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Mishnah Yevamot, chapter 5 7 P mpa’ 13w

(1) Rabban Gamliel said: There is no N'?'! J03 MR VA PR MR '?}5"??;; 121N
[validity to a] letter of divorce after ,.'I'?’S_?:;L MX n‘g’y; N"?] VAR MR NMARN
another letter of divorce [given in

succession by one levir to two sisters-in-law; e.g., Reuvein died leaving two
widows, Sarah and Rivkah. A surviving brother Shimon gave a letter of divorce
to Sarah and subsequently, gave another one to Rivkah; there is no validity to
the divorce of Rivkah. The same law applies where Reuvein died leaving over
one widow, Sarah, and two surviving brothers, Shimon and Levi. Shimon gave
her a letter of divorce and then Levi also gave a letter of divorce to Sarah; the
second divorce, that of Levi, has no consequence and Levi is permitted to marry
the relatives of Sarah. The reason being, that a letter of divorce prohibits a
subsequent levirate bond for the widow and her rival co-wife, (once a divorce
had been given, the levir had placed himself under the prohibition of
Deuteronomy 25:9, “who will not build up;” if he once refused to build, the
opportunity to do so is never again offered. Hence the prohibition of the levirate
marriage) and therefore, the second divorce is as though given to a total stranger,
since he cannot perform levirate marriage with her and is therefore of no
consequence], nor [is there validity] in a ma'amar [i.e., he said to the widow
“You are betrothed to me”] after another ma'amar [if one of two surviving
brothers, Shimon, addressed a ma'amar to Sarah and then the second brother
Levi did likewise, or in the case where there are two widows and only one
surviving brother who addressed a ma'amar to both widows; the second ma'amar
is of no consequence. The first ma'amar has initiated the requirements of the
levirate obligations and consequently, a) the one widow, to whom the second
brother addressed the ma'amar, or b) the ma'amar addressed to the second
widow is not valid, and does require a letter of divorce. The ma'amar to the
second widow moreover, does not cause the prohibition of the first widow to the
levir, and her relatives also are permitted to the levir], nor [is there validity] in
an act of cohabitation after another act of cohabitation [the second act (in case
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the prohibition of her relatives to

the levir], nor [is there validity] in one halitzah after another halitzah [the first
halitzah has totally severed the levirate bond. The second halitzah is, therefore,
valueless]. The Sages, however, said: One letter of divorce has validity after
another letter of divorce [since a divorce only disqualifies the performance of
levirate marriage due to the prohibition of “who will not build up;” but does not
actually sever the levirate bond as does halitzah; therefore, the second divorce
does have some validity and (in case 1) the relatives of the second widow are
therefore, forbidden to the levir as relatives of his legal divorcee and (in case 2)
the relatives of the one widow are similarly forbidden to the second levir], and
a ma'amar [has validity] after another ma'amar [the first ma'amar initiated the
levirate process and effected only partial matrimony, since the levirate
obligations are not fully satisfied until the consummation of the marriage took
place. The second ma'amar, since it was made before consummation had taken
place, has, therefore, some validity]; but there is no validity in any act after
cohabitation or halitzah [either of these acts satisfies fully all the requirements
of the levirate obligations. The former effected complete union; the latter final
severance. No act in connection with the levirate obligations that follows either

of these can, therefore, have any validity].

(2) How [is the levirate law between one levir and one sister-in-law effected (this
section has no reference to the dispute in the previous section)]? If a levir
addressed a ma'amar to his widowed sister-in-law and subsequently gave her a
letter of divorce, it is necessary for her to perform the Aalitzah with him [but no
levirate marriage may now be contracted. The ma'amar alone has not completely
satisfied the requirements of the levirate obligations; since the marriage was not
consummated the subsequent divorce has no severing validity, hence the need for
halitzah. Since however, a divorce had been given, the levir had placed himself
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under the prohibition of Deuteronomy ~ 712™% ,7%°2M KR AYY AP0 W
25:9, “who will not build up;” if he ¥ 1 ,5y21 TwRn APy .03 WD
once refused to build he must never L3 12°7% ,7AKRM AVYI VA NI A AR
again build. Hence the prohibition of  .7%°?M L3 7273 ,%¥27 L3 N3 .AFPM
the levirate marriage]. If he addressed

to her a ma'amar and then performed halitzah [i.e., the procedure of refusal and
severance of the levirate bond], it is [still] necessary for her to obtain from him
a letter of divorce [to annul the ma'amar which besides initiating the levirate
marriage, in some respects, has the force of a normal matrimonial betrothal. The
halitzah alone is therefore not enough, since it only severs a levirate bond but
does not annul the normal matrimonial aspects of the ma'amar]. If he addressed
to her a ma'amar and then had relations with her, this is in accordance with the

prescribed [manner of fulfilling the levirate] precept.

