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Mishnah Yevamot, chapter 1

(1) Fifteen women [if the deceased had
two wives, one of which were of the
following fifteen women listed, and he
died childless, they]
fellow-wives [literally rivals] and the

exempt their

fellow-wives of their fellow-wives and
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so on endlessly, from halitzah [i.e., the

procedure of refusal of the levirate marriage] and from yibum — levirate
marriage. And they are: his daughter [i.e., the deceased married his niece, the
daughter of his brother born through a premarital relationship, and] his daughter's
daughter [i.e., the deceased married his great niece; the daughter of the
aforementioned, and] his son's daughter [his son born through a premarital
relationship. Since in these cases the woman who bore children was not the
deceased's brother's legal wife, the Mishnah therefore now includes the
following], the daughter of his wife, and her son's daughter and her daughter's
daughter, his mother-in-law, [whose husband had died and she married the
deceased] and the mother of his mother-in-law, and the mother of his
faher-in-law, his sister by his mother [who married a paternal brother] and his
mother's sister, and his wife's sister and the wife of his maternal brother, and the
wife of a brother who was not his contemporary [i.e., he did not live at the same
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time; e.g., Reuvein died childless. niMwis WX "7 ,inP21 ,inPiya w0 XoW
After his demise, a brother was born 121 73°7n3 2 JPDiNY NI DR
named Levi. Shimon, who was a X, OX 1721 .0797 qio 7y 002
brother of Reuvein's performed ,m’;ﬁ?}_{ IRZPIY X AWIANI RN
the levirate marriage to Reuvein's
widow. Shimon had another wife as well. Now, Shimon passed away without
having any children. Both widows are now exempt from levirate marriage to
Levi; Reuvein's widow, because Levi is a brother who did not live at the same
time as Reuvein, and Shimon's wife, because she is a fellow-wife of Reuvein's
widow. The reason being, since Scripture states, “if brothers reside together and
one of them dies childless, ... her husband's brother must be intimate with her
” meaning, only such brothers who lived at the same time, have the
responsibility of yibum] and his [former] daughter-in-law [i.e., his son married
and died, his widow then married her husband's uncle]. These exempt their
fellow-wives and the fellow-wives of their fellow-wives and so on, endlessly,
from halitzah and from yibum [levirate marriage]. But in all these cases, if any
[of the fifteen women mentioned above] died [prior to the death of the brother]
or exercised miyun [prior to the death of the brother, miyun being the prerogative
of refusal; i.e., an orphan who was a minor may be married off by her brother
and mother; however, she has the option of refusing the marriage] or were
divorced or were found to be sterile [prior to the death of the brother], their
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fellow-wives are [then] permitted [to
perform levirate marriage or halitzah).
Nevertheless,

regarding one's

you cannot  say
mother-in-law  or
regarding the mother of one's
mother-in-law or regarding the mother
of one's father-in-law that they were
found to be sterile or that they

exercised the prerogative of refusal
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[since they obviously had children
they could not be sterile nor could one who has a child exercise the prerogative
of refusal, since only a minor may do so].
2) How do they render their fellow-wives exempt [from halitzah and from
levirate marriage]? If one's daughter, or any other woman from any of the
forbidden unions [mentioned], were married to his brother who had yet another
wife and he died [childless], then, just as his daughter is exempt [from levirate
marriage to her father], so too, is her fellow-wife also exempt. If the fellow-wife
of his daughter went and married a second brother and he, too, had [yet] another
wife and he then died [childless], then, just as the fellow-wife of his daughter is
exempt, so too, is the fellow-wife of her fellow-wife exempt — even if there be
one hundred [brothers and she married the third brother and so on and so forth].
In which case does it apply that if they [i.e., the women of prohibited unions]
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died their fellow-wives are permitted?
If one's daughter, or any other woman
from the
[mentioned],

prohibitive unions
were married to his

brother who had yet another wife, and
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his daughter died or was divorced, and
afterwards his brother died, then her
fellow-wife is permitted [to perform
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the levirate marriage or halitzah]. And anyone [of the forbidden unions] who
could have exercised her right of refusal but did not exercise this right of refusal,
her fellow-wife must perform the rite of halitzah and must not contract levirate
marriage [since, (by definition someone who could exercise the right of refusal
would be an orphaned minor, married by her brother and mother,) this marriage
is valid only by Rabbinic decree, therefore, if she were the fellow-wife of one
forbidden in union to the brother of the deceased she would only be a “Rabbinic
fellow-wife” and as such could not exempt levirate marriage, which is a Biblical
law. Therefore, the Rabbis decreed that she perform halitzah].
(3) There are six women who are prohibited in union to a greater
degree than those [mentioned in Mishnah 1], because they may be married only
to others [i.e., not to any of the paternal brothers], and [therefore, if their
husbands died] their fellow-wives are permitted, [and they are:] his mother
[i.e., Reuvein's mother married Yaakov who was also married to Rivkah;
Yaakov passed away, Rivkah, his mother's fellow-wife, may then marry
Reuvein]; the wife of his father [i.e., his father had two wives, Rivkah his mother
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and Rahel; his father then passed
away; Rahel, the fellow-wife of his
mother married Moshe, who had
Sarah; Sarah
prohibited to Reuvein after Moshe
dies]; the sister of his father, [i.c., his
paternal aunt married Moshe who had

another wife IS not
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Sarah, Sarah,
though a fellow-wife of his aunt, is not

another wife even 991 man o'l NW'??J KW N2 yanl
forbidden to him]; his paternal sister, [who had a fellow-wife]; the wife of his
father's brother [i.e., his aunt had a fellow-wife at a later marriage], and the wife
of his paternal brother [i.e., his sister-in-law who remarried and had a fellow-wife
Rahel, during her second marriage. Rahel is not prohibited to Reuvein].
@) The School of Shammai [argue on Mishnah 1 and] permit the fellow-wives
[of those listed in Mishnah 1, in union] to the brothers, but the School of Hillel
forbid it. If they [the fellow-wives] had performed the ceremony of halitzah; the
School of Shammai declare them ineligible for the priesthood [since they permit
levirate marriage their halitzah is a valid halitzah and a halutzah is prohibited to
marry a priest], but the School of Hillel declare them eligible [because according
to the School of Hillel they are exempt from levirate marriage, therefore, the
halitzah is superfluous and has no effect]; if they had been taken in levirate
marriage, the School of Shammai declare them valid [to priests if the yavam
died], but the School of Hillel declare them invalid. Nevertheless, although one
School [prohibit that which the other School permitted, and one School] declare
invalid that which the other School declare eligible, those of the School of

Shammai did not refrain from marrying the women of the School of Hillel,
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nor did those from the School of Hillel ~ niijwi '7; SRBY man Bl N"71
refrain from taking, in marriage, the ,]°Knbon 1’?251: 0en 1’?25 il niN?;t_;_).j]
women from the School of Shammai  :17X “23 ¥ 19X NN PRIy Win1 XY
[since the students of one School

would inform the other concerning marriages that the other considered
forbidden]. In spite of all the disputes regarding purity and impurity in which one
side declares pure that which the other side declares impure, they did not refrain
from making use of whatever pertained to the other, in matters connected with
purity [e.g., lending vessels to one another, since each School would trust the

other to inform them regarding the status of the vessel].
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