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Mishnah Nedarim, chapter 9

(1) Rabbi Eliezer says: The honor of a
person's father or mother may serve as
an opening [to nullify] ones vow.
[They say to him, would you ever have
made such a vow had you known that
people would exclaim as a result; Woe
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to a father who has a son like him?]

But the Sages prohibit [since he may be embarrassed to answer in the affirmative,
he may lie and thus there is no regret of taking the vow]. Rabbi Tzadok [referring
to the view of Rabbi Eliezer] says: Rather than offering the honor of his father
and mother for an opening, let us suggest the honor of the Almighty as an
opening. [By saying, would you ever have made such a vow had you known that
you will be referred to as wicked? Since it is only the wicked that take oaths (see
Mishnah 1:1).] [The Sages said to him:] If that be the case then there are no
vows! [Here, where mentioning the honor of the Almighty, Rabbi Eliezer agrees
that he will be embarrassed to answer in the affirmative and will definitely lie,
thus this cannot be an opening for annulment.] But the Sages admit to Rabbi
Eliezer that in a matter concerning himself and his father and mother [e.g., he
vowed that they have no benefit from his property] their honor is suggested [and

is valid] as an opening.
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(2) Rabbi Eliezer also said [another

leniency regarding vows]: New
circumstances may be used as an
opening, but the Sages prohibit. How
so? If one said: Konam that 1 won't
benefit from so and so, and then he
became a scribe [and he now needs his
services] or was soon going to marry
off his son [and he wants to participate

in the wedding], he declares: Had I
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son I never would have vowed. [Or] if

he says: Konam that I won't enter this house and it then became a Synagogue, he
declares: Had I known that it would become a Synagogue I would never have
vowed: Rabbi Eliezer allows [this opening] while the Sages forbid [using unusual
and unforeseen circumstances as an opening. The Sages maintain that regret
indicates that the vow was mistakenly taken at the time and hence it is annulled
retroactively. However, in the case of a new unusual or unforeseen circumstance,
since at the time he took the vow, he did not fear lest something like that may
happen, one cannot say that he did not take the vow retroactively (see Ran,

Tosfot, Nedarim 64b)].

(3) Rabbi Meir says: There are things which appear as new circumstances but are
not treated as new [and are valid as openings for nullification]. But the Sages do
not agree with him. How so? If one says: Konam that I won't marry so and so,
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because her father is wicked. They
said to him he is dead or he has
repented. [Or:] Konam that 1 won't
enter this house because there is a wild
dog in there or because there is a snake
in there. They said to him the dog is
dead or the snake was killed; these
appear as new but are not treated as
new. But the Sages do not agree with
him [and maintain that these are
considered as new circumstances and
may not be used as openings for
annulment].
(4) Rabbi Meir also said: An opening is
given from that which is written in the
Torah and we say to him: Had you
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known that you were transgressing: Do

not take revenge nor bear a grudge, and: Do not hate your brother in your heart,
and: You must love your neighbor as yourself, (Leviticus, 19:17-18) and: [Help]
your brother live with you (ibid 25:36), or had you known that he may become
poor and [due to your vow] you would be prohibited from helping him [would
you have vowed]? If he says: Had I known that this is so [at the time], I would

not have vowed, [the Sage annuls his vow and] he is absolved.

(5) An opening [to annul a vow] may be made on account of the ketubah of his
wife. And it once actually happened that one vowed not to benefit from his wife
[i.e., to divorce her] and her ketubah was in the amount of four hundred dinar.
He came before Rabbi Akiva and he obligated him to pay in full. He said to him:
Rebbe my father left eight hundred dinar. My brother took four hundred and I
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took four hundred. Is it not enough
that she take two hundred and I two
hundred? Rabbi Akiva replied: Even if
you must sell the hair on your head
you must pay for her entire ketubah.
He then said to him: Had I known that,
I never would have vowed, whereupon
he [absolved his vow and] permitted
her [to him].
) [If one vowed to fast a number of
days] an opening [to annul the vow]
may be made on account of Festivals
and Shabatot. [The Sage says to him,
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had you taken into account that ,7Pn .'It;?_:'?ﬂ T SYSRRT AT IR
Shabbat or the Festival is arriving

during that time would you have vowed?] In the beginning they used to say that
those days [i.e., the Shabbat or Festival] are permitted [for him to eat] but the
other days remain prohibited until Rabbi Akiva came and taught that a vow which

is partially annulled is totally annulled.

