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Mishnah Gittin, chapter 2

1) If one who brings a get from
overseas declares: It was written in my
presence, but not signed in my
presence, [or] It was signed in my
presence, but not written in my
presence, [or] All of it was written in
my presence, but only one of the
witnesses signed in my presence, [or]

[The latter] half [of the gef] was
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written in my presence though both

witnesses signed in my presence — the get is invalid [if the first half, the half
which contains the names and the date was written in his presence, this would be
sufficient to validate the ger]. If one [who brings the get] says: It was written in
my presence and another [who was not an agent] says: It was signed in my
presence, the get is invalid. [If both had been agents to bring the get, by
definition, there are two witnesses who are testifying to the validity of the ge,
and thus, it would not be necessary to say: In my presence, it was written and in
my presence, it was signed. At this point, we are no longer concerned regarding
the laws of lishmah since people have become educated regarding this
requirement, T K21 79w X2 27w 023w PAR 121R0R 1277 M XKW 1AW AN
1329 (Tosfot Yom Tov)]. If two say: It was written in our presence [but only one
of them was an agent to bring the gef] and another says: It was signed in my
presence, it is invalid. Rabbi Yehudah, however, validates [it, since there are two
witnesses to the writing of the get; the halachah does not follow Rabbi Yehudah].
If one says: It was written in my presence and two say: It was signed in our

presence, it is valid (see Tosfot Yom Tov).
(2) If [a get was] written by day and signed on that [same] day, written by night
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and signed on that [same] night, written
by night and signed on the day
[following], it is valid [according to
Jewish law, the night is part of the
following day]. However, if it was
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invalid [since this is a predated
document. The date was required on a
get to prevent a husband from
protecting his niece, who is also his
wife, from charges of adultery, who, by presenting an undated divorce, could
argue that she had already been divorced]. Rabbi Shimon, however, declares it
valid, since Rabbi Shimon used to say that all documents written by day and
signed on the [following] night are invalid [since a document requires a date in
order to determine from which date a property sold to someone else by a debtor
may be seized in payment], except for a get [Rabbi Shimon maintains that the
reason a get requires a date is to ascertain until when the husband has usufruct
rights in his wife's estate; since Rabbi Shimon holds that once he considers
divorce he loses those rights, therefore, the date appearing is accurate. The
halachah does not follow Rabbi Shimon)].
(3) One may write [a get] with any material: With ink, with sam [paint], with sikra
[red ink], with kumus [tree resin] and with kankantum [vitriol] or with anything
which is permanent. It may not be written with liquids or fruit-juice or anything
that is not permanent. It may be written on anything — on a [detached] olive
leaf, [he may even write it] on the horn of an ox and then give her the ox [he
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may not detach and give her the horn
as this is deduced from the verse
which states; “He should write her a
bill of divorce and place it in her
hand,” (Deuteronomy 24:1) ie., a
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something which requires writing,

detaching and then, giving] or [he may write it] on the hand of a slave and then
give her the slave. Rabbi Yose HaGalili says: It may not be written on anything
living [such as a horn or hand] or on foodstuffs [such as an olive leaf. Rabbi
Yose holds that the verse refers to a get as a book of divorce “sefer krisut” so,
it must be similar to a book; just as a book is not written on something alive or
on foodstuffs, so, too, a get may not be written on something live or on
foodstuffs. The Sages maintain that the verse compares it to a book in that it tells

a story, i.e., the details of the divorce].

(4) One may not write [a get] on something still attached to the soil [as explained
above, the verse excludes anything which requires writing, detaching and then,
giving]. If, however, it [the tofas (the part of the get which is written in the
manner of a form, leaving the names and the date blank)] was written on
something still attached to the soil and then detached, [and then the foraf, the
part of the get where the names and the date are written, were filled in and the
witnesses] signed and then given to the wife, it is valid [since this is considered
having been written after having been detached]. Rabbi Yehudah invalidates
unless [all of] it [including the tofas] is written and signed on something which
is detached from the soil [he maintains that the Rabbis forbade writing the tofas
while attached lest it become confused with the foraf]. Rabbi Yehudah ben
Betaira says that [a gef] must not be written on a sheet from which writing has
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been erased nor on diftera [erasable
paper], because the writing on it can
be altered [without being noticeable,
thus the signatories do not attest to that

3 7D LA 107

Sy X217 piman van Sy X? panio
DURRM AP 7107 XY 238 XINDT]
03T DX 297 PWD P30 7 prwn
nX NaniD WD JuR) oY W 1he

which is written]. The Sages, however, — OPP PXY ,172%W NX 2M2 ¥R 703
MY X°377 PIW 727 PRI KON 03]

27211 KO JORY TR W YN ,0AD

since eidei
is the
witnesses who saw the transfer that

validate [such a get

mesirah karti — thus, it

validate the get].
(5) All [persons] are qualified to write [the fofas of] a get, even a deaf-mute, a
mentally incompetent person and a minor [provided that there is an adult
supervising them and telling them to write it lishmah]. A woman may write her
own get and a man his own receipt [for the ketubah], since the document [i.e.,
the get] is validated by the [witnesses who see the transfer; they usually are the
same witnesses whose] signatures [are] attached to it. All [persons] are qualified
to act as agents of a get [either to accept on behalf of the wife or to deliver on
behalf of the husband] except a deaf-mute, a mentally incompetent person, and
a minor [they are considered mentally inadequate], a blind man [who may not
bring a get from overseas since he cannot say: It was written and signed in my
presence] and a non-Jew [who may not serve as any sort of messenger regarding
divorce as the laws of Jewish divorce do not apply to him].
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6) If, after being entrusted [with the
get, but before delivering it], the minor
became of age or, the deaf-mute
recovered his speech or, the blind
person, his sight, or the mentally
incompetent, his faculties, or the
non-Jew converted, [the gef] is [still]
But if the

[originally]

invalid. agent was

sound, became a

deaf-mute and then, recovered his

3 7D LA 108

IO ,MPENN U 2T TOpT 23R
SRINN N3 ,NBAYN TR nnand
MREDT M WINN 1pD P3N 709
MYNYI BY ,MNSNY T XRD) MmN
innny 93,7930 11 W2 ,1RRYI W
PR DWIT AR T WD Ny ieio
NX X°277 IRl ,APY2 N i N
N27 AN ANTEY AN N21 AN A3
TP 2N3Y ,A0n? 3 72 Tn Ay
XOTY T390 03 IR NI AREY YT

speech, or [being] with sight, became

blind and recovered his sight, or [being] sane, became insane and then recovered
his faculties, [the gef] is valid [in the case where he was with sight and became
blind, it is not necessary to regain his sight in order to be able to give the get
since he can testify that it was written and signed before him]. The general rule
is: Any agent who is mentally competent at the beginning and at the end is

qualified [to be an agent].

(7 Even those women who are not believed when they testify that the husband
[of a certain woman] is dead [as they are suspected of testifying falsely; out of
spite] are acceptable [as an agent] to bring a ger. Namely, her mother-in-law, her
mother-in-law's daughter, her husband's other wife, her husband's brother's wife,
and her husband's daughter. Why is a get different from [a report of] death? Since
the writing in the get proves [that she is getting divorced]. A woman may be the
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bearer of her own get, but she must :0AN3 °3921 2023 *392 ,ni% 1y
declare: In my presence, it was written
and in my presence, it was signed.
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