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Mishnah Nedarim, chapter 10

(1) In the case of a betrothed girl [who
is a na'arah, i.c., has sprouted pubic
hair and is between the ages of twelve
years and a day and twelve and a half,
her vows have validity and] her father
and her betrothed husband may annul
her vow [since she is considered under

» P 0*1T3 252

* PID 071 AW

TR AYN P IOWRT Ty N
2y27 97,2927 797 X?1 287 797 T
i PII PRI DM AR ,2NT 197 KD
mIpinI X7 287 MR 2 I X OpY
MY mping LPyan M byay mwn
7272 520 120 287 M2 NP A12 K7
7on Pyanw 27 maw P¥27 D 127 MK

the jurisdiction of both. Before then, a

girl from the age of eleven years and a day until twelve and a day, her vows are
examined and have no validity unless she knows in Whose Name she vowed,
after she is twelve and a half she is referred to as a bogeret, and is no longer
under the jurisdiction of her father]. If her father annulled [her vow] but not her
husband, or if her husband annulled it but her father did not; it is not annulled
[since both must annul the vow]. And it goes without saying if one of them
confirmed it. [Furthermore, if one confirmed and the other annulled and
afterwards the one who confirmed had his confirmation annulled, he may no
longer combine to annul her vow since there existed a period where both did not

have the option to annul at the same time.]

(2) If [during this period] the father [of the betrothed na'arah] dies, his authority
does not pass over to the husband [the husband's privilege of sole annulment is
valid only when their marriage has been fully consummated through Ahuppah].
However, if the husband dies, his authority does pass over to the father [and he
may annul the vow on his own]. In this respect the father's power is greater than
the husband's. But in other respects the husband's power is greater than the
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A1n NEDARIM 10

father's, for the husband may annul her
vows as a bogeret whereas her father
cannot.
3) If she vowed as one who was
betrothed and got divorced on the
same day [that her father heard of her
vow, after that day the option of
annulment of the vow expires] and
then was betrothed again on that same
day, even a hundred times; her father
and her last betrothed husband may
annul her vows [even those she took
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while being betrothed to her first

husband]. This is the general rule: As long as she has not entered her own
jurisdiction [due either to a fully consummated marriage or becoming a bogeret]
even for one hour, her father and last husband can annul her vows. [However,
once fully married the husband may not annul the vows his wife took before the

marriage, Thus continues the next Mishnah ....]

@ It is the practice of scholars that before his daughter [who was a na'arah]
would leave him [to get married] he would say to her: All the vows which you
made in my house are hereby annulled. So too, the [betrothed] husband before
she entered his jurisdiction [through huppah] would say to her: All vows which
you made before entering my jurisdiction are annulled [and thus jointly the vows
are revoked] because once she entered into his jurisdiction he cannot annul them.
(5) A betrothed woman [who was a bogeret and thus, neither her father nor her
betrothed may annul her vows] who [due to the groom (see Bartenurah, Ketubot
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737 NEDARIM 10

5:2)] waited [past the] twelve months
[allotted her to get married] and a
widow who [due to the groom] waited
[after the] thirty days [allotted her to
get married] — Rabbi Eliezer says:
Since her betrothed husband is now
responsible for her maintenance, he
may annul [her vows]. But the Sages
say: The husband cannot annul [her
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vows] until she [fully] enters into his
domain [through huppah].

(6) If a woman was awaiting yibum [levirate marriage] whether from one or two
yevamin [i.e., whether her deceased husband had one or two surviving brothers];
Rabbi Eliezer [maintains that after a levir addresses a ma'amer, (i.e., he said to
her in front of witnesses: You are betrothed to me,) it is considered a fully valid
Biblical levirate acquisition, and therefore, he] says: [If one of them made a
ma'amer,] he may annul [her vows]. Rabbi Yehoshua says: [Only if she awaits
levirate marriage] from one [and thus there is already a clear levirate bond in
force], but not from two [since either may be her future levirate husband the bond
is not as strong. Rabbi Yehoshua maintains that where there are two levirs, even
where one addresses a ma'amer, it is not considered a fully valid Biblical levirate
acquisition and thus he may not annul]. Rabbi Akiva says: Neither from one nor
from two [he maintains that neither a levirate bond nor a ma'amer has sufficient
force to give one the privilege of annulment]. Rabbi Eliezer argued: If a man [in
partnership with her father] may annul the vows of a woman whom he acquired
himself [by betrothal], how much more so can he annul [in partnership with her
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7 NEDARIM 10

father] the vows of a woman given to
him [in levirate marriage] by God!
Rabbi Akiva said to him: This is not
so; for regarding a woman he acquired
[the reason that he may annul, is
exclusivity,] because no one else has
any matrimonial rights to her; will you
say the same regarding a woman [the
yevama] granted to him by God, in
whom others [i.e., the other surviving
brothers of her husband] also have
rights! Rabbi Yehoshua said to him:
Akiva, your words [would make sense]
regarding [a case where she was
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awaiting levirate marriage] from two

yevamin, but what will you answer where there is only one yavam? He said to
him: A yevamah [who is not liable the death penalty, should she have illicit
relations] is not as strongly bound to her yavam, as is one who is betrothed to

her husband [who is liable the death penalty should she have illicit relations].

(7) If one says to his wife: All vows which you will vow from now until I return
from such-and-such a place are hereby upheld; [he] did not say anything
[since she may take unusual vows which he may not wish to confirm, thus his
blanket confirmation is in error]. [If he says:] Are hereby annulled; Rabbi Eliezer
says: They are annulled, while the Sages say: They are not annulled. Rabbi
Eliezer said: If he may annul vows that [she made, which thus] already had the
force of a prohibition, then surely he can annul those [future] vows which have
] her

no force of prohibition! They said to him: It is written: “[Any vow ...
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27 NEDARIM 10

husband can uphold it or annul it”
30:14), that
entered the category of

(Numbers
which
upholding also entered the category of

[meaning]

annulment, however, that which has
not yet entered the -category of
upholding also has not entered the

category of annulment.
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8) The annulment of vows is done

during the whole day [that the father or husband heard of the vow, until nightfall.
This is deduced from the verse which states: “But if her husband thwart her on
the day that he heard it” (Numbers 30:9)]. This has an element of stringency,
and of leniency. How so? If she vowed on the night of Shabbat [Friday night]
then he may annul on the night of Shabbat and on [the following] Shabbat day
until nightfall [this is deduced from the verse: “However, if her husband remained
silent about her from day to day” (ibid. verse 15), thus there are times when he
may absolve a full twenty-four hour period]. If she vowed right before nightfall
he may annul only until nightfall, once the night has fallen and he has not

annulled, he may no longer annul it.
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