(7) How so? If one says: Konam that T won't benefit from any of you, if
[subsequently] he is permitted for one [i.e., if his vow was annulled regarding the
first] he is permitted all. [However, if he said: Konam that] I won't benefit from
you, [and pointing to another he said,] and you, [and you]; if the first is
subsequently permitted they are all permitted, [since the prohibition regarding the
second and the third is dependant on the first]. However, if the [vow regarding
the] last was [annulled and] permitted only the last is permitted while the others
are prohibited. If the middle one was permitted then those mentioned after him

XMIv7212 7°72W 120
519KY KOW IR ,MIVNIY 971 DK 1INAWAY 21210 213 s ) w971 ox NN
LTI NPT D190 T AT PINAW 0720 0 NInAwS A% YR nnw 197K 19 0MmIR ,2vp pars awa
TNN DAY DN LINNAY NNs 0TS Rynw JDMNT TNIN DIPNT T332 AMB T PK)
57yR 913 NNT ANYPN INIAW AW 0K IRW 0N DYy PRY LDMNT IR
N ANYPNI NN KYNI 191D D7pnw Ny Sy KK KIpvn 911 KT .1913 HY nno xyn X5w
WHWR S PRI T M W SV K1 ONRA POV NIWKT M0KRW 10 1191 Mo T asny

Copyright © 2008 eMishnah.com All Rights Reserved. Excerpted from "The Mishnah: A New Integrated Translation and Commentary"
Distributed by Israel Book Shop (732) 901-3009



vnI7 NEDARIM 9

are permitted but those before him are
prohibited. [If he vows:] Korban [that
which 1 benefit] from this one and
korban from this one; He needs an
annulment for each
[This Mishnah is
according to Rabbi Shimon, who

opening for
individually.

regarding an oath of deposit, in
that if five
persons claimed from an individual:

Shevuot 5:3 maintains,
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Give us the deposit that we have in

your possession and he responded: I swear that you have nothing in my
possession, only if he declares to each: And I so swear to you, is he liable for
each. Thus here too, he repeats the word kerban for each. However the halachah
follows the Sages of that Mishnah, and thus if he vows: Korban that which 1
benefit from this one and from this one; He would also require an opening for

annulment for each individually.]
®) If he says: Konam that I won't drink wine because wine is no good for the
stomach. They said to him: Is not old wine beneficial for the stomach? [And he
responds: Had I known that, I never would have vowed at all.] He is absolved
regarding old wine and not only the old wine but all wine as well. Konam that 1
won't taste onions because onions are not healthy for the heart; then he was told:
But village onions are healthy for the heart; he is permitted village onions and
not only village onions but all onions [even those grown in large towns (see
Terumot 2:5)]. There was just such an occurrence and Rabbi Meir permitted all
kinds of onions.
) [If one vowed to divorce his wife] an opening [for annulment] may be made
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on account of his honor and on
account of the honor of his children.
[How so?] They say to him: Had you
known that tomorrow it will be said
about you, that it is his regular habit to
divorce his wife, and regarding your
daughters they will remark, they are
the daughters of a divorced woman.
What fault did he find in this woman
that he
[Perhaps, there is a problem with her

decided to divorce her?

children as well?] If he then says [to
the Sage]: Had I known such I never
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would have vowed, [his vow is JK? 17 My 771 WP 32 oxymye
annulled and] he is permitted [to his
wife].

(10) [If one vows:] Konam that I won't marry that ugly woman, but she is actually
pretty; That black woman, but she is white; That short woman who is in fact tall;
he is permitted to marry her, not because she was ugly and became pretty, black
and turned white, short and grew tall, [since that would be comparable to a new
circumstance, which the Sages of Mishnah 2, above, prohibit] rather because the
vow was made in error [and does not require annulment from a Sage. Rabbi
Yishmael argues and says: Even in a case where she was ugly and became pretty].
And it once happened that one vowed not to benefit from his sister's daughter
and she was taken into Rabbi Yishmael's house and made beautiful. Rabbi

Yishmael said to him: My son did you vow not to benefit from this one! He
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Rabbi Yishmael then
permitted [them to marry]. At that time
Rabbi Yishmael wept and said: The
daughters of Israel are [all] beautiful

replied: No!

but it is poverty which disfigures them.
And when Rabbi Yishmael died the
daughters of Israel raised a lament
saying: Daughters of Israel cry for
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Rabbi Yishmael. And so too, it is said regarding Shaul: “Daughters of Israel cry

for Shaul [who dressed you in crimson with delights and put gold ornaments on

your clothes” (Samuel II 1:24). Hence the absence of delights and jewelry pains

the daughters of Israel which can cause a homely appearance (Tiferet Yisrael)].
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