR MYIOK 1M ow XOKX MW KN KY 19 MK Pw .0mpn 1msD
m92p NYwn1 19 KT OPn IRMT,INK Mpna 192pwa wInT mnyn? MyHK 1AM 9YRn
A% PR M 192p1 YD PIN IRYD KW TIOR8 wew ywn 3007 10 N
0193 MK KD M08 (ppiaw NNAKT 12 2103 AW DK P LAY 191 ANAK 1AN3 73X
1M Iy NPwy v LS00 naTnw MAn mYyn YpnY anKp 12Im vs e xnba
w1257 727Y K ,02 APIPT KN KOW KT LT 7Y IR (YT KD 3% 101 1omeY Ry m
ADIPA RYMT MIKDD 11 .M T PIN K DA PIN K YT KD LI DI X Mo
X1 T TIND 2aKT LANM 12N 01N K KOW 87YK IAND AN mabnt 1 Y

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



9P GITTIN 6

added: Even one who goes out on a
sea voyage or on a caravan [into the
wilderness]. Rabbi Shimon Shezuri
says: Also one who is dangerously ill
[the halachah follows Rabbi Shimon
Shezuri].
(6) If a man was thrown into a pit and
called out [his name and that of his
town, instructing] that anyone who
hears his voice should write a get for
his wife, they should write [a gef] and
give [it] to her. If a healthy man says:
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Write a get for my wife [and he did

not add instructions to give it to her], he merely wants to spite her [but, if future
events prove that he did have the intention to divorce his wife, then it is valid].
It once happened, that a healthy man said: Write a get for my wife; he, then, went
up to the roof, fell down and died. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel said: The Sages
said: If he fell down by himself [committing suicide, thus later events proving
that he had in mind to divorce her], then this is a [valid] get, but, if the wind

pushed him, then this is not a [valid] get.

(7 If one says to two: Give a gef to my wife [and he did not state to write the
get], or [he says] to three: Write a get and give it to my wife, they [themselves, ]
should write it and give it. [In the first case, since there were two, it was obvious
he did not appoint them as a Bet Din and, in the second case, since he issued
specific instructions to write, we assume he meant for them to carry out his
instructions.] If he said to three: Give a get to my wife, they may tell others to
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write because he has made them a Bet
Din; these are the words of Rabbi Meir.
And the following is the halachah
which Rabbi Hanina of Ono brought
from [Rabbi Akiva who was in]
prison: I have a tradition [handed
down from my teachers to me] that if
one says to three: Give a get to my
wife, they may tell others to write it
because he has made them a Bet Din.
Rabbi Yose said: We said to the
the messenger [Rabbi Hanina, who
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brought this teaching,]: We also have a tradition that even if he says to the High

Court in Jerusalem: Give a get to my wife, they learn [how to write] and then

write [a get] and give it [to his wife]. If he said to ten: Write a get to my wife,

one writes and two sign. [If he said to ten:] All of you write, one writes and all

of them must sign. Therefore, if one of them dies [before he signed], the get is

not valid.
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