(3) If the levir gave her a letter of divorce and then addressed to her a ma'amar,
it is necessary for her to obtain a [second] letter of divorce [even according to
Rabban Gamliel. Since the divorce did not completely sever the levirate bond,
rather, it placed him under the prohibition of Deuteronomy 25:9 “who will not
build up;” therefore, the subsequent ma'amar is only technically disqualified, but
still may have some validity and a divorce is therefore required to annul the
ma'amar], and to perform the halitzah [in order to sever the levirate bond.
Consummation of the levirate marriage, however, must not take place now after
the delivery of the first letter of divorce, due to the aforementioned prohibition].
If he gave her a letter of divorce and then had relations with her, it is necessary
for her to obtain a[n additional] letter of divorce and to perform halitzah
[maintaining such a levirate marriage is forbidden due to the first divorce; a
subsequent letter of divorce is required owing to the act of cohabitation, while
halitzah is necessary to sever the levirate bond]. If he gave her a letter of divorce
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and then performed halitzah, there is
no validity [in any further act whether
it be the addressing of a ma'amar or
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been completely severed] after
halitzah had been performed. If the
levir performed halitzah and then
addressed to her a ma'amar [the ma'amar is of no consequence], or gave her a
letter of divorce [the divorce is of no consequence], or cohabited with her [the
cohabitation is of no consequence]; or if he [didn't perform halitzah, but rather],
cohabited with her and then addressed to her a ma'amar, or [after having had
relations] gave her a letter of divorce, or performed halitzah, no act is valid after
halitzah [and therefore, if after halitzah was performed he addressed a ma'amar
to her or had relations there is no validity to any of these actions which would
necessitate issuing a subsequent letter of divorce, or in the latter cases, if after
having had relations he issued her a letter of divorce, there are no further actions
required for the completion of the levirate obligations and as a result of the
levirate bond transforming itself into a normal matrimonial bond the levirate
bond has now completely disappeared, therefore halitzah is not required
subsequent to a letter of divorce] and the law is the same whether there is one
sister-in-law to one levir or two sisters-in-law to one levir [i.c., that there is
partial validity in actions subsequent to a letter of divorce or ma'amar and that
there is no validity in any action after halitzah nor any levirate bond after
cohabitation].
4) How [is the law when there is one levir and two widowed sisters-in-law]? If
the levir addressed a ma'amar to the one [sister-in-law] and a ma'amar to the
other [sister-in-law], two letters of divorce [one for each woman, in accordance
with the view of the Sages in our Mishnah that a ma'amar after a ma'amar has
validity] and one Aalitzah [with either. The halitzah with one exempts her rival]
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If he addressed a
ma'amar to one and gave a letter of

are required.

divorce to the other, [the one to whom
he addressed the ma'amar] requires a
letter of divorce [levirate marriage
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hence the necessity for a divorce to

annul the ma'amar, which the halitzah cannot do] and [he must perform] halitzah
[with either one, to sever thereby the levirate bond which a letter of divorce
cannot do]. If he addressed a ma'amar to one and had relations with the other,
both require letters of divorce [on account of the ma'amar and the cohabitation,
respectively. The second widow may not be retained in matrimony, due to the
bond of the ma'amar with the first] and [he must perform] halitzah [with either
one, the other becoming thereby exempt from the levirate obligations.]. If he
addressed a ma'amar to one and performed halitzah with the other, it is necessary
for the first to obtain a letter of divorce [the halitzah of the second cannot annul
the force of the ma'amar of the first]. If the levir gave a letter of divorce to one
as well as to the other, halitzah is necessary for both [the halitzah is performed
with either one, who thereby exempts the other]. If he gave a letter of divorce to
one and cohabited with the other, [the second] requires a letter of divorce [she
is forbidden to the levir on account of the divorce of the first] and must also
perform halitzah. [1f he gave] a letter of divorce to one and addressed a ma'amar
to the other, [the second] requires a letter of divorce and [he performs] halitzah
[with either]. [If he gave] a letter of divorce to one and performed halitzah with
the other, there is no validity in any act that follows the halitzah [the halitzah of
the second sets both widows free; and the divorce of the first is of no

