P KETUBOT 1

Mishnah Ketubot, chapter 1

(1) A virgin girl is married on
Wednesday [the Rabbis prescribed
that they should marry during the day
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will, in fact, consummate the marriage that very night] while a widow, on
Thursday. [“A virgin girl is married on Wednesday,”] for [according to the
enactment of Ezra the Scribe] the bet din sits in session in the towns, twice
weekly, on Mondays and Thursdays [on those very same days which Ezra
enacted that all the people should gather in town from all the surrounding villages
to hear the Torah being read publicly (see Baba Kamma 82a)], so that if he [the
husband] had a claim regarding her virginity, he could go [before his anger
subsides] early [the next morning, on Thursday] to the bef din [and verify
whether she becomes prohibited to him as an adulteress. If he had married on
Tuesday, since he cannot go to bet din until Thursday, it is possible that his anger
will subside and he will not approach the bet din for a ruling regarding the
permissibility of continuing his marriage]. [“While a widow, on Thursday,” so
that he should rejoice with her for three days, Thursday, Friday and Shabbat,

before returning to work on Sunday].

(2) The [value of a] ketubah of a virgin is two hundred [zuz], and [that of] a
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widow one maneh [i.e., one hundred
zuz]. A virgin who was widowed,
divorced, or was a halutzah from
betrothal — [the value of] her ketubah
[if she remarries] is two hundred [zuz],
and a claim of non-virginity can be
filed against them [if it was discovered
that they were not virgins, they lose
the entire kefubah since the husband
claims that the marriage was based on
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the mistaken premise that she was a

virgin]. A proselyte, a captive, or slave woman, who have been redeemed,
converted [i.e., she converted with her mother], or freed [when they were] less
than three years and one day of age — their ketubah is two hundred [zuz], and

a claim of non-virginity can be filed against them.
(3) If an adult had cohabited with a child [under three years of age, however, over
three years of age; the hymen, once ruptured, does not grow back], or if a minor
[male, less than nine years and a day old] had cohabited with an adult woman
[the cohabitation of a minor less than nine years does not damage the hymen],
or [when a girl was accidentally] ruptured by a piece of wood — [in all these
cases] their ketubah is two hundred [zuz]; these are the words of Rabbi Meir. But
the Sages say; [a girl who was] ruptured by a piece of wood — her ketubah is a
maneh.

@) A virgin, who was a widow, a divorcee, or a halutzah from marriage [as
opposed to the case in Mishnah 2, where there was only betrothal, here there was
both betrothal and marriage] — [since their husbands would have assumed that
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they were no longer virgins] their
ketubah is a maneh, and a claim of
non-virginity cannot be filed against
them. A proselyte, a captive, or slave
woman, who has been redeemed,
converted, or freed [when she was]
more than three years and one day
old — their ketubah is a maneh, and a
claim of non-virginity cannot be filed
against them.
(5) If one [as a groom] eats in the home
of his father-in-law [as was the
custom] in Judea [that the betrothal
was celebrated with a feast during
which the couple was given the
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opportunity to be secluded together]

without witnesses, he cannot [after the marriage] file a claim of non-virginity
since he secluded himself with her. It is all the same whether [the woman is] an
Israelite widow [i.e., the daughter of an Israelite] or a priestly widow [i.e., the
daughter of a priest] — her ketubah is a maneh. The court of the priests [which
sat in the Temple] collected for a virgin [daughter of a priest] four hundred zuz,

and the Sages did not stop them.

(6) If one marries a woman and does not find her a virgin, [and] she says; After
you had betrothed me, I was raped and thus your field has been flooded [i.c., it's
your loss and I am entitled to my kefubah] and he says; Not so, but [it happened]
before I betrothed you and my acquisition was made in error [i.e., I don't owe
you anything for your ketubah], Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Eliezer say [that] she
is believed [(because of the principle of migo, i.e., a legal rule which states, that
we believe a deponent on the grounds that had she intended to lie she would have
invented a better claim, here she could claim her lost virginity due to injury, e.g.,
I was ruptured by a piece of wood, which would not prohibit her from marrying
a priest) however, the Rabbis instituted that she take an oath before she collects

her ketubah, the halachah, follows this view]. Rabbi Yehoshua says; We do not
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live from her mouth, rather, she is
presumed to have had relations [with
another man] before she was betrothed
and of having deceived him, until she
brings proof of her claim.
(7 [If] she says; I was ruptured by a
piece of wood, and he says; Not so,
you had been trodden [i.e., cohabited]
by a man — Rabban Gamliel and
Rabbi Eliezer say; She is believed
[and does not forfeit her ketubah],
while Rabbi Yehoshua says; We do
not live from her mouth, rather, she is
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presumed to have had relations [with — 9X*713 127 X317 Ji72) 2998 WXn .7 M2y
another man], until she brings proof
for her statement.

8) [If] they saw her [an unmarried woman] talking [i.e., secluded] with someone,
and they said to her; What sort of a man is he? [And she answered; he is]
so-and-so and he is a priest [i.e., relations with him does not prohibit me from
marrying a priest] — Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Eliezer say; She is believed
[and may marry a priest], and Rabbi Yehoshua says; We do not live from her
mouth, rather, she is presumed to have had relations with a natin [one from
Gibeonite descent] or a mamzer [and relations with these, being prohibited, also

prohibits her from marrying a priest], until she brings proof for her statement.

) [If] she [an unmarried woman] was pregnant and they asked her; What is the
nature of this fetus [i.e., who is the father]? [And she answered; It is] from
so-and-so and he is a priest [i.e., relations with him does not prohibit me or the
offspring from marrying a priest] — Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Eliezer say; She
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is believed, while Rabbi Yehoshua
says; We do not live from her mouth,
rather, she is presumed to have
become pregnant by a natin or a
[and both

offspring are prohibited from marrying

mamzer she and her

a priest], until she brings proof for her
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statement.
(10) Rabbi Yose said; It once happened that a young girl went down to draw water
from a spring and was violated. Rabbi Yohanan ben Nuri said; If most of the
inhabitants of the town [are of proper lineage and if most of the people of the
caravans that come into town are also of proper lineage and] marry [their
daughters] into the priesthood, [we presume that the one who violated her was
also of proper lineage and thus], this [girl] may [also] marry into the priesthood.
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