consequence].
) If the levir performed halitzah with one and also the other; or performed
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halitzah [with one] and addressed [to
the other] a ma'amar, [or performed
halitzah with one and] gave the second
a letter of divorce, or cohabited with
the second; or if he cohabited with one
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and then the other; or cohabited [with
one] and addressed [to the other] a
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ma'amar, or gave her a letter of

divorce, or performed with her halitzah, no act is valid after the halitzah [nor
does there remain any levirate bond after cohabitation with the first, i.e., the
relatives of the second widow are permitted to him as though he had not acted
at all after the first salitzah or after having cohabited with the first]. [There is no
difference in the law] whether there was one levir to two sisters-in-law or two
levirs to one sister-in-law [and the two levirs performed the aforementioned acts

with the same widow].

(6) [If a levir, in the case of one levir and one sister-in-law] performed halitzah
and then addressed to her [the same sister-in-law] a ma'amar, [or if after
halitzah] gave her a letter of divorce, or [or if after halitzah] cohabited with her;
or if he cohabited with her, and then addressed to her a ma'amar, [or then] gave
her a letter of divorce, or [then] performed halitzah, [no act is valid after the
halitzah nor does there remain any levirate bond after cohabitation; however, the
difference between the two is that regarding] “no act is valid after the halitzah”
[it makes no difference] whether [the halitzah was performed] in the beginning,
in the middle [i.e., between a ma'amar and a divorce. If, e.g., he gave a letter of
divorce to one, performed halitzah with the other, and then addressed a ma'amar
to one of them], or at the end [i.e., performed halitzah after a ma'amar and a

XMID21 7772y 1127
121 .19108 1K MY 1978K1 KT 0193 KD KNTMN2A YOMm PN npt 0w TNwRD myon
PR W YO NR 19 V2 DK IR a1 YW ayonT anK 1o v n Lo mrm o yon
AN AW MRN WY 9NN SV LmwS YA im abnn Sva ox Ik .moa PRt mwyn
AW NIAPA NN W KD PONR Twym DY AR MK PR TS yOn R v vl
W yon 3 :mSs X NK PR mmS Y KDOKT IRP XWTIK D192 YO NXK PR
W K3 KN 277,999 KanT 23 Sy K1 2Kp NAX 0271 0K 07K .5Y21 Ua 101 KR
M3 TNK PR JI02 T2 YYNIKA 72 a50m pa myon,myon® axe pa mvax wat xeo
72 A5MN2 P2 A T YT KRNSO MY JPYIwKST 9NN KW pata KpTT AR

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



oy YEVAMOT 5

divorce. The halitzah is invariably
valid, and any ma'amar addressed
subsequently has no validity at all, and
divorce.

the widow requires no
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However,] regarding [“nor does there :D’I’?:;) TR TR
bond after]

cohabitation,” if it took place first, no act that follows it has any validity; if it

remain any levirate
occurred, however, in the middle [e.g., if he divorced one, and then cohabited
with the other, and addressed a ma'amar to a third, in which case the
cohabitation, owing to the previous divorce, was unlawful] or at the end [if he
divorced one, addressed a ma'amar to the other, and then cohabited with one of
them] something valid [of the levirate bond] still remains [hence, in the first case,
where he cohabited in the middle, the relatives of the second widow are
forbidden to him, and in the second case, halitzah is required, since the levirate
bond cannot be severed by a letter of divorce]. Rabbi Nehemiah said: With
cohabitation as with halitzah, whether it took place in the beginning, in the
middle, or at the end, there is no validity to any act that follows it [i.e., after
cohabitation, a letter of divorce without halitzah is enough, and the betrothal of
the other after cohabitation with the first is invalid